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PREFACE 

THE addition of one more item to the literature 
which has gathered round the famous Oxyrhyn- 
chus Sayings does not, in itself, need any apology; 
for large as that literature is, it has not solved all the 
problems which the papyrus fragments present, nor has 
it exhausted all the possibilities of text-reconstruction 
and interpretation. But inasmuch as I jubi^-W ^ j j^!^^.- 



ERRATUM 

P. 2, col. -i, 1. 21, and P. 48, col. 2, 1. 8. For Litany of Sarapion 
read Liturgy of Sarapion. 

the latter. In this little study, therefore, JjjAav*'* 
regarded the fragments as remain? of early Christian 
literature rather than as a theological document : the 
distinction, if fine, is real, and may serve to deliver 
me from the charge of exercising myself in great 
matters which are too high for me. 

To multiply restorations of fragmentary texts is 
a process of doubtful benefit. Owing to accident my 
reconstructed text was drawn up before I had seen 
and weighed the restorations suggested by others ; 
and though later study has led me considerably to 
modify my first draft, it has not prevented me from 
retaining certain supplements which take a new direc- 
tion. That I have done so is due, I hope, neither to 
parental fondness for my own offspring nor to perverse 
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chus Sayings does not, in itself, need any apology; 
for large as that literature is, it has not solved all the 
problems which the papyrus fragments present, nor has 
it exhausted all the possibilities of text-reconstruction 
and interpretation. But inasmuch as 1 have no pass, 
port admitting me to the realms of theology, my 
intrusion into what appears to be a theological province 
demands explanation. From one point of view, indeed, 
the Sayings seem to fall well within the demesne of 
theology, but from another to lie on the vague border 
land which parts theological from ancient literature 
in its broadest sense. I need hardly say that I prefer 
the latter. In this little study, therefore, I have 
regarded the fragments as remains of early Christian 
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love of novelty, but (if I may say so) to a feeling that 
the right track had not yet been found. 

In the Introduction and Commentary I have tried 
not only to bring forward fresh considerations bearing 
upon the problems involved, but also to represent and 
consider the judgments of previous editors. This part 
of my work was begun in 19 12 and continued during 
intervals of leisure in the following eighteen months. 
As a result I am conscious of a certain unevenness 
of treatment which recent revision has not, I fear, 
wholly eliminated. 

For an editor to express obligations is often to 
accuse the guiltless of complicity. While, therefore, 
I cannot leave unspoken my very deep indebtedness 
to Professor J. F. Bethune Baker for much help and 
encouragement, I must add that I alone am responsible 
for my extravagances and my faults. With the late 
M. Jean Maspero I had the privilege of discussing 
many points relating to the Sayings, and it is to his 
memory therefore that I dedicate this little book. 

I have to thank the Council of the Egypt Explora- 
tion Fund for permitting me to re-edit the fragments 
found by Professors Grenfell and Hunt under the 
auspices of that Society. I should also like to express 
my sincere gratitude to the Reader of the Cambridge 
University Press for the very great pains with which 
he has read my proofs, thereby saving me from a very 
formidable list of errors and imperfect references. 

H. G. E. W. 

Cambridge, 

July 5, 1920. 
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THE TEXT OF THE PAPYRI 



{Oxyrhynchus Papyri 654) 
01 TOioi 01 Aoroi 01 [ 

AHC6N ThC O ZCON k[ 
KAI ecOMA KAI 6ineN [ 
AN TCON AOrCON TOYt[ 
S OY MH r6YCHTAiy[ 

MH nAYCAceo) zh[ 

6YPH KAI OTAN eYp[ 

BHeeig BACiAeYCH k[ 
HceTAiy Aepei i[ 
10 01 eAKONTec hmac [ 
H BACiAeiA eN oypa[ 
TA nereiNA toy OYp[ 

Tl YTTO THN THN eCT[ 
01 VxOYeC THC eAAA[ 
IS Tec YMAC KAI H Bac[ 
6NT0C YMCON[.]gTI [ 
TNCO TAYTHN eYpH[ 
6AYT0YC rNCOCecSAl [ 
YMfilC 

6CTe TOY nATpoc toy t[ 
ia TNCOcSe eaytoyc eN[ 
KAI y'meic ecTe h nTo[ 

OYK AnOKNHCel ANe[ 



pcDN enepcoTHce nA[ 
pcoN nepi TOY TonoY th[ 
on 
25 c6Te noAAoi ecoNTAi Tr[ 

01 ecxAToi npcoTOi kai [ 

ciN A erei THcy[ 

9eN THC oyeciic coy kai [ 

AnO COY An0KAAY<t)HC6T[ 
30 TIN KpYHTON OY <t>AN6[ 

KAI eeOAMiweNON o[ 

.JeTAZOYCIN AYTON 01 [ 

.jroYCiN ncoc nhct6y[ 
JmcOa KAI ncoc [ 

35 L ]a| Tl nApATHpHc[ 

...]nx Aerei iHc[ 

JeiTAi MH TroieiT[ 

]hc AAhGeiAC an[ 

Jn a[ ]0K6Kp[ 

40 L JttApi [• -J 6CTIN [ 

]co ecT[ 

-M 
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XV 



{Oxyrhynchus Papyri i) 

Verso i& 

KAi T0T6 AiABAeyeic 
eKBAAeiN to KAp<l)OC 
TO eN TCO O0eAAMCC»7 

TOY AA6A(t)0Y coy Aepei 

5 iC BAN WH NHCT6YCH 
TAI TON KOCMON OY MH 
6YpHTAI THN BACIAEI 
AN TOY 9? KAI eAN MH 
CASBATICHTe TO CAB/ 

lo Baton oyk oyecGe to 
TTpA Aerei ic e[.]THN 
eN Mecco TOY kocmoy 

KAI eN CApK6l CO(t>eHN 

AYTOic KAI eYpoN nAN 

15 TAC MeSYONTAC KAI 

0YA6NA eypoN Aeiyw 

TA eN AYTOIC KAI n07 

N6I H YYX'^ ^^OY ^^^'7 

TOIC Y'OIC TOON ANCON 

20 OTI TYfflAOl 6ICIN TH KAp 

AiA AYTCo[.] KAI . . BAen 



Recto 6 

[ Jf![.-jHN nTWXiA 

[. . .]ei[ ]oY eAN cociN 

[ ]e[. . .] . . eeoi KAI 

[. .Jrro . e[. .] ecTiN monoc 
5 [. .]rto erco eiMi MeT ay 
t[. .] erei [.]on ton AiOo 
KAK6I eYpHceic Me 

C^ICON to SyAON KAfW 

eKei eiMi Aerei Ic oy 
10 K ecTiN AeKTOc npo 

C|)HTHC eN TH TfpiAl AY 

t[.]y OYAe lATpoc noiei 
OepAneiAC eic toyc 

relNCOCKONTAC AYTO 

IS Aerei IC noAic oikoAo 

MHMeNH en AKpON 

[.]poYC yThAoyc KAI ec 
THpifMeNH OYTe ne 
[.]eiN Aynatai OYTe Kpy 
20 [.]hnai Aerei Tc AKOyeic 
[.Jic TO e . . tion coy T9 
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THE RESTORED TEXT^ 

ovToi 01 \6yoi oi ^CDOtroiol ov<s iXaXrjaev 'Irjaovi} 6 ^av 
Koi 6<f)deh TOts BeKU Kol @0}/J,a. koX elitev avroK- ira<; 
ocrn's av t&v Xoytov tovtoov aKOvar), davarov oi /jlt) 
yevtri^Tai. 

a. Xiyei 'Jtjo-ovv 

/xrj iravadadm 6 ^tjt&v tov ^ijTeiv em^ av evpy, koX 
oTav evprj dafi^rjdrjaerai,' 

KoX Bafi^TjOei'i ^aaiKevaei, teal ^aaiXevaai avavarj- 
a-erat. 

P' . \eyei 'IovSa<S' rive<; dpa at eXKovre^ ■^p,d^, 

Kal TTore iXevaerai 17 ^aaikeia rj ev ovpavol<s oZaa ; 

Xeyei 'IiycroO? • 

tA irereiva tov oipavov, Koi r&v drjpLwv on vtto ttjv 
yrjv e<TTip rj iirl rij? 7^?, xal oi i')(dve<; T'^s Oa\da<r7](; — 
ovTOi 01 eXKOvres v/j,a<;. 

Koi rj ^a<Tikeia tS)v ovpavSiv evTO'i vfi&v etm. koX 
oaTiii civ eavTov yv^ ravrfjv evprjcrei' icaX evp6vre<} avrrjv 
eavrov<} yvdxreade on, viol Kal xXripovo/iOi iare v/ieK 
TOV iTaTpo<; TOV TravTOKpaTopov Kal yvaxreade eavTov^ 
ev dew 0VTa<; Kal deov ev vfuv. Kal vfiei<s iiTTe f) TTToA-ts 
Oeov. 

y. Xeyei 'Ijjo-ow?- 

ovK a7roKvr}<rei avopmiro^ ttjv ohov eiipmv iirepiOTrjiTai, 
irdvTa. . .Biaip&v irepl tov tottov t^s Kadehpat; evprjaeTe 

' The restorations are not here distinguished. The parallel clauses 
are as far as possible indicated by the arrangement. 



RESTORED TEXT XVll 

OTi TToWot €(rovTai irp&Toi eo-p^arot, Kal oi '^a')(aroi 
■jrp&Toi • Kal ^co^v KKripovofirjaovaiv. 

S'. Xeyet 'I^^ffoOs' 

irav TO jj/t] efitrpoaOev tj}? oi^ew? aov, 

Kai TO KeKoXv/ifievov airo <tov airoKaXv^d'^a-eTai <roi • 

ov yap ia-Tiv icpinrrov o ov ^avepov yev^aerai, 

Kal re6afjbp,evov h ovk iyepBijaeTai. 

6 . e^eTd^ov(Tiv avrov ol fiadrjral avrov Kal Xeyovaiv 
TTci)? v7)<TTev(T0fji,6v, Kal TTW? irpoo-ev^o/xeda, Kal ttw? e\erj- 
fjLoavvrjv iroirjao/iev, Kal Ti Traparrjpi^aofiev t&v irapa- 
SoOevTcov ; 

Xiyei 'Iijo-oO?- 

OVK eaetrOe a)? oi viroKpiraL' fir) iroieire ravra ^ave- 

p&f 
aXXa Trj<! aKr]deia<s avTe')(e<T0e, Kal f) SiKaioavvr) vfi&v 

airoKeKpv/jLfievTi earrco. 
Xeyco yap • 

/j,aKdpi6<; ecTTtv 6 ravra irot&v ev KpvTTTw, 
OTt, ev <j)avepm earai 6 fiicrdo<; avrov iraph. rm iraTpl 
o<i eaTiv ev toI<; ovpavoh. 



r'. Xeyei 'Irja-ovv i 

eK0aXXe irpSsTov Tr)v Sokov sk tov o^daX/iov aov, 
Kal Tore Siaj3XeyJrei<; ex^aXeiv to Kdp^o<s to ev ra 
6(j}0aX/j,£ Tov dSeX<j>ov aov. 

5''. Xiyei ^Irjcrov^' 

ehv /if) v7jffTev<T7]Te tov KoafMov, ov fir) eUprjre ttjv 

^acriXeCav tov 6eov' 
Kal ehv firj aa/S^aricrrjTe to ad^^arov, ovk o'^ecrde 

TOV TraTepa. 



xviii RESTORED TEXT 

7) . Xiyei ^Irjffovg' 

earrjv ev iikaa tov KoaiMOV, koX iv crapKl a^0vv avTol<s' 

KoX evpov irdvTai iJ^evovTa<s, Koi ovBeva evpov Siyfr&vTa 

iv avToi<; * 
Kal rrovel r] ■^vxn f^ov ev\ rol<; vioh tSsv avdpwtrav, 
OTi TvdiKoi elcriv rfj Kaphva avr&v, 
Kal oil ^Xeirovai, rfj hiavoia avrtov. 

ff. Xeyet 'Ir)aov<;' 

. . . eiv rrjv vrco'^eiav . . . 

L. Xeyei, 'l7]<rov<;' 

OTTOv eav waiv p , ovk eicriv atfeof 

Kal oirov el<; iariv fi6vo<;, Xeya iym elfii fier aiirov. 

eyeipov tov Xldov, KaKel evp-r^ffeii fie, 

a-)(Laov TO ^vKov, Koyo) ixel elfii. 

la. Xeyet 'Itjo-ov^' 

OVK etrnv BsKTof Trpo^rrji; iv rrj trarpLBi aiirov, 
oiiSe iarpo<; iroiel depaireiaf el<s tows yivmaKovraii 
aiiTov, 

f/8'. Xiyei 'IjjffoO?' 

■TToXt? wKoBofirjfjLevT} iir dxpov 8pov<; vyfrifKov Kal 

eaTr)piyfj,evr) 
ovre irea-eiv Bwarai ovre Kpv^rjvai. 

ly. \iyei 'Iiya-ou?' 
aKoveii et? to ^v mriov crov, 
TO Be BTepov c7VveK\ei(ra^. 



INTRODUCTION 

§ I. The Papyri. 

In 1897 Messrs B. P. Grenfell and A. S. Hunt, while 
excavating on behalf of the Graeco-Roman Branch of the 
Egypt Exploration Fund, recovered from one of the rubbish- 
mounds of the city of Oxyrhynchus a leaf of a papyrus book 
containing eight (or, as some think, seven) Sayings of Jesus ^ 
This fragment, which measures 15 cm. by 9 cm. in its actual 
state, is a leaf from a codex and is inscribed on both sides. 
The lower edge of the leaf is broken leaving no indication 
to show how much has been lost. While the discoverers 
think that as many as five or even ten lines may have been 
lost, on the ground that the page of an early codex such as 
this would resemble the high, narrow column of a papyrus 
rolP, later editors fascinated by the temptation of combining 
Sayings VIII and IX [Logia III and IV], claim that what has 
been lost is not great in amount, and that the lacuna between 
the texts of the recto and verso can be bridged by restoration : 
I have preferred to follow the expert authority of Grenfell 
and Hunt. The upper edge of the leaf has not suffered 
severely, and the right-hand side is also intact, but the left 
side is very ragged, though fragments of the original edge 
seem to be preserved here and there ° There is an ample 

' Published by the discoverers under the title A.irfia 1ri<rov, Sayiiigs 
of our Lord (Frowde, 1897), and in Oxyrhynchus Papyri, Vol. I, No. i. 
, Since the discovery of Ox. Pap, 654 the term Logia as applied to these 
Sayings has been proved to be mistaken : it is abandoned in this edition. 
The original is now in the Semitic Library, Harvard. 

' Qx. Pap. I, p. I. 

' So far as I can judge from the facsimile in the editio princeps. 
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upper margin, while the left and right margins are decidedly 
narrower: a strip of papyrus has been gummed along the left 
edge of the recto. A few holes in the area of the text do 
not in themselves constitute formidable lacunae; but while 
the verso is tolerably legible throughout, the writing on the 
left side of the recto is rubbed or faded and far less distinct. 

The discoverers concluded that the verso (which bears 
the numeral' i&, written by a later hand, at the top right- 
hand corner of the text) came uppermost in the book, " since 
it was usual to foliate the right-hand pages of a book." 
A page from a codex of Sophocles'' also shows the verso 
uppermost: the verso indeed must necessarily come upper- 
most as often as the recto where a codex consists in gatherings 
of sheets once folded. Grenfell and Hunt advance another 
reason for their conclusion which is surely decisive. The 
scribe has filled out the ends of his short lines on the 
verso with the character 7 : this device is intended to 
make the outer edge of the text even throughout, just as 
mediaeval cutters of inscriptions, scribes, and printers fill 
out short lines with pieces of conventional ornament. On 
the redo no such device is used, surely because this side was 
undermost and the ends of the lines being next the inner 
edge (and so less conspicuous) did not need such filling out. 

This conclusion has been disputed by BatiffoP, who argues 
that it was usual to number the last page of each quire in a 
codex and that the papyrus is, therefore, the last leaf of the 
eleventh quire of a codex, the recto lying uppermost. He 
thinks that the ragged left edge of the verso has reached its 
present shredded state because it was the outer edge and so 
exposed to wear, and that the slip of papyrus gummed along 
the left border of the recto (which the discoverers explain as 

1 Wessely (/>. 0. iv, p. 153) treats the w not as a numeral, but as a 
correction. 

^ Ox. Pap. I, no. 23 (pp. 47 sqq.). 
* Revue Bibliqtie, 1897, p. 502. 
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intended to strengthen the outer margin) is simply a trace 
of the juxtaposition of another leaf. This last point can 
only be decided by experts after examination of the original ; 
but it may be remarked here that the ragged state of the 
left edge of the verso is very likely due to the tearing out of 
the leaf, and that BatifTol overlooks the fact that in any 
quire there would be as many versos uppermost as rectos. 
There is, then, no good reason for doubting the discoverers' 
conclusion. 

In general the papyri found in the rubbish-mounds of 
Oxyrhynchus date from the first to the eighth century, but 
the mound which yielded the fragment under consideration 
contained a great number of papyri of the first three centuries 
of the Christian era^, and the Sayings were found in imme- 
diate association with documents of the second and third 
centuries. The hand is typical of the Roman period and 
indicates 300 a.d. as the latest date to which the MS. can 
be assigned, while the Biblical contractions, ic, Oc, np, anoc 
together with the codex-form as opposed to the roll-form 
make an earlier date than 100 a.d. impossible and 150 a.d. 
unlikely as a terminus ante quem. The discoverers, con- 
sidering that the type of uncial here used is decidedly earlier 
than that in use immediately before 300 a.d., conclude that 
the probable date of their papyrus is not much later than 
200 A.D.^ 

In addition to the contractions already mentioned, final n 
is sometimes represented by a stroke over the preceding 
vowel, and in the fifth so-called Logion (Saying X) the word 
8to was written in numeral form ^ . Marks of punctuation 
are wholly absent, but a sign 7 — as we have already seen — 
is used for filling in blank spaces at the end of lines. 
Some eccentricities in orthography, such as are common in 
Egyptian Greek, occur : e.g. ai for e and ei for 1 : in 11. 36 and 

1 Eg. Expl. Fund Arch. Rep. 1896-7, p. 6 : KbyM 'Iijjov, p. 5. 
^ See A6yia liiaov, p. 6. 
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38 mistakes are found, but the second of these has been 
corrected. 

Each Saying is introduced by the formula Xeyet 'Irjo-ovs^, 
and the regular use of this together with the codex form, 
the use of practically no abbreviations other than Biblical, 
prove the papyrus to be a fragment of a literary work and 
not a series of notes or jottings for temporary use. 

In 1903 the same two scholars resumed work at Oxy- 
rhynchus and found a second papyrus containing five further 
Sayings of Jesus preceded by a Prologue I The new fragment 
is part of a roll, -244 m. high by '078 m. wide, and, as it stands, 
is easily legible throughout. The entire right-hand side of 
the column has been lost, so that only one half of each of 
the 42 lines it contains has been preserved. Moreover, 
after 1. 31 the beginnings of the lines also have been 
destroyed, the lacunae increasing as we descend until in 
1. 42 only two characters remain. These Sayings are written 
upon the verso of the roll, the recto being occupied by 
a land-survey list in a cursive hand which belongs to the 
end of the second or early part of the third century a.d. 
The hand of the verso is "an upright, informal uncial of 
medium size," not so fine as that of the fragment found in 
1897, but clear and well-formed, which the discoverers assign 
to the middle or end of the third century. A date later 
than 300 A.D. is regarded as most unlikely by them". The 
new papyrus (hereafter referred to as 654) is therefore nearly 
contemporary with the " Logia-fragment," which is assigned 
to an earlier decade in the third century. 

' For a discussion of this formula see below, § 9. 

2 Published by the discoverers in Oxyrhynchus Papyri, Vol. iv, as 
no. 654, and, with less detail, in the Egypt Exploration Fund's Neva 
Sayings of Jesus and Fragment of a lost Gospel (Frowde, London and 
New York, 1904). I have borrowed the term Prologue in preference 
to Introduction from Dr Swete, as the latter seems to misrepresent the 
character of the opening five lines. 

' For this section see Ox. Pap. iv, pp. i ff. 
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The only abbreviation which occurs is the normal Thc'. 
The scribe places diaeresis over initial V and <{, but has 
employed no punctuation marks. Though the words are 
sometimes separated, this is by no means generally or 
systematically done. In II. 20, 25, words have been omitted 
but subsequently supplied above the line. In 1. i there is 
obviously an uncorrected mistake, as also in 1. 20 ; and in 
11. 18, 23 and 31 are eccentricities, ai for e, 6 for ai, such as 
are common in Egyptian papyri and ostraka. The end of 
each Saying" is marked by the coronis y, and is marked off 
from the following Saying by a paragraphus, a horizontal 
stroke drawn from the margin between the two Sayings. 

The use of these signs together with the uncial script, the 
general absence of abbreviations, the systematic use of the 
formula Xeyct 'Ir/o-ols before each Saying, and above all the 
presence of a Prologue, prove that 654, like I, is a fragment 
of a literary work'. 

§ 2. The Oxyrhynchus Collection. 

The results of the preceding section may be summed up 
as follows : (i) both I and 654 are fragments from literary 
works, (2) both were written during the third century and 
probably in its earlier half, though i is considered by the dis- 
coverers to be the earlier by a few decades. 

Did these two fragments belong to one Collection? Of 
course they do not come from the same MS., since i is from 
a codex and 654 from a roll ; but they may represent two 

' But others may well have occurred in the missing portion of the 
papyrus. 

' In 1. 27 the coronis is placed after the formula X^ei '\i\sav% ob- 
viously by accident, and in 1. 36 at the end of the series of questions put 
by the disciples. 

^ The discoverers (Ox. Pap. iv, p. t) point out that there is nothing 
at all uncommon in' the use of the back of an ephemeral document for a 
literary text. 
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copies of the same document. Now i is numbered ia and 
is therefore the eleventh leaf of a codex : it contains eight 
Sayings. If we allow for the occasional occurrence of longer 
Sayings, such as the second and fifth in 654, we may con- 
clude that on an average each leaf of the codex to which 
I belonged contained five Sayings : more than fifty Sayings 
must therefore have preceded i, which, moreover, need not 
have been the last page in the codex, and the Collection which 
it represents must have been a large one. The same may 
be said of the Collection of which 654 is a fragment, for the 
papyrus begins with a formal Prologue which would be un- 
suitable to anything but a work of some length ; and the 
text is written on the back of a document which is likely to 
have been a long one'. When we recall further that both 
fragments are of one provenance and are approximately of 
one date, we have a good prima fade case for treating them 
as parts of one and the same Collection. Internal evidence 
bears this out. (i) The use of Xeyei 'Ii;<roBs absolutely, as a 
formula to introduce Sayings is unique — though this argu- 
ment is not very forcible since the Oxyrhynchus fragments are 
the only extant remains of any formal collection of Sayings 
of Jesus. (2) The peculiar relation of both to the canonical 
Gospels is the same in the character of their divergencies and 
resemblances alike^ (3) Both show distinct traces of the 
influence of Hebrew literature'. (4) The general level of 
thought, the doctrinal development, and the colouring is 
equal in both fragments. And in pure style there is the same 
similarity : if the parallelistic form of the Sayings in i is not 
as uniformly present in 654, this means no more than that 
at some points in his source the compiler of the Collection 
found much, and at others little parallelistic matter ; and as 
a matter of fact at least one, if not two, Sayings in 654 are 

1 See Ox. Pap. IV, pp. 2, 10. 

" See § 4 (pp. xxxiv fF.), where this subject is discussed in detail. 

' Pp. Ixiii ff. 
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cast in this shape (Sayings IV and V). Similarly the presence 
of a context in Saying V (and probably in Saying II), and the 
greater length of two of the Sayings in 654 are due to purely 
accidental causes. Here the compiler of the Collection might 
find short epigrammatic utterances, here longer Sayings which 
needed something of a context to bring out their meaning, 
— and would wish to include both alike in his " Treasury." 

All our evidence then, so far as it goes, distinctly favours 
the supposition that 654 is the first part of a literary Collec- 
tion of Sayings, to which i also belonged. 

§ 3. Collections of Sayings in general. 

Is the Oxyrhynchus Collection unique in Christian litera- 
ture, or is it but one example of a numerous class ? The 
answer to this question must obviously determine the stand- 
point from which we regard this document. And first we 
must remember that Collections of noteworthy Sayings are 
by no means unknown in literature generally. The Jews 
preserved the Sayings of their famous doctors in the Talmud 
and later in the Collection known as Pir^e Aboth ; and since 
Jewish colonies were to be found in many parts of Egypt, and 
Jewish influence was necessarily strong in the early Christian 
period, it is not impossible that the Oxyrhynchus Collection 
was formed, directly or indirectly, after a Hebraic modeP. 
But it is not necessary to assume this. The Egyptian also 
was naturally inclined to form Collections of Sayings, re- 
cording in aphoristic form the virtues and teaching of famous 
men ; and the Apophthegmata Patrum" has come down to us 
as a remarkable fruit of this tendency, while the Precepts of 
Ptahrhotep^ is partly preserved to us as a somewhat similar 

' Lock and Sanday, Two Lectures, p. 48. 

' For a Greek text of the alphabetic recension see Migne's PcUrologia 
Graeca, Lxv, cols. 71 ff. On the origin and date of this and other 
recensions see Butler, Laus. Hist, of Palladius, I, pp. 208 ff. 

' See Budge, Literatttre of the Egyptians, pp. 224 ff. To the same 
general class belong the Maxims of Ani (see op. cit. pp. 228 ff.). 
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monument from the Dynastic Period. We need not therefore 
go outside Egypt to find the origin of such literature. 

The discoverers have suggested that the Oxyrhynchus Col- 
lection may well have been but one of many such works and 
cite the Logia of Matthew and the Logia Kyriaka on which 
Papias commented as other examples of Collections of 
Sayings, though they regard the possibility of a connection 
between either of these and the document found by them as 
entirely remote. What, then, was the nature of the two works 
referred to, and were they in their general structure and scope 
similar to the Oxyrhynchus Collection ? In this connection 
Dr Lock' has remarked that in the first and second centuries 
the term Xoyia or to, Aoyta with OeoC, or rov KvpLOv,oi Kuptaxa 
added, generally seems to mean either the Old Testament 
or the whole Gospel message, while the combination Xoyia 
'Irjo-ov is never found : accordingly he suggested (in 1897) 
that the true title of the Oxyrhynchus Collection was Xoyot 
'lrj(Tov^ — a brilliant conjecture which was confirmed by the 
discovery of 654. But Papias^ in his notice of Mark's Gospel 
and Matthew's Zogia seems to equate Xdyoi and Xoyio, though 
the latter term, no doubt, has the fuller meaning "inspired 
Sayings." I therefore take Xoyia and A.oyoi alike to mean 
" Sayings." The passage is very important for an investiga- 
tion of the nature of the Logia of Matthew and the Zogia 
Kyriaka : it may here be quoted in full, xai rmsff 6 Trpetr- 
pvrepos eXeyev yi6.pK0<i it.\v ipiiTjvevT^s Uerpov yevdfi€Vos oaa 
ei^vi]fi6veva-ev aKpi^iai typatj/ev, ov fkhnoi rd^ei m vwb toB 
XptoToS 7] \f.)(6ivTa rj irpaxOevra- ovre yap ijkodo-ev toS 
Kvpiov, ovTe 7rapr]KoXov6r]c7fV auTW, varepov 84, oSs c<^ijv, Herpif 
OS Trpos Tas xpeia^ iiroidro ras SiSao-KoAtos, aAA* avx mnrtp 
(TVVTa^iv Tmv KvpiaKiSv Troiou/iei'os Xdycov. ma-re oiSiv rffUipTev 
MapKOs, OOTJOS Ivia ypai/^as ws dirip.vTux.oveva-ev. evos yap liroti/- 

' Two Lectures, p. 16. 

* For \6yos=' Saying' (in our sense) cp. Matth. xv 12. 

' a/. Eusebius H. E. m, 39. 15, 16, 



INTRODUCTION XXVU 

CTttTO TTjaovoiav, toB //.lySev (01/ ijKOV(rev TrapaXwretv ^ ^ivtracrBai 
Ti iv airots. ravra /xev ovv 'uTTOpxjTai T(p Ilarrt'^ Trepi to5 
MapKov. irepl 8e tov Mar^oiov toBt' eipijTai- MarSaTos /ikv^ovv 
'E^patSi StaXeKTU) ra Xoyta o-uvera^aTO, T^p/x'^veva-ev S' airo. oSs 
iJSvvaTO Ikoo-tos. 

I am reminded that the view that Papias' work dealt not 
with Sayings of our Lord, but with Messianic prophecies — 
which, of course, occupy a larger place in Matthew than in 
any other Gospel — is now gaining considerable ground. It 
is impossible to enter here upon a discussion of the nature 
of Papias' work ; nor am I qualified to do so. But surely the 
evidence before us goes to show that unrecorded Sayings, 
parables and acts of our Lord were the materials Papias col- 
lected and dealt with. Cp. the words of Eusebius where 
after recording the miraculous deliverance of Justus Barsabas 

he adds : (§ 1 1 ) tct aXXa 8e o ovros ojorav ex irapaSocrews dypd- 
(ftov eis avTov rjKovra TrapariOnTai, ievas re Ttvas irapajSoXas toB 
treoT^pos Kol 8iSa(TKaXiai airov Kai riva aXXa fivOiKunepa. It is 

difficult to see how such material and traditions, such as the 
death of St John the Divine, the incident of the woman 
" accused of many sins before the Lord " would be fitted into 
a disquisition on Messianic prophecies. Again, Papias as 
reported by Eusebius (ni, 39. 4) tells us that : tow twv ■n-pear- 
PvTep<i)v avcKpivov Xoyovs, ti 'AvSpcas y ri Herpo? fxirev tj ti 
4>iX«rn-os f] Ti ®a)/xas 1/ lotKui^os 7] Tt 'Icuavi/Tjs 7j Mar^aios ^ Tts 

Irepos TiSv TOV Kvpiov /jiaOrjTiSv. It is doubtful if he would in 
this way obtain much to enrich a work on Messianic prophe- 
cies ; but he would be likely to hear of many unrecorded 
Sayings, Discourses and the like. On the one hand Papias 
seems to disparage a side of Mark's work: it was com- 
posed for special needs, and the Sayings or discourses of the 
Lord were somewhat loosely and disjointedly set down (ov;^ 
uMTirep (TvvTa^iv t<3v KvpiaKuiv TroioiJ/itvos Xo^atv) ; on the other, 
he appears to find Matthew's work superior in this respect, 
though some difficulty in the rendering or interpretation of 
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it arose from the use of the " Hebrew dialect " (MarMos/^ev 
oSv 'EySpaiSi StaXeK™ to. \6yia (rvverd^aTO [v.l. (TVveypdfaTo], 
yp/ji7]vev(rev 8' avra cos ^Swaro exaa-TO's). When we recall that 
Papias is commenting on Sayings of the Lord we can hardly 
doubt the reason for this comparison between the two works 
as o-uvTa'^cis Xo'ywv : he is choosing the Logia of Matthew as 
the subject of his Commentary^ and explaining why he pre- 
ferred this work to Mark's Gospel. The remark ijpi/.Tjveva-ev 
S' avTo. (OS iJSwaro eKacrros is accounted for by the fact that 
Papias proposes to give kpp.tjvuai of his own : he implies, of 
course, that this interpretation had hitherto been ill done and 
that his own would be authoritative. The Logia of Matthew 
and the Xoyva. KvpLaKo. on which Papias commented are there- 
fore, on this view, one and the same. 

This identification is also made by Kirsopp Lake on 
different grounds". It is known that the Commentary of 
Papias was in five books, and Sir John Hawkins has pointed 
out' that the First Gospel shows signs of an underlying 
document divided into five "pereks" or chapters, the ends 
of which appear in Matth. vii 28, xi i, xiii 53, xix i, xxvi i — 
roughly in the form Kai eyevero ort. ireXeo-ev Irycrovs tous Xoyous 
TovTovi.... Presumably the underlying document is the 
Zogia of MattheWj a fact which would account for the other- 
wise difficult ascription of the First Gospel to Matthew. 

The Zogia of Matthew and the Zogia Kyriaka resolve 
themselves on this argument into Q, the non-Marcan 
source of the First and Third Gospels. Now though 
there may be some disagreement as to the exact shape and 

' Papias clearly worked on the basis of an accepted document and 
grouped his real material round those passages which it seemed to 
supplement and explain. Compare Papias' own words ffifyitoT-oTdfoi 
rais ipfiT/vetais, and the account of Eusebius (II. E. in, 39. rr) itoi 4XXo 
5i i) aiiThi iittiui iK wapaddireios iypA^ov...'irapaTidciTai, ^ivas ri nvai 
irapa^oKas rov auTrjpos k.t.\, 

' Hibberi Journal, in, pp. 337-8. 

' Horae SynopHcae, 131-5. 
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details of Q, its general form and nature is clear : it con- 
sisted in discourses and parables, with some short Sayings 
and, apparently, brief narrative connections. This is a docu- 
ment totally different from the Oxyrhynchus Collection 
which is a series of short, independent Sayings without any 
connections either of narrative or (apparently) of subject. 
Professor Lake' has indeed suggested a connection between 
the Oxyrhynchus Sayings and Q by an analysis of Luke i 1—4. 
He points, out that in the clause Iva eirtyvus irept <Sv Ka.Tt\- 
^Brp Xoyeuv rijv do-c^aXeiav, the word Ka.Tnyifi-(Yi has a tech- 
nical sound, and asks : can these Xdyot be a series of Sayings 
used for the instruction of converts which Luke is providing 
with a historical framework ? If so, 01 Xo'yoi is equivalent to 
Q and was used by Luke directly, while the First Gospel is 
based upon a recension known as Xo'yta — the Matthaean 
Logia of Papias. But there is no need to suppose Luke 
means more by Xoyoi here than "matters," "subjects" — ^even 
if Ka.Tr)xij67]<! be given its full technical sense ; and in any 
case the Q of Luke like the Q of Matthew (supposing them 
to have used different recensions) must still have been totally 
unlike the Oxyrhynchus Collection. 

The Zogi'a of Matthew, then, together with its equivalents 
and semi-equivalents cannot — so far as our evidence enables 
us to judge — have been in any sense analogous to the 
Oxyrhynchus Sayings. 

Is it possible to discern behind the Synoptic Gospels and 
behind, or independent of, Q a primitive Collection of 
Sayings which is comparable to that of Ox)T:hynchus ? The 
theory that in the earliest days of Christianity there existed 
a Collection of Sayings was enthusiastically championed by 
Dr Rendel Harris^ after the publication of i, was accepted 
and advanced a stage by Professor Lake' after the appear- 

' mbbert /oumal, III, p. 337. 
* Contenip, Sev. 1897, p. 346. 
' Hibbert Journal, in, pp. 332 ff. 
W. c 
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ance of 654, and has even found a follower in Dr Harnack' 
(who identifies this document with Q). Harris pointed out 
that agraptia are quoted by St PauP, Clement of Rome, and 
Polycarp with an introductory formula which varies but 
little, wherever used, and considered that the constancy 
with which this distinctive formula is used indicates that it 
is borrowed from a Collection of Sayings. The passages in 
question are as follows : 

(i) Acts XX 35 Sei. ../Avijjuovcuciv t&v koymv tov Kvpiov 
ir/crov oTi avToi elirev k.t.\. 

(2) i Clem. Rom. XIII fjLdXia-Ta /xe/xvrj/icvot raJv Xoytav tov 
KvpCov 'Irjcrov ovi iXdX.rjo'ei' 8t8ao"K(OV eiruiKHav Kai ft/iKpodviuav 
ouTcos yap uirtv k.t.X. 

(3) /d. XLVI jj.vrjdO'vjTi T(ov Xoytav 'ly]<70v ToC Kvpiov ■qp.iav 
eiTTt yop- K.T.X. 

(4) Polycarp, ad Philip^. 11 p.vt\p.ovi{iovTei Se mv anviv 

KVplOS BlSdo'KtaV, K.T.X. 

Since, however, Polycarp appears to have borrowed 
both formula and agraphon from Clement, St Paul and 
Clement of Rome stand alone as authorities for this 
formula. Professor Lake' claims that in the Prologue of 
654 we have another example of this citation-formula and 
one which by its position at the head of a series of Sayings 
vindicates Harris' theory in the most striking way. And 
indeed at first sight the words outoi 01 Xdyoi...o«s eXdXijo-ei' 
'Ii7o-ovs.../cat fxirev seem to lie very near to the introduction 
used by St Paul and Clement. Closer examination does 
not confirm this. In St Paul and in Clement oti Akiv 
(or its equivalent) is always epexegetic of ot Adyot, whereas 
the author of the Prologue makes ot Adyot cover the whole 
Collection, and uses /cat cTttcv to introduce a casual citation 

' The Sayings of Jesus (E.T.), pp. 188-9. 

" St Paul has another logion (but without formula) in i Cor. xiii ^ 
K&i> ex<^ TToo-o;/ T'f/v vlffTii' wsTc 6fn) neeusTivav (cf. Matth. xxi 21). 
' Hibbert Journal, III, 334. 
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intended to clinch a point which he is driving home. The 
Prologue of 654 cannot therefore be held to support 
Dr Harris' theory. 

The main position moreover is open to attack from more 
than one side. Clement's earlier citation does not seem to 
be a Logos at all (in the technical sense) for the writer clearly 
indicates that it is taken from a discourse on eTrietKcta and 
[rnKpoOviMia : and there is nothing to show that the same 
may not be true of the remaining examples. Again, the 
"formula" is by no means necessarily borrowed from a 
Collection : in itself it is a natural hieratic form such as 
would, when once established, come in very general use'. 
But above all we find the " formula " or very close approxi- 
mations to it in the Gospels and elsewhere in contexts 
which do not allow us to regard it as a loan from a Collec- 
tion of our Lord's Sayings. 

(i) Luke xxii 61 koj. vireiJi.vTJ(r9rj 6 IIctjoos toC pij/zaros rov 
KvpCov <i)S etirev avra ori... . 

(2) Id. xxiv 6 iivijadrire us eXaXijcrev ii/irv...\ey(i)v... . 

(3) 76. 44 ovTOi 01 \oyoi /lov ovs IkdXrjcra n-pos vjuas on 

(4) Acts xi 1 6 vireii,vri(r6-qv 8e rov prjfji.aTO'S Kvpiov <us iXtyev 
'leoavi'ijs fiiv iftairrurtv vSari,. . . . 

(5) John XV 20 p.vt\p.ovf.vf.Tf. ToC \oyov m> iyw elirov vfuv. 

(6) Id. XVI 4 oXXa Tavra \e\aX.r]Ka lva...p.vrip.ov€ir)fri aOrtov 
0T( kyia euirov vplv. 

(7) Jude 17 if/^tEis Se, ayamjTOi, /ivr/a-dijTe T<3v prj/iaTrnv rmv 
trpoeiprip.ivm' mo t(3v a7rooToXo)i/...oTt eXeyov vfiZv 

(8) Clem. Horn, xix 20 fsx.}i.vqp.tBa rov KvpCov ■qpMV koi 
SiSao'KaXov <os efTcXXo/Atvos cnrai tJ/uv.... 

(9) Epiphanius, Haer, LXIV 5 fJLvrifiovevere t<3v Xoytov 
Kvpiov OTi aijTos ewrev 

' Just as "You will remember how our Lord says " is a stock pulpit- 
phrase at the present day. 
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Of these passages (8) alone introduces an agraphon (pre- 
viously overlooked in this connection), and if we are to 
maintain that the "formula" is still derived from a Collec- 
tion, we must be equally prepared to maintain the proba- 
bility that our Lord (as in 3, 5 and 6) and the angels at the 
Sepulchre (as in 2) would be represented as quoting a 
citation-formula from a Collection ; we must explain why 
Luke uses it in (i) as part of his ordinary narrative, and 
why Peter in (4) uses it to preface a Saying which he 
remembers to have heard himself from Jesus. Are we, 
lastly, to infer from (7) that there was also a Collection of 
Sayings of the Apostles introduced by the same formula? 
The example quoted from Epiphanius gives the key to the 
whole matter. Formula and citation are there borrowed 
from Acts xx 35, and we have already seen that Polycarp 
borrows the formula (with an agraphon) from Clement of 
Rome. The form of citation is solemn and impressive and, 
as we have said, once it had taken root, it would spread 
widely. It is by no means unlikely that Luke — who has no 
less than five examples — was the first to make it current 
coin; but in its origin it seems to be merely a natural 
homiletic expression. May it not be that Luke learnt it 
from St Paul himself, not at Ephesus alone, but in the 
general course of his preaching, absorbed it into his own 
literary stock, and so passed it on to other writers? We 
conclude, then, that the citation-formula of Paul and 
Clement cannot be held to be evidence for the existence 
of a Collection of Sayings — much less of a Collection 
analogous in type to the Oxyrhynchus Sayings of Jesus. 

Lastly, can we discern such a primitive Collection in the 
two sources of the Synoptic Gospels, Mark and Q? The 
second of these contained a number of Sayings which are 
short, epigrammatic, and often parallelistic in form: LuM 
vi 27ff, and Matth. v i3ff. may be mentioned as special 
repositories of such Sayings. These logoi are exactly what 
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we should expect to find in a primitive Collection. In many 
cases they are quite arbitrarily introduced without context, 
and in others owe their grouping to an editor's striving 
after oTJi/ralts. The probability that these isolated logoi 
are derived from a Collection is greatly strengthened when 
we turn to the second Gospel. Mark shows a decided 
partiality to the historic present ; yet in ch. iv we find a 
series of Sayings — of which the first two (»». 21-23 and 
24—25) have only a verbal connection, and the second pair 
(ot. 26—29 ^"d 30-32) though linked by their common 
subject (the kingdom of Heaven), cannot well have been 
uttered on a single occasion — preceded in each case by the 
formula kox ?\ey«'. Now this formula " he used to say " or 
" he was saying '' is precisely that used to introduce supple- 
mentary Sayings of Jewish Rabbis in such a work as the 
Pirke Aboth from which Dr Burney^ quotes as an example 
"Hillel said... He used to say...." In the corresponding 
Lucan passage {Luke viii 16-18) these remarkable intro- 
ductions have been improved away. While, therefore, we 
are far from possessing complete proof, the character of the 
isolated Sayings and the Marcan use of the formula koX 
IXtye make it probable that here at last we have traces of a 
primitive Collection which was used by Mark and by the 
compiler of Q or, as we may say, by Matthew in compiling 
his Logia. 

Assuming for purposes of argument that this primitive 
Collection is now proved to have existed, what are we to 
say of its relation to the Oxyrhynchus Collection ? First, 
the Egyptian example is not derived from the primitive 
document : it is based — as we shall see — on the Gospels 
and, indeed, contains elements which are obviously later 
than anything in either Matthew or Luke, nor could we well 

• Should w. 2ff., 9 and 11 be included in this series? 

* Ap. Lock and Sanday, Two Lectures, p. 47. See also Taylor, 
Oxyrhynchus Logia, pp. 25-6. 



XXXlv INTRODUCTION 

imagine the Oxyrhynchus Collection to be a recension in the 
light of later thought and more developed theology of such 
a primitive Collection. Can we then regard these Collec- 
tions as two links in a chain, and suppose that the inter- 
vening links — a greater or less number of other Collections 
— have been lost to us ? In that case the Oxyrhynchus 
Sayings would be, at least indirectly, modelled after the 
primitive Collection, and the new matter in them, where 
not demonstrably of later date, would acquire a very 
weighty claim to historicity. But this is improbable: a 
number of Collections covering the period from the earliest 
days of Christianity could hardly have perished without 
leaving other traces and without the slightest literary 
notice'- It is far more likely that the Oxyrhynchus Collec- 
tion was made at a time when the primitive Collection 
had been absorbed into the Synoptic Gospels and utterly 
forgotten, by some person familiar with the Jewish and 
Egyptian practice of treasuring up the pregnant Sayings of 
famous teachers. So regarded, it would be but an uncon- 
scious revival of the primitive Christian Collection, and its 
true model would be Jewish or Egyptian. 

§ 4. Relation to the Canonical Gospels. 

The most hasty glance at the text of the two Oxyrhynchus 
fragments is sufficient to show that the Collection stood in 
intimate, but somewhat peculiar, relation to the Canonical 
Gospels. If the nature of this relation can be determined, 
we shall have achieved a distinct step towards ascertaining 
the position of the Sayings in Christian literature and their 
date, and, it may be, we shall find in our hands a clue to 
their origin. 

In the first place we can say positively that the Sayings 
are not extracts from the Canonical Gospels. Some of the 

' Unless indeed Xbyoi in Luke i 4 be a reference ; though Luke seems 
to derive all his logoi from Mark or from Q. 
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Sayings are completely new : others, indeed, approach one 
or other of the Gospels very nearly at certain points, but 
with such differences as preclude not only the theory of 
direct extraction but even of loose citation. 

What connection, then, if any, exists between the Oxy- 
rhynchus Collection and the Fourth Gospel? In their 
general character the Sayings are clearly Synoptic rather 
than Johannine. In the Prologue, indeed, we have what 
appears to be a direct citation from Johnj but this owes 
its position to the compiler of the Collection, and therefore 
stands quite apart from the Sayings themselves. In fact 
the two fragments do not contain a single passage which 
can be regarded as derived either from the Fourth Gospel 
or from any other Johannine work. And though in 654 
(L 20) I have ventured on a conjecture which lies very 
near to a passage in the First Epistle of St John, I do 
not suppose that the restoration— should it ever be vindi- 
cated — was derived either directly or indirectly from that 
work: so impressive a dictum as "we abide in Him and He 
in us " cannot have appeared for the first time in St John's 
Gospel, but (historicity apart) must have its roots in very 
early times ; and I do not see why the Oxyrhynchus Col- 
lection may not have been indebted to the same source 
(whether traditional or documentary) as St John, or to 
some nearly related source. At the same time Johannine 
influence is distinctly traceable in the Sayings. The most 
important mark of this influence is to be found in Saying VIII 
(Logion III) where the expression kv a-apKi mjsdrjv airols 
distinctly implies, though it need not there consciously 
insist upon, the doctrine of Pre-existence, a doctrine which 
is quite foreign to the Synoptics : perhaps, too, the mystical 
philosophy of the latter part of Saying II (so fer as it is 
extant) is also to be accounted Johannine. More numer- 
ous are expressions and phrases which are characteristic 
of the Johannine period. Harnack has remarked that in 
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Saying VII (Logion II) o /coVos is used in its Johannine 
sense of all that is foreign and must remain foreign to the 
Christian, and if in the same Saying oi/'eo-^ai tov nrwrkpa. can 
be paralleled in St Matthew, the Synoptic use of the phrase 
is altogether exceptional while in St John it is normal. In 
Saying VIII (Logion III) iv aapia <o(j>6^vai not only indicates 
a Johannine doctrine, but verbally also is characteristic of 
the same movement. (Dr Sanday compares i Tim. iii i6; 
\ John iv 2 ; 2 John 7.) The use of Sii/iav similarly betrays 
Johannine influence ; but if the view expressed in the Com- 
mentary is right, and there is some sort of a literary debt 
to Isaiah, it marks incipient rather than fully developed 
Johannism. Finally, Saying X (Logion V), though apparently 
connected with Matthew so far as form is concerned, is 
Johannine in spirit {ci. John xiv 18; xvi 32). 

A fairly definite conclusion may be drawn from these 
facts : Johannine influence is distinctly present, though 
definite dependence on any of the Johannine works or 
literary use of any of them is not likely. Nor is this ten- 
dency a vital element in the Sayings, but belongs to their 
colouring rather than to their substance. On a general view 
we might say that the Sayings were formed at a period 
when Johannism was already in the air but still nascent 
and undeveloped, or if we hold that Johannine thought is 
essentially the product of one master mind, that they were 
shaped in a locality which lay back from the stream and 
was only reached by ripples of Johannine thought. 

The relation of the Sayings is therefore with the Synoptics^. 
Of these, Mark may be dismissed at once. There is no 
Saying which finds a parallel in Mark alone, none whose 
phraseology is distinctively that of the second Gospel. But 
with Matthew and with Luke the Sayings are very intimately 
connected. The first clause of Saying I recalls CiyTetre /cal 

' The relations of the Sayings to the Synoptics are discussed in detail 
in the Commentary on each Saying. 
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evprja-fre which is common to both Matthew and Luke, and, 
though it need not be dependent upon either, the probability 
that it is an amplification of the canonical version is strong. 
The earlier part of Saying II, though apparently in literary 
dependence on /o6, is likely to have been suggested by 
Matth. vi 25 ff., but has a definite point of contact with 
Luke in the phrase 17 /Sao-iXeta evtos vft.S>v ia-ri. On the other 
hand the ending of Saying III definitely follows Matth. 
xix 30, as against Luke xiv 30, while Saying IV is com- 
pounded of elements derived from both Matthew and Luke 
(Commentary, p. 18). Saying V again seems to be closely 
parallel to Matthew in its substance, and probably in its 
wording also, though the extreme mutilation of the papyrus 
forbids a confident conclusion. Saying VI (Logion I) agrees 
exactly with Luke so far as it is preserved. In Sayings VII- 
IX (Logia II-IV) there is nothing to indicate a direct debt 
to either Matthew or Luke, though Saying VII (Logion II), 
as Harnack has pointed out, contains phrases which are 
characteristic of the Synoptics. Saying X (Logion V) is 
certainly connected with Matthew's "Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst,'' 
but diverges from it so markedly that the relation may not 
be immediate. With Sayings XI and XII (Logia VI and VII) 
we are on firmer ground : the former is undoubtedly con- 
nected with Luke alone, as is proved by (i) the use of Sekto's, 
and (2) the manipulation of the physician-proverb; the latter 
is a contamination of a Saying peculiar to Matthew, with 
elements drawn from the Matthaean version of the parable 
of the Wise and Foolish Housebuilders. 

Such in brief review is the relation between the Sayings 
and the Gospels. Three conclusions stand out clearly : 
(i) there are instances of literary dependence on the part of 
the Sayings upon Matthew and Luke ; (2) there is no clear 
trace of Marcan influence ; and (3) Johannine influence has 
occasionally coloured the Sayings, but is superficial j and 
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the Sayings are nowhere in literary dependence on the 
Johannine books. 

§ 5. The Nature of the Collection. 

Three main views have been formulated as to the nature 
and origin of the Oxyrhynchus Sayings. First, they have 
been thought to constitute a genuine and independent Col- 
lection; that is, a Collection of Sayings hitherto current 
orally and by tradition independently of written documents. 
On another explanation the Sayings, while containing a 
large element of accretion due to the mind of their editor 
(or, perhaps, gathered in the course of tradition), spring 
ultimately from the Canon. Others regard the Collection 
as a thesaurus derived from one or more of the uncanonical 
Gospels. 

The first view is based by the discoverers upon two main 
arguments, (i) "The primitive cast and setting of the 
Sayings, the absence of any consistent tendency in favour 
of any particular sect, the wide divergence in the familiar 
Sayings from the text of the Gospels, the striking character 
of those which are new, combine to separate the fragment [i] 
from the Apocryphal literature of the middle and latter half 
of the second century and to refer it back to a period when 
the Canonical Gospels had not yet reached their pre-eminent 
position^" (2) The reference to St Thomas in the Prologue 
of 654 as the authority for the Sayings makes it impossible 
to believe that the Collection could have been derived from 
an apocryphal Gospel : such a fraud would have been de- 
tected at once^. 

That the Sayings are in some sense primitive is, of course, 
true; but the epithet is relative, and though the Sayings are 
undoubtedly primitive as compared with apocryphal litera- 
ture generally, they are as certainly not primitive when 

' A47ia 'Iijo-oO, p. 16. 2 Ox. Pap. IV, p. 16. 
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compared with the Synoptic Gospels — unless indeed the 
evidence summed up in the preceding section can be proved 
to be misleading. The very divergencies of the Sayings 
from their Synoptic parallels point the same way in as much 
as they are traceable to the context of the authentic Saying, 
or are the result of conflation with another Synoptic Saying 
(see especially Sayings IV, XI and XII). Moreover, there 
are in the Sayings clear signs of a somewhat later plane of 
thought than that of the Synoptic Gospels, signs such as 
the sense in which d K.6(T[ko<i is used in Saying VII (Logion II) 
or as the doctrine of Pre-existence implied in Saying VIII 
(Logion III). It would indeed be difficult to regard the 
Sayings as derived from any documentary source if we could 
accept the discoverers' view that according to the Prologue 
the Sayings were addressed to Thomas, or to Thomas and 
one or more other of the disciples. But the Sayings them- 
selves are addressed sometimes in the 2nd person singular, 
sometimes in the plural, and are sometimes quite neutral; 
and one at least is in answer to a question put by the dis- 
ciples as a body (Saying V). They can hardly be said to be 
addressed exclusively to one (or two) persons. Moreover, in 
the Commentary on the Prologue I have shown reason for 
believing that the Prologue made no such claim to the 
authority of Thomas, but merely mentions the apostle in- 
cidentally. We cannot, then — at least for the reasons stated 
by the first editors — accept the Collection as genuine and 
independent. 

In view of their common quality, Dr Sanday regards the 
Sayings as the work of a single mind, starting as a rule from 
a genuine Saying but working it up in a sense of its own : 
the individual stamp which they show belongs to a later 
generation and to a more developed stage of reflection than 
do the authentic Sayings'. But while Dr Sanday believes 
them to have originated under conditions of thought which 

1 Two Lectures, pp. 34-35. 
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the Gospels had created, he considers that direct literary 
use of the Canonical books is not probable'. 

This view can be accepted as it stands except in so far 
as it denies the direct literary dependence of the Sayings 
upon the Gospels. The question has already been considered 
generally in the section on the Relation to the Canonical 
Gospels, and the particular instances of dependence are 
examined in detail in the Commentary : we need only 
repeat here that literary dependence seems to be the only 
explanation which will meet the double fact that the corre- 
spondences, when they occur, are very close and often 
extend even to minute points, as in Saying VI (Logion I), 
and that the divergencies are clearly intentional and cal- 
culated either to give a new direction to the Sayings, or 
(apparently) to adapt it to a new context. 

We are now reduced to a choice between two alternatives. 
Either the Collection is entirely spurious and is a literary 
invention by a writer of the early second century who set 
himself to invent Sayings and made some use of Synoptic 
materials in order to make his work seem genuine ; or the 
Collection is a Treasury of Sayings culled from one or more 
of the Apocryphal Gospels. The evidence which supports 
the second alternative excludes the former. Now in an 
independent Collection (whether spurious or genuine) each 
Saying must be complete in itself and will reveal no traces 
of a context : in a Collection of extracts, however, some 
Sayings may be quite self-contained, but others may be 
expected to show signs of the context from which they have 
been torn. The Oxyrhynchus Sayings seem to show such 
signs of extraction. Saying I is, of course, complete in 
itself, though we know from Clement of Alexandria that 
it was actually an extract (see Commentary). The second 
is too mutilated to admit of absolute certainty, but the 
question "Who are they who draw us?" postulates a 

' Op. cit. p. 41. 
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preceding Saying or discourse in which a reference made to 
01 IXkovtcs provoked the question. The third Saying (see 
Commentary) has all the air of being derived from a narrative 
passage parallel to one or other of the Synoptic incidents 
dealing with the seeking for precedence. Saying IV is 
certainly addressed to an individual— a mark of precision 
which is not in the least likely to have survived in a purely 
independent Saying — and is therefore to be accounted an 
extract : I may perhaps be allowed to draw attention to 
my attempt to restore this Saying to its original context. 
The discoverers have rightly remarked that the context of 
Saying V, which the compiler was obliged to retain in order 
to make his Saying intelligible, may be made to furnish an 
argument either for or against the theory of extraction \ 
None the less, this Saying is probably an extract : it begins 
with a very forcible verb, e^tTd^ova-iv, for which the discoverers 
compare ybAn xxi 1 2 oiSeis Se iroX/jia t<3v fjLaOrjrwv l^erdfrai 
avTov. The meaning in both cases is more than " to ask 
him " : it is rather " to examine him strictly," with a view to 
clearing up uncertainty or difficulty or mystery. This being 
so, we are forced to conclude that the Saying once had 
a context representing something to have been said or done 
by Jesus which caused the disciples to inquire what was his 
precise teaching on prayer, fasting and the like. Saying VI 
is addressed in the second person singular ; but the use 
here may be purely rhetorical, unless the missing first half 
gave the extant fragment a new and more particular direction. 
But this will not apply to Saying XIII (Logion VIII) : here, 
as in Saying IV, it seems clear that an individual is addressed, 
and we feel a curious sense of incompleteness in the absence 
of the circumstances in which the Saying was uttered and 
have to paraphrase it in order to understand its meaning. 
We should understand better what is signified by ' hearing 
with one ear ' if we knew for certain what called forth the 

' Ox. Pap. IV, p. ig. 
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rebuke. The remainder of the Sayings are quite neutral; 
but the instances in which the loss of a context is more or 
less clearly indicated are suflScient to create a very strong 
presumption that the Oxyrhynchus Sayings are in fact 
extracts. 

§ 6. Relation to the Apocryphal Gospels. 

In the preceding section I have shown reason for believing 
that the Sayings are extracts ; and as they cannot have been 
derived from the Canonical Gospels, their only possible 
source is one or more . of the Apocryphal Gospels. In this 
connection Dr M. R. James has suggested that we probably 
have to do with more than a single source and that several 
Gospels may have been laid under contribution ' ; but the 
definite homogeneity of the Sayings alike in style, in 
method of composition, and in level of thought is fatal 
to this view which can, indeed, rank as little more than 
a guess without further precision as to what the plural 
Gospels were. 

It would, perhaps, be generally conceded by those critics 
who regard the Sayings as extracts that only three of the 
various sources which have been suggested any longer have 
a serious claim to consideration — the Gospel of Thomas, and 
the Gospels according to the Egyptians and the Hebrews^- 

A connection between the Sayings and the Gospel of 
Thomas is somewhat favourably regarded by the discoverers' 
for the twofold reason that in the Prologue the Sayings are 
attributed to Thomas, and that the Saying "the Kingdom 
of Heaven is within you" is thought to have occurred in 

' Contemp. Review, 1897, p. 157. 

^ Zahn's view that the Ebionite Gospel was the source of the Sayings 
would be very plausible (compare Saying VII with the agraphon quoted 
by Epiphanius in Haer. xxx, 16) were it not that the Christology of 
that Gospel is irreconcilable with that of Saying X. 

' Ox. Pap. IV, pp. 18-19. 
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some form in the Gospel of Thomas as well as in the 
Sayings. The former of these, however, is pure conjecture : 
the attribution of the Sayings to Thomas depends on a 
restoration of the text of the Prologue which, as I think, 
can no longer be maintained ; and as I have shown in the 
Commentary a more natural and less dangerous supplement 
is possible. The second piece of evidence advanced by the 
discoverers must also be rejected ; first, because Hippolytus' 
gives no ground for believing that y) hiTo% avOpiin-ov /SacriXeia 
is other than a reference to the well-known Saying in Luke 
(see Commentary on Saying II) ; and secondly because the 
extant recensions of the Gospel of Thomas are confined to 
a narrative of the childhood of Jesus and no evidence exists 
to show that in its original form the Gospel had any wider 
scope, while the Saying about the Kingdom of Heaven can- 
not have occurred in a narrative of the childhood. And 
further, the agraphon actually quoted by Hippolytus from 
the Gospel of Thomas i/j-e b t,rjr<Sv eipjftrei. ev TraiStots a,7ro 
iroSv errTo. would seem to indicate that in its original form as 
used by the Naasenes this document was no more than a 
Childhood-Gospel. 

On the other hand Dr Taylor^ has shown that there are 
some points of contact between the Sayings and the extant 
versions of the Gospel of Thomas. Is it then possible to 
maintain with any show of plausibility that the Sayings' 
which show connection with the Gospel may have actually 
been derived from that Gospel in its primitive form ? This 
must be answered in the negative. Not only is it almost or 
quite certain that the original Gospel of Thomas was a 
Gospel of the Childhood in which most, if not all, of the 
Oxyrhynchus Sayings could never have occurred, but the 
relevant passages in the extant versions of the Gospel are 
so few and so slight, and their contexts are so obviously 

^ Refut. V, 7. " Oxyrh. Logia, pp. 90-93. 

' See Commentary on Sayings I, VIII and X. 
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irreconcilable with those of the Sayings which they recall, 
that they can be regarded as no more than reminiscences 
due directly or indirectly to the Sayings or to their source ; 
no exercise of ingenuity can make it seem even possible 
that Saying VIII (Logion III), for example, took the place 
in the original Gospel of the Saying' vvv KapiroKJiopeCTiacrav 
Tot era,, KoX pXtireruxrav oi Tv<j>kol ry KapSia. 

The claim of the Gospel according to the Egyptians to be 
considered the source of the Sayings has been maintained 
by Harnack^, Badham, Taylor and others. Harnack is 
satisfied that the Sayings are extracts, and that their source 
was a Gospel of Synoptic type. He goes on to indicate 
that the citations^ in the ps.-Clementine Second Epistle to the 
Corinthians bear the same relation to the Synoptic Gospels 
as do the Sayings in their well-defined dependence upon 
Matthew and Luke. All this coincides with the view which 
I had formed independently, save only in one particular. 
Not only do ps.-Clement's citations resemble the Sayings in 
their relation to Matthew and Luke, but also in the peculiar 
character of their divergencies from the Synoptic writers*. 
Perhaps the most notable of these citations is the following 
(xii 2) : eir£p(0T)j6«is yap airos 6 /cvpios iird tivos itotc i\iu 
axrov rj ^aciXfia, eiirev • Srav farai to. 8vo tv, koI to e^o) cos to 
etro), Koi TO aip<Tcv jaeTo, tyj's BriKeias ovt€ apaev cnm 6^Xv. 

This Saying closely resembles the concluding part of a 
fragment from the Gospel according to the Egyptians quoted 
by Clement of Alexandria {Strom, iii, 9, 64) %aKwp.t) ^ai- 

M.€)(pi TtVos ot avOpuiwoi a-irodavovvTai;...aTrfKpivaTO 6 icvpio%' 
Me^pii av TiKTUtcTLV at yuvatKes" (id. Ill, 9, 63) ^Xfiov [yap] 
KaTaXSo-ai to. epya t^s 6r;Xetas. {id. Ill, 9, 66) KaXms ovv 
iwohjcra p-y] rcKOva-a ;... a/iet/SeTai Xeytov 6 Kvpioi • TIa<Tav ^aye 

1 Evang. Thorn. A, vill (ed. Tischendorff). 

2 Op. cit. pp. 26 flf. 

' Preuschen, AntiUgomena, pp. 32-3. 
* See esp. Preuschen, p. 32, no. 10. 
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PoTavT/jv, T^v 8e iriKpiav i)(ovtrav firj t^ayijs. (i/i. HI, 13, 92) 
TTvvOavofievrj'S rlj'i 2a\(ij|u.ijs iroTe •yi/oJcrflijo'eTai (•yev^crerai : Zahn) 
TO, ir«|oi «Sv rjpeTO, e^ij 6 Kuptos • 'Otov to t^s aL<r)(yvi]i Iv8ii/xa 
iranjoTjTe Kai oTav yti/ijrai rot Svo ev, xai to appfv fuera t!j% 
OtjkeLai ovre appev oiJre 6-^Xv. But can it be held that ps.- 
Clement's citation is identical with this fragment? The 
divergencies between the two are such as can scarcely be 
reconciled by the theory of quotation from memory. 

(i) ps.-Clement's context is purely Lucan: in xii 13 and 
xviii 18 Luke records inquiries addressed to our Lord by "a 
certain man"; and in xviii 20 precisely the same question as 
that recorded by ps. -Clement is asked ; though Luke ascribes 
it to the Pharisees^ Contrast this with the fragment from the 
Egyptian Gospel. Salome inquires : When the things about 
which she asked shall be known {or shall come to pass)? 
Her question was : " How long shall men die ? " This may 
be ultimately equivalent to "When shall the kingdom of 
God come ? ", but formally the two are so remote that it is 
extremely doubtful if ps. -Clement would have treated them 
as synonymous. And would he have been likely to have 
forgotten who put this question ? It is vastly more probable 
that the author of the Egyptian Gospel substituted Salome 
for the indefinite interlocutor of ps.-Clement's source^ 

(ii) Further, ps.-Clement has nothing to correspond to the 
remarkable clause concerning trampling upon the garment 
of shame. It is not likely to have escaped his memory if it 
stood in his original, and why should he suppress it ? So far 
indeed is the Clementine citation from being identical with 
the passage from the Egyptian Gospel, that the former 
appears to stand to the latter rather in the relation of grand- 
father ; for the Gospel-fragment discovered by Grenfell and 
Hunt (Ox. Pap. iv, no. 655, 11. 17 ff.) has a passage which 
seems to stand between the two under consideration. On 
the one hand the context Xeyouo-ii' avrm ot p-aOtfrai avrov- 
' See Resch, Agrapka, p. 196. ' Resch, op. cit. 203. 

W. d 
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iron T^fuv e/ii^av^s co-ci Kal irore (xe 6il/6iJ.i6a ; seems closely 
related to the Clementine version i; but on the other, the 
actual Saying Xeyet orav iK&varrjaOe koL /j-t) a'urxvvBiJTe... 
betrays kinship with the Egyptian Gospel. 

(iii) Again, ps.-Clement has the clause: "and that which 
is without as that which is within" — a clause which the 
Egyptian Gospel ofnits. This omission can only be explained 
(as I believe) on Resch's theory^ as dehberate in order to 
give a purely Encratite meaning to a Saying whose original 
significance' was that the kingdom of God will come when 
all differences and barriers are broken down. 

In view of these divergencies the conclusion that the 
Clementine version is not only not to be identified with that 
of the Egyptian Gospel but stands at least two stages above 
it, seems inevitable. Harnack's argument that the ps.-Cle- 
mentine citations were derived from the Egyptian Gospel* 
rested solely upon the assumed identity of the Clementine 
with the Egyptian version : if this may now be taken as dis- 
proved, his attribution of the Sayings to the Egyptian Gospel 
on the grounds already stated must fall to the ground. 

We may add the following considerations : (i) if the passage 
in ii Clem, xii 2 were proved to be a loose citation of the 
Egyptian Gospel, this would not necessarily imply that all 
the citations were from that source ; for apart from its con- 
text the Saying is rather Pauline than Synoptic, (ii) Though 
in view of their common quality the Sayings certainly conform 
to one iyj>e, this need not imply that they necessarily came 
from one and the same document. The citation in ii C/em. 
V 2 may be referred on structural grounds to the Gospel 

^ Immediately before the citation ps.-Clem. says : ireiSi) ovk otSa/iep 
TTjv jjfiipav T^s iiTiipavelas toO OeoS. 

^ Resch, op. cit. p. 202. 

' For the elements in and interpretation of this Saying, cp. Resch, 
op. cit. 197 ff. 

* And, we may add, his theory of the Synoptic character of that Gospel. 
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according to the Hebrews as I have pointed out elsewhere^ — 
a view which is' perhaps strengthened by the fact that it is 
immediately followed (in v 5) by an oblique citation of a 
passage known to come from that Gospel". 

Before we leave this matter, however, we must consider 
the view of Dr Armitage Robinson' who, without committing 
himself to Harnack's theory as to the source of the Sayings 
as a whole, considers that Sayings VII and X (Logia II 
and V) at least may be from the Egyptian Gospel. Clement 
of Alexandria* in his discussion of the subject of marriage 
seems to meet an objection based upon a saying similar to 
the first half of Saying X (Logion V), and further on in the 
same argument mentions Julius Cassianus as quoting the 
Salome dialogue from the Egyptian Gospel. Clement then 
quotes the passage from Isaiah dealing with the eunuchs 
and their Sabbath-keeping and winds up with an allegorical 
interpretation of the eunuchs as keeping Sabbath by refraining 
from sin: "Blessed are they," he concludes, "who fast 
from the world." Dr Armitage Robinson argues that, 
while certainty is impossible, Clement is probably dealing 
with not one but three citations from the Egyptian Gospel. 
This probability may be admitted; but the admission 
does not involve the attribution of Sayings VII and X 
to the Egyptian Gospel. As I have tried to show in the 
Commentary on the latter of these Sayings, the Saying with 
which Clement had to deal had a reference not only to 
One and Two, but also to Three which is lacking in the 
Oxyrhynchus Saying though it is found in a version quoted 
by Ephraem Syrus. If therefore the Saying with which 
Clement deals actually occurred in the Egyptian Gospel, 

1 /. T.S. XIV, 401-2. 

'^ ii Clem, y 2 ii d^ ivayye'Kla rod XpurToO //.eyiXri Kal Bav/mffT'/i icTiv 
Kol Avdravins rrj! lieXKoiaiis jSaffiXe/as Kcd fw^s alavlov. 
' Exfosiior, 1897, pp. 417 ff. 
* Strom. Ill, passim. 

dl 
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we may be sure that the Sayings are not derived from that 
document, since it is there found in an extended and more 
developed form. Neither does it seem Ukely that Clement's 
blessing on "those who fast from the world" is directly 
derived from our Saying. If I am not mistaken in my inter- 
pretation of Saying VII, Clement's allegorical explanation of 
the terms "Sabbath" and the "fast from the world" is 
altogether later than the sense in which they are used in the 
Saying: and, as I have argued in the Commentary, the 
positive beatitude "Blessed are they who fast from the 
world" is probably a direct quotation (whether from the 
Egyptian Gospel or no), and is therefore not to be identified 
with the converse form " Unless ye fast the world, ye shall 
not find the kingdom of God " of the Oxyrhynchus Saying. 
Lastly, Mr Badham^ finds that in "their seeming Gnosti- 
cism, their asceticism, the country where this papyrus was 
discovered, and, above all, some remarkable points of contact 
with the Pistis Sophia and allied works, no other source 
than the Egyptian Gospel seems possible '' for the Sayings. 
First of all we may dismiss the argument from the place of 
origin : hitherto many Gospel fragments have been found in 
Egypt but not one which can pretend to come from the 
-Gospel according to the Egyptians, a work which seems, 
indeed, never to have been so very popular in Egypt and 
to have been the treasure of a sect rather than of a Church. 
As to the alleged asceticism of the Sayings, it is non-existent. 
The fast towards the world of Saying VII means no more 
than abstention from sin as the thing symbolised in the 
rite of fasting, and in Saying V fasting is regarded only as 
one of the normal religious observances to be performed 
sincerely and without ostentation. Finally, there is the Gnos- 
ticism which Mr Badham sees in Saying VIII (Logion III): 
" Christ refers back to the days of His flesh in a way which 
distinctly implies some occasion between the Resurrection 

' Athenaeum, Aug. 7, 1897. 



INTRODUCTION 34lix 

and Ascension" and "from the 'Pisiis Sophia' and Irenaeus 
we know what an attraction the Gnostics found in this 
interval." How unfounded this view is will become clear 
(I think) to anyone who will weigh the considerations put 
forward in the Commentary on Saying VIII. I need only 
repeat here how inappropriate the expression " My soul 
grieveth over the sons of men" would be in the mouth of 
the risen Christ. 

To sum up. We have now examined the arguments by 
which Harnack, Robinson and Badham have sought to 
refer the Sayings to the Gospel according to the Egyptians, 
and as a result we find {a) that the passages in the Sayings 
which have been thought to correspond with citations from 
the Egyptian Gospel certainly cannot be identified with these 
citations; (p) that while the Egyptian Gospel approached 
such works as the Pistis Sophia in character, the Sayings 
are strictly of Synoptic type and unmarked by any Gnostic 
or Encratite traits. In a word, the Egyptian Gospel was 
certainly not the source of our Sayings. 

We turn, then, to the Gospel according to the Hebrews 
which was claimed as the source of the Sayings by Batiffol 
immediately after the discovery of i. But before we review 
the evidence which points to this Gospel as the source of 
our Sayings, we must clear the ground by ascertaining what 
we mean by the Hebrew Gospel. For Bartlet^, accepting 
Dr Sanday's view as to the formation of the Sayings, has 
taken up a much more advanced position and claims that 
Ox. Pap. I, 654 and 655 are fragments of a Gospel (as 
opposed to a Collection of Sayings) which is an Alexandrine 
Gospel according to the Hebrews and to be distinguished 
from the Palestinian Gospel known to Origen and to Jerome. 
Now the character of Ox. Pap. 655 is quite unmistake- 
able : it is that of a Gospel in the ordinary sense . of the 
term. Though its matter is wholly discourse, it is continuous. 

^ Contemp. Rev. 1905, pp. n6 ff. ; Rev. . of Theol. and Philos. I, p. 16. 
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The change of subject in 1. 17 is no more significant than is 
a new paragraph in the Canonical Gospels; and though it 
may be argued that the general form of 11. 17-20 corre- 
sponds so exactly to that of Saying V as to suggest that 
that passage is merely one of a string of Sayings, this corre- 
spondence proves nothing : it is more likely that Saying V 
was extracted with its context because of its compact form 
and because the context was necessary, than that 655 is to 
be regarded as a string of Sayings merely because one of 
the Sayings it includes forms with its context an independent 
paragraph cast in the same shape as the fifth Oxyrhynchus 
Saying. 

The fatal objection to Bartlet's theory, however, lies in 
another direction. In 654 we have the beginning of a 
document stated in the Prologue to contain Sayings and 
not a Gospel (Xoyoi : contrast Mark i i), and consisting in a 
series of Sayings which exhibit only the loosest connection, 
if any, with one another. Moreover, these Sayings are care- 
fully marked off from one another not only by the intro- 
ductory formula Xeyet '\f\(To\i% but also by the orthographic 
coronis and paragraphus. In i, a fragment from a point 
considerably further on in the same document, the critical 
marks are indeed not found — since i belongs to another 
copy — but the formula Xe'yct 'Iijo-oCs still introduces each 
saying with that " monotonous regularity " which Dr Bartlet' 
considers so improbable. The natural inference is that since 
the introductory formula occurs regularly in these two widely 
separated fragments, it occurred throughout the whole work. 
Contrast this with the use of 655. At the end of the dis- 
course (1. 17) a saying is introduced by Xtyei alone, while in 
1. 41 — the context is lost — the reproof of the Pharisees is 
introduced by IXeye. Such a use is quite normal in a 
Gospel : equally certainly the regularly repeated \iyu 'Irjaovs 
of 654 and I introducing disconnected apophthegms is 

' Rev. of Theol. and Philos. i, p. 16. 
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foreign to a Gospel unless we are prepared to use that term 
in a new sense. 

Dr Bartlet has also stated what he thinks to be the 
occasion of his "Gospel"-'. Holding the Sayings to be post- 
resurrectional^, he considers that they were uttered on the 
occasion mentioned in John xx 26 and Luke xxiv 44, and 
that they conveyed the inner meaning of the Sayings uttered 
during the Ministry. This view seems to be quite arbitrary, 
(i) The Prologue of 654 does not say — as it might surely be 
expected to do — that the Sayings were uttered on any such 
occasion as Dr Bartlet suggests, nor does it affirm that 
they were addressed to Thomas or to Thomas and others- 
(2) On the occasion mentioned by Luke it was not the inner 
meaning of the words of the Ministry that was expounded, 
but (as is expressly stated in vv. 44-6) the Messianic passages 
of the Old Testament. (3) Dr Bartlet's theory as to the 
exposition of the " inner meaning " depends wholly upon the 
connection he sees between the Sayings. Yet there are few 
critics who can see any such connection, and fewer still 
who can agree as to its exact nature. Surely if the compiler 
intended the Sayings to carry an inner meaning, he would 
not have buried it in such obscurity as to be extracted only 
by the ingenuity of a modern scholar ; more especially as his 
readers were probably comparatively simple folk. (4) The 
Sayings themselves do not support the post-resurrection 
theory. Saying VIII (see Commentary) is not an utterance 
of the risen Christ, nor does the Prologue indicate such an 
occasion. All the Sayings are appropriate to the period of 
the Ministry and to that alone; for who would represent 
the disciples as asking for instruction as to prayer, fasting 
and the like in the period which intervened between 
the Resurrection and Ascension? I conclude, therefore, 

^ Contemp. Reo. 1905, pp. 118-9. 

^ Taylor holds the same view as to the occasion of the Sayings, com- 
paring further Acts i 3 (J.T.S. vn, p. 546). 
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that 65s is not to be associated with 654 and i, and that 
these latter are certainly not fragments of a Gospel. 

We now come to Dr Bartlet's theory of a twofold Gospel 
according to the Hebrews, the Alexandrine Gospel known to 
Clement of Alexandria, and the Palestinian Gospel of Origen 
and Jerome. This theory is built mainly upon the fact that, 
although Clement of Alexandria knew no Aramaic, he uses 
the Hebrew Gospel familiarly and as a document well 
known to his readers^. It is therefore presumed that when 
Clement describes a Gospel as Koff 'EySpatous, the term is 
purely descriptive and means "the Gospel in use amongst 
•the Hebrews" as distinguished from x!a& Gospel according to 
the Egyptians, that this was no other than that Gospel 
according to the Twelve which Origen" pairs off with the 
Egyptian Gospel, and cannot be the Gospel known to 
Jerome, since Jerome never shows knowledge of Saying I 
and would not have translated the Aramaic Gospel in Greek 
had a translation already existed. 

This argument cannot, I think, possibly be maintained. 
The qualifications Koff "E^patovs and kot AlyvTrriov? are 
obviously correlative and can have arisen nowhere else 
than in Alexandria, so that we can surely infer that the 
Hebrew Gospel was current, at least in Aramaic, in the city 
of Clement. Bartlet seems to attach a territorial sense* to 
these qualifications: it seems much more likely that they 
have a sectarian significance, that Ai-yum-ioi are not really 
Egyptians but Jews of Alexandria who had dropped their 
own tongue and adopted the language and something of 
the philosophic culture of their adopted home*, and that 
'E/Spaioi are the more scrupulous Jews of Alexandria who 
refused to be absorbed by local influences. The position 

' In Strom. V, 14, 96 Clement quotes Saying I, referring to it as inAva. 
' Horn, in Luc. I (Preuschen, p. i). 
' As does Harnack, Altchr. Litt. 11, 1, p. 639. 
* These would correspond exactly to the 'Iouiaroi..,ot /toroiKoCyres 
k.h(\)Tn-ov oi Acts ii 5-11. 
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would be exactly paralleled if we compare the Jews of the 
Ghetto in any of our modern cities with the Jews of the 
higher financial and commercial classes : the one class 
excludes the alien culture, faith and manners by which it 
is surrounded, while the other wholly or partly is eager to 
assume them. Such a distinction agrees exactly with the 
different characters of the two Gospels : the one party would 
evolve the Egyptian Gospel, Gnostic, mystic, and sophistic, 
and the other, clinging to old customs and rites, would 
produce the Hebrew Gospel in their own tongue. 

That the Gospel Kaff 'isppaiovs is identical with the 
Gospel according to the Twelve mentioned by Origen is 
in all probability true, but the fact does not indicate two 
Hebrew Gospels, for Jerome^ actually mentions "secundum 
Apostolos " as one of the titles of his so-called Palestinian 
Gospel. 

Again, Bartlet assumes an extraordinary as well as a most 
unfortunate coincidence when he postulates that Clement 
chose purely for purposes of distinction a title which all 
other writers reserve as the special designation of a particular 
and most important Gospel. 

Finally, there remains the difficulty as to Clement's use of 
an Aramaic Gospel. This difficulty vanishes at once when 
we recall that an early translation into Greek is a priori most 
probable, and that there is actual evidence in favour of this 
in the use of the Gospel by Hegesippus, Eusebius, Clement 
and Origen^. That Jerome translated the Gospel from the 
Aramaic into Greek and Latin indicates no more than that 
he knew of no other translation : and by his time the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews may well have sunk before the in- 
creasing authority of the Canonical Gospels into a position 

1 Contra Pelag. ill, .j. 

^ Harnack, Gesch. d. altchr. Litt. II, i, 635-641; Sitzungber. d, 
k. Preuss. Akad. 1904, p. 176. Handmann, Das Hebraer-Evangelium, 
pp. 33, 116-117. 
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of merely provincial validity — a supposition which 'would 
carry with it the gradual disappearance of the early Greek 
rendering. Nor can I see force in the argument that 
since Jerome does not quote Saying I, it cannot have 
occurred in the Gospel which he translated. It was obvi- 
ously impossible to quote everything that was remarkable 
in that book, and Jerome never attempted to do so: for 
neither, it may be observed, does he quote the remarkable 
Saying concerning the Division of Souls'. As a result of these 
various considerations we are now able to claim that when 
Clement of Alexandria and Jerome mention the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews, they are speaking of one and the 
same document. We have now to inquire what is the evi- 
dence which connects the Sayings with this Gospel. 

Our external evidence is limited to the fact that Clement 
of Alexandria twice quotes parallels to Saying I, once in an 
abbreviated form which he expressly attributes to the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews, and again in a shape which is 
identical in all but minute points with the Oxyrhynchus 
version, but this time without naming his source. The ques- 
tion whether Clement's longer or shorter form is the more 
exact quotation from the Gospel according to the Hebrews is 
therefore of great importance : it is discussed in its proper 
place in the Commentary on Saying I ; but for purposes of the 
present argument it will be sufficient to state the conclusion 
there arrived at, that Clement's longer form is the more exact : 
and this conclusion is, so far as I know, admitted by all critics. 

One of the Sayings, then, is certainly derived from the 
Hebrews' Gospel. Does internal evidence go to show that the 
remaining Sayings are also taken from this source*" ? 

In Saying IV the use of the second person singular dis- 
tinguishes that fragment of the Mission Charge from the 

' Preuschen, p. 8, no. ■22. 

* Schmidtke's Neue Frag. u. Untersuch. a. d. Judenchristl. Evang. 
has come into my hands too late to be of use in the following pages. 



INTRODUCTION Iv 

Synoptic versions and connects it with the only other known 
version, the non-canonical fragment quoted by pseudo- 
Clement''. Now this apocryphal fragment exhibits a rhetorical 
structure which is peculiarly striking and which we find re- 
peated in a fragment, quoted by Jerome from the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews, and nowhere else. We may there- 
fore conclude with some degree of confidence that Saying IV 
also comes from the Hebrews' GospeP. 

Secondly, the relation of the Sayings on the one hand and 
of the extant fragments of the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews on the other to the Synoptic Gospels seems to be 
the same. In the Sayings we found (§ 4) a very strong Lucan 
influence combined with an almost equally marked depend- 
ence upon Matthew : Johannine influence was seen to be 
not essential, being strictly occasional and more a matter of 
colouring than of form. No clear sign of dependence upon 
Mark could be detected ; but there is an important amount 
of new matter^, and some striking results seem due to the 
author's combination of his sources. How do these features 
agree with the Gospel according to the Hebrews ? 

The Gospel according to the Hebrews, as its alternative title 
"according to Matthew" shows, must have been very closely 
allied to our First Gospel. At first sight this predominating 
Matthaean influence may seem incompatible with the charac- 
teristic Lucan predominance in the Sayings, but it is not 
really so. Judging by the extant fragments, we are led to 
believe that the framework and narrative of this Gospel 
closely followed that of the canonical Matthew, and to this 
its subtitle is due. But (to anticipate some of the results of 
our examination) the apocryphal evangelist made great use 
of Luke in elaborating or recasting minor incidents, matters 

' Ad Corinth. V, 2-4. 

^ See Commentary on Saying IV and my note in Journ. Theol. Stud. 
XIV, 400 ff. 

^ Some part at least of this may be due to local and oral tradition f 
(as is likely) the Hebrews' Gospel originated in Palestine. 
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of detail, and Sayings. Eusebius' tells us that the Ebionite 
readers of the Gospel according to the Hebrews " made little 
account of the rest" : may this not have been because the 
evangelist had worked into his main " Matthaean " fabric 
practically all in Luke that was at once striking and acceptable 
to Jewish converts who would not break wholly with their old 
faith — and so had robbed Luke of importance ? If such were 
the case it is only to be expected that fragments from the 
Hebrews' Gospel like the Sayings should show a predominant 
Lucan influence. Had we their contexts, it is likely that we 
should find that they occurred mainly in Matthaean settings. 

First of all, the extant fragments of the Hebrews' Gospel 
shows a number of very striking passages in which Lucan 
influence is incontestable. 

(i) The remarkable reproof of the Rich Man quoted by 
Origen^ follows Matthew generally in the first half, but later 
we have : " et ecce multi fratres tui, filii Abrahae, amicti sunt 
stercore, morientes prae fame et domus tua plena est bonis, 
et non egreditur omnino aliquid ex ea ad eos." Comparing 
this with Luke xvi 19 ff. we get the following parallels which 
cannot be accidental : alter diuitum (in the first part) at once 
recalls Luke's " there was a certain rich man '' ; filii Abrahae 
and amicti sunt stercore are the converse of "father Abraham'' 
{v. 24) and of "who was clothed in purple and fine linen"; 
domus tua plena est bonis corresponds to " fared sumptuously 
every day " ; egreditur is reminiscent of " was laid at his 
gate " and morientes prae fam^ of " desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man's table." There can be 
no doubt whatever that the evangelist of the Hebrews' Gospel 
is here elaborating his main source, Matthew, with reminis- 
cences of the Lucan parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus. 

(2) Eusebius' has preserved in abstract the parable of the 

' H.E. Ill, 27. 4. 

2 Comm. inMatth. XV, 14 (Preuschen, p. 6, no. ii). 

3 Theophania (?) (Preuschen, p. 7, no. 14). 
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Three Servants. One of the servants by a bold departure 
from the Canonical version is there described as o axrwrta^ 

c^i]K(iJS...6 KaTa^ayoJV njv v-irap^iv tov SicrnoTOV /iETO. iropvmv 

Koi avk-ijTpLSwv. Now the original of the Parable in the 
Hebrews' Gospel is certainly Matth. xxv 14-30; but with 
this has been fused the story of the Wicked Servant of 
Matth. xxiv 48-51 who is remodelled on the lines of the 
Lucan Prodigal Son. This is clear if we compare the descrip- 
tion just quoted from Eusebius with Luke xv 13, 30 : Sie- 
a-Kopirure njv oia-iav airrov t,iov ao-o)T(i>s...o Kara^aywv trov toi/ 
jSiov p.eTa. ToJi' iropvuv. 

(3) The fragment describing the appearance after the 
Resurrection to James ^ has no parallel in Matthew: nor does 
that Gospel contain anything upon which it can be thought 
to have been built. The appearance to James is otherwise 
recorded by St Paul alone^ and the attestation of this might 
be thought to be quite the most valuable piece of information 
preserved to us by the Hebrews' Gospel were it not more 
than probable that the whole incident is composite. It would 
appear that the evangelist started from the fact recorded by 
St Paul and possibly otherwise known ; that James's vow " se 
non comesurum panem ab ilia hora qua biberat calicem 
domini donee videret eum resurgentem a dormientibus," 
which can scarcely be historical', was suggested by the vow 
of the fanatics who sought to kill St Paul {Acts xxiii 1 2), and 
that the remainder of the incident is fashioned after Luke xxiv 
30, 42 : compare especially Luke's ka/itav tov apTov eiXd-yijo-e, 
Kai xXdo-as cireSi'Sou avrois with " tulit panem et benedixit ac 
fregit et dedit lacobo iusto." In this case the Lucan influence 
seems to have radiated from Acts as well as from the Gospel. 

' Jerome, de Viris ill. i (Preuschen, pp. 7-8, no. 18). 

2 I Cor. XV 7. 

' If indeed the Synoptics are right in limiting the Last Supper to the 
Twelve alone. Adeney (Hibbert Joum. in, 157) is probably right in 
seeing here confusion between James the Apostle and James i dSeX^os 
TOV Kuplov. 
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(4) Jerome^ states that the Appearance to Peter referred 
to by Ignatius" occurred in the Gospel according to the Hebrews. 
Neither Matthew nor Mark have anything in the slightest 
degree like this, whereas Luke's account is very close even 
in some verbal points, as is shown in the following parallel 
narratives : 

St Ignatius. St Luke. 

Xd^eT€, xjrrjXaipijcraTe /t€ zeal iJ/riXatfirja-aTt fA.t koi tStre- 

iSere ort ovk el/ju Bai/ioviov acrto- otl irvevfjia aapxa Kai oarrea oiiK 

fiarov. Kol evBvs avrov ■^ij/avro ex*' Kadius i/jii OeiaptiTt l^ovTa. 

KoX iwicTTtva-av Kpadevres ry Ka t... eS et^ev auTois rots x^'pos 

(rapKi avTov Koi T<p irvev/iaTi. Kat tods TTOOas. 

(5) Finally, there is that incident of the woman "accused 
of many sins before the Lord " which Eusebius' tells us was 
recorded in the Hebrews' Gospel as well as in the work of 
Papias. There is little to give a clue to the outline of this 
episode : it is generally regarded as very similar to or even 
identical with the famous wepiKOTn] oi John vii 53 — viii 11. 
On the one hand Eusebius' words yovaiKo<i...%ia^\y]Bv.<jt\% in 
Tov Kvpiov certainly point to a situation similar to that in the 
Fourth Gospel. But the addition iwl irokX.ats apxiprlaK goes 
beyond the version found in John. Is it not likely that while 
the general outlines of the episode in the Hebrews' Gospel 
may have corresponded with those in John, they were at 
least largely coloured by the Lucan account of the woman 
with the alabastron of myrrh*? Compare especially with 
Eusebius' expression Luke's dc^cWrai ai a/xapriai avrrjs ai 
TToWal (vii 47). 

From the series of passages just examined it appears that 
the Gospel according to the Hebrews contained a very strong 
Lucan element playing exactly the same part as in the 

^ de Viris ill. 16. ' ad Smyrn. in, 1-2. 

^ H.E. Ill, 3g. 17 (Preuschen, p. 9, no. 23). 
* Luke vii 37 ff. 
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Sayings and approximately equal in extent. We must now 
ask whether the Johannine element which is to be distin- 
guished in the Sayings has a parallel in the Gospel. 

(i) Jerome^ has preserved an account of the Baptism 
of Jesus which is remarkable both in other respects and 
especially in its insistence on the rest of the Holy Spirit : 
"descendit...requievit super eum....Expectabam te ut venires 
et requiescerem in te. Tu es enim requies mea." In the first 
place it is evident that the writer is thinking of the dove and 
the ark (Genesis viii 9) ; that is, that the passage is a product 
of the age of reflection". And secondly it is to be noted that 
the Synoptics have nothing like the "requievit... requies" of 
the Hebrews' Gospel : Matthew has ipx6fji.evov i-n-' airov; Mark, 

KaTajSatvov or' airrov ; Luke, KaTajSrjvai iir avTOv. John's 
account alone is parallel : reOeafiai to wevpia Kara^acvov. . . koI 
iiitivev iir airrov^. Again in the same passage, where all the 
Synoptics have ayaTrr/Tos, the apocryphal Gospel has " filius 
primogenitus," which in its developed theology is nearer to 
St John's'' o /Aovo-yei/iys vlo's, though for an exact parallel we 
must go to Hebrews i 6; and it must be remembered that 
the writer is applying Psalm Ixxxix 27 in a Messianic sense. 
(2) The appearance to Peter and those with him quoted 
above to illustrate the Lucan element in the Hebrews' Gospel 
shows in one respect a strong development beyond Luke in 
the direction of Johannism. Luke does not record that the 
disciples touched Jesus, whereas our Gospel not only states 
that they touched him, but emphasises the effect which this 
had upon them". St John's account of the appearance to 
Thomas, however, is essentially parallel. Is not our evan- 
gelist, like St John, combating a form of Docetism ? 

1 Comm. in Is. IV, p. 156 (Prenschen, p. 4, no. 4). 

" As Adeney remarks on other grounds (Hibbert Joum. iii, p. 150). 

' i 18 : the epithet (TrpuriroKos) is certainly due to Psalm Ixxxix 7. 
* a. John XX 23. 
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(3) Still more definitely Johannine (though an alien 
element is also to be felt) is the logos cited by Eusebius' : 
" I choose even the good ones [souls] whom my Father in 
Heaven has given me." It would almost seem as if the com- 
piler of the Hebrews' Gospel were here borrowing directly'' 
from St John when we compare John xiii 18 eyw oiSa ofis 
efcXe^a/Aijv, and xvii 6 i^avipuxro. (rov to t>vo/*a tois dvOptorrois 
ous IScoKas fioL £K Tov Koo-fiov <Toi Tjuav /cat €jiioi avTois eSoJKas. 
Yet the context of this Saying was Synoptic : " He taught 
the cause of the division of the souls which would happen in 
the houses" — a context which is obviously parallel to 
Matth. X 35-37 riKdov yap Sixa.(rai av^peuTrov /caro. tov jrorpos 

avTov K.T.X. 

(4) Johannine, too, in tone and feeling are such Sayings 
as that quoted by Jerome' : "et nunquam (inquit) laeti sitis 
nisi cum fratrem vestrum videritis in caritate"; and that 
reported by the same Father'' : " ut in evangelio quod iuxta 
Hebraeos Nazaraei legere consueverunt, inter maxima ponitur 
crimina qui fratris sui spiritum contristaverit " — even though 
the second of these may seem to be related to Matth. v 
22-23. 

In the Gospel according to the Hebrews, then, there is a 
distinct Johannine element, but it is by no means deep- 
seated. There is only a single passage which can possibly be 
dependent upon St John's Gospel, and in view of our 
ignorance of St John's sources, it is as likely that in this case 
both evangelists are reproducing something out of a common 
stock, as that one is dependent upon the other. So far, at 
least, the Hebrews' Gospel is parallel to the Sayings. In 
matters of dogma, it contains the Johannine doctrine of the 

1 Theophan. iv, 12 (tr. Greissmann)=Preuschen,p. 9, no. 22. 

* At any rate so close a correspondence will perhaps justify the 
seeming boldness of my restoration of Saying II, 1. 20. 

' Comm. in Ephes. V, 4 (Preuschen, p. 9, no. 21). 

* Comm. in Ez. xvill, 7 (Preuschen, p. 8, no. 20). 
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Rest of the Holy Spirit and is anti-Docetic, while Saying VIII 
in its consciousness of the doctrine of Pre-existence similarly 
betrays Johannine influence. Yet in none of these matters is 
dependence on the part of the Hebrews' Gospel or of the 
Sayings upon John in the least likely. These with the 
remaining and slighter Johannine touches (such as the use of 
6 Koo-/u,os in Saying VII) observable in the Sayings indicate 
rather that the fragments of the Hebrews' Gospel together 
with the Sayings are not widely separated in date from John, 
than that one is dependent upon the other. In a word, then, 
the Johannism of the Gospel according to the Hebrews is both 
in its character and its limitations fairly concordant with the 
Johannine features of the Sayings. 

A variety of other considerations contribute to support 
the case — already a strong one — that the Sayings are taken 
from the Gospel according to the Hebrews. 

(i) Unfortunately those writers who have quoted from the 
Hebrews' Gospel found little or no occasion to cite apoph- 
thegms of the type of our Sayings. We cannot therefore be 
sure how far the new matter in our Sayings was comparable 
with the new matter in similar Sayings occurring in the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews. Probably, however, it was very much 
the same: Saying I, on other grounds the strongest link be- 
tween the Sayings and the Gospel is wholly new, and the 
fragments of narrative and discourse from the latter which 
are extant show new matter or new combinations to an extent 
which makes legitimate the inference that the apophthegms 
also must have exhibited a similar quality. The loss of these 
short Sayings is regrettable also because we are unable to say 
howlargely the Hebrews' Gospel employed parallelism. In the 
Sayings we find this literary feature most prominent: more 
than half of the thirteen Sayings are parallelistic. Now 
parallelism is quite a common feature in the Synoptic Gospels, 
no doubt because it was the form in which short maxims 
were couched in their sources; but in the Oxyrhynchus 

W. e 
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Sayings we find apophthegms cast in this form although 
they are composite : that is, the form has been deliberately 
adopted. It can hardly be supposed that anyone but a 
Semite writing for Semites would have done this. 

(2) Other characteristics in the Sayings point to a source 
of essentially Jewish character. The questions asked by the 
disciples in Saying V — especially if my restoration of the 
fourth be fairly accurate — would be of interest mainly, if not 
only, to Jewish converts; and Saying VII (Logion II) deals 
with purely Jewish institutions. Could we only accept 
Professor Cersoy's conjecture that tov Koarfn-ov in that Saying 
is a blunder of translation for ti^v vrjaTiiav this view would 
be greatly strengthened, as the reference would then be the 
Day of Atonement, and we should be able to recognise one 
of the chief traits of the Gospel according to the Hebrews — 
its attachment to the Old Law^ With the matter of insti- 
tutions we may couple that of language. It has been 
thought that traces of an Aramaic original can be found in 
the Sayings, and if the truth of this could be shown, it 
would go far to prove that they were derived from the 
Hebrews' Gospel which was in Aramaic^. Yet such traces 
may originate a stage further back, in the period of oral 
rather than of documentary currency ; and in some cases 
they may be no more than Semiticisms in the Alexandrine 
or Palestinian Koti/if. Unfortunately the instances in which 
such peculiarities have been thought to occur are never 
definite. In Saying VII (Logion II), as we have just seen, 
Cersoy shows that our actual reading tov KoVjaoi/ may be a 
translator's error for ttjv vrjo-Teiav (the original being either 
Hebrew or Aramaic). The same scholar points out that in 

' Eusebius, £r.£. ni, 27. 4. 

2 I am inclined, however, to suspect that this Gospel was composed 
in Greek — the version used by Clement of Alexandria — but was almost 
at once rendered in Aramaic, perhaps in deference to national prejudice ; 
and that this original Greek version was then lost. But I have not tried 
to mature or to test this view. 
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Saying X (Logion V) the injunction "raise the stone,'' which 
has caused some difficulty, may be again a mistranslation for 
" hew the stone '' ; but such an emendation postulates a 
Hebrew original. Again in Saying XI (Logion VI) Cersoy 
notes that iroiei ^epairetas suggests an Aramaic original — 
though the recurrence of the idiom in the Protevangelium 
(xx) makes it more like a mere Semiticism current in the 
Koarl] — and that •yivojo-Kovras axrrov is again the blunder of a 
translator from the Aramaic for «« tous yvtoo-Tovs avrov. 
Hamack has further pointed out that the use of Kai...Ka.i 
is a Semitic feature. No one of these instances', however, 
forces us irresistibly to the conclusion that the Sayings were 
translated from Aramaic, and the matter must be left as an 
open question. 

(3) In the Commentary on the Sayings we have noted 
frequent instances of the use of Jewish literature. In 
Saying II the mention of birds, beasts and fishes as sym- 
bolical of creation and as a link between Man and Heaven 
is almost certainly to be connected with Job xii 7-8, or 
perhaps with Psalms viii. Saying VIII (Logion III) opens 
with an adaptation in a Messianic sense of Baruch iii 28; 
its use of Su/rai/ and /teWeiv in a spiritual sense is likely to be 
due to Isaiah Iv i and xxiii i, while the phrase irovCi 17 
i/fux^ derives from Isaiah liii 10. The ninth Saying 
(Logion IV) seems to make use of a traditional Jewish 
Saying to be found in the Pir^e Aboth: and the second 
part of the same Saying undoubtedly is related to Eccks. 
X 9. The conflation of two New Testament elements in 
Saying XII (Logion VII) is due to Isaiah ii 2, and the "high 
hill " of that Saying seems to be inspired by Isaiah xxviii 4. 
Such a use of Jewish literature is what might be expected 

' To these should be added the idioms iroxeJ kitl and vloX iv0p<lnruv in 
Saying VIII (Logion III): the repeated use of /to£ throughout the 
Sayings to introduce new clauses might be an Egyptian feature ; for in 
Coptic narratives clauses are commonly introduced by oirog^i ' and.' 
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in fragments which (as we are urging) came from a Gospel 
designed for Jewish readers. How far, then, do the known 
fragments of the Gospel according to the Hebrews show a 
corresponding use of Hebrew literature ? 

1. The Baptism fragment which we have already noticed 
as containing a Johannine element certainly looks back to 
Genesis viii 9, the dove and the ark being regarded as sym- 
bolical of the Holy Spirit and Our Lord. It is important to 
notice that this Messianic interpretation corresponds exactly 
to the application of Baruch iii 28 in Saying VIII. But the 
literary affinities of this passage extend further'- The idea 
of the rest of the Holy Spirit is derived primarily from 
Isaiah xi i " the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him " ; 
while the words " tu es enim requies mea " not uncertainly 
echo Psalms cxxxii 14 "This is my rest for ever": here will 
I dwell, for I have desired it " ; and lastly " tu es filius meus 
primogenitus " are inseparably connected with Psalms ii 7 
"Thou art my son," and Psalms Ixxxix 27 "And I will 
make him my first-born." 

2. Origen' quotes a remarkable fragment from the Story 
of the Temptation found in the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews. Matthew, it will be remembered, narrates the 
beginning of the Temptation in the simplest way : " Then 
was Jesus carried up by the Spirit into the wilderness'." 
But the Gospel according to the Hebrews with characteristic 
boldness and love of novelty represents Our Lord himself 
as teUing the story of his Temptation, and puts into his 
mouth these startling words : apTi l\a.^k fi.e 1; /iifnyp /wv to 
ayiov irvev/jLa iv fita twv rpi^aJv jj-ov koI ainjveyKi [le ets to opo'i 
TO ftcya ®aj3mp. The expression " my mother the Holy 

' The important parallels which follow were pointed out by Dr 
Armitage Robinson {Expositor v, p. 194). 
" Comm. in foh. II, n. 87 (Preuschen, Antilegomena, p. 5, no. 5). 

3 IV, I. 
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Spirit" does not immediately concern us'; but the remainder 
is beyond doubt a literary loan. Thus in EzekieP we have 
dytXa^f fie r!j^ KopvcfiTji fiov koX aviXa^i /tc irvevfw, ai/a/tccrov T^i 
yyji Kol ava/j-ia-ov tov ovpavov, and in £e/ and the Dragon^ 
KOX hnka^onevoi avrov 6 ayyeXos Kupi'ou tov 'A/;ij8aKov/A rrj^ 
KOfiri^ avroi! n^s KetftaXrji; ^OrjKev avTov iTrdvm tov XaKKOV tov hi 

Ba/SuXcovi. One, probably both, of these passages was 
imitated by the author of the Apocryphal Gospel. Even the 
reference to Tabor is not without significance. Dr Adeney' 
points out, indeed, that it was occupied in the time of Our 
Lord by a Roman fortress and so was unsuitable" as a site 
for the Temptation, but considers that Psalms Ixxxix 1 2 and 
Jeremiah xlvi 18 suggested the reference. 

3. The Evangelist elaborates in characteristic fashion 
the account of one of the signs which followed the Cruci- 
fixion. Matthew^ says simply that at the last cry of Jesus 
the Veil of the Temple was rent in twain ; but the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews (as rendered by Jerome') gives 
" superliminare templi infinitae magnitudinis fractum esse 
atque divisum." Once again the change seems to be due to 
literary imitation dictated by a desire to find fulfilments of 
as many Messianic passages as possible; for the original is 
Isaiah vi 4, where the LXX* has iinjpOri to viripOvpov aito r!j% 

' The Ophites (see Irenaeus i, 28. i) held that the Spirit was 
feminine (grammatically the word is feminine in Semitic languages) and 
was beloved by the First Man to whom she bare a Son. See Resch, 
Agrapha, p. 382. 

^ viii 3. 5 V 36. • Hibbert Journal lii, p. 162. 

" But may not the Roman fortress have been regarded as roughly re- 
producing "Babylon"' and the "den "? In such a neighbourhood, too, 
something might be seen of the "kingdoms of the world and the glory 
of them." 

' iv I. 

' Comm. in Mattk. xxvil, 51 (Preuschen, Antilegomena, p. 7, no. 17). 

' The Hebrew of Isaiah does not give the same parallel : the A.V. 
renders "the posts of the door," the R.V. "the foundations of the 
threshold." From this it appears that the author of the Gospel according 
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^(ov^s ^s iKCKpayov (doubtless the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews had something parallel to the Kpafas <^o)v^ /^eyaA.}/ 
of Matth. xxvii 50). 

In their use of Jewish Uterature, then, the Sayings and 
the fragments of the Gospel according to the Hebrews are 
parallel; and in this we have one of the strongest supports 
for our attribution of the Sayings to this Gospel. 

4. The conflation of elements or expressions from differ- 
ent Gospels or from different parts of the same Gospel is 
one of the most salient features in our fragments of the 
Oxyrhynchus Collection (see Commentary on Sayings I, II, 
III, IV, X, XI and XII), and in this again it corresponds 
exactly with the Gospel according to the Hebrews. Thus in 
the earlier' of the two fragments of the Baptism-narrative 
the opening words " ecce mater domini et fratres eius " at 
once recall Matth. xii 46 tSov, 17 /xifrvp koX ol a^tk^ol, and 
are grafted on to the general narrative of the Baptism. 
Again, in the dialogue on forgiveness between the Lord and 
Peter", the words "in die" are derived from Luke, while 
the "septuagies septies" belongs to Matthew. But the 
most striking example of this method of composition is the 
incident of the Rich Man' Here the main Matthaean 
framework has been filled in with material taken, as we 
have already seen in detail, from the Lucan parable of the 
Rich Man and Lazarus. And similarly in the story of 
the Three Servants*, one of the Matthaean characters is 
remodelled on the lines of the Lucan Prodigal Son. As in 

to the Hebrews used the LXX (see Dr Armitage Robinson in Expositors , 
198 £F.) ; but Jerome {,de Vir. ill. ch. 3) says that the " Hebrew Matthew" 
followed the Hebrew of the O.T. and not the LXX. Nestle (Evang. 
Kirckenbl. f. Wiirt. 1895, no. i6), however, gives reason for thinking 
that the Hebrew for "lintel" is more original than that for "veil" (the 
latter being a variant). If so, the Evangelist need not be supposed to 
have used the LXX. 

' Preuschen, p. 4, no. 3. 2 lb. p. 6, no. 10. 

* lb. p. 6, no. II. < lb. p. 7, no. 14. 
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its use of the Old Testament, then, so also in its method 
of composition and in its use of existing Gospels, the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews shows the same features as do 
our Sayings. 

We may now sum up the results of this somewhat lengthy 
review of the evidence connecting the Sayings with the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews. The only Saying which 
can be positively identified as a quotation is from the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews. The peculiar relation of 
the Sayings and of the Gospel to the Synoptics and to the 
Fourth Gospel are identical. Moreover in their parallelism, 
in their interest in matters such as would only concern 
Jewish converts, in their use of Semitic idioms and syntax, 
and perhaps even in traces of an Aramaic original, the 
Sayings postulate a source of Semitic character. Both 
documents, finally, are exactly parallel in the method and 
extent of their use of Hebrew literature, and in the peculiar 
method of their composition from conflated elements. 
Positive proof we cannot have, unless some new discovery 
should hereafter add to our evidence; but this at least 
we may claim, that circumstantial evidence in abundance 
and from every side points to the conclusion that the 
Oxyrhynchus Sayings are excerpts from the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews. 

§7. The Date of the Collection. 

The discoverers date i "hot much later than the beginning 
of the third century," and 654 to the middle or end of the 
same century : they consider, therefore, that the Collection 
as such must go back at least to the end of the second 
century, but, in view of internal evidence, consider that it 
is likely to have been formed before a.d. 140. Since the 
papyri belong to the third century and one, at least, of them 
to the earlier half of it, we may accept the first part of Grenfell 
and Hunt's conclusion, that the Collection must have been 
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formed not later than the end of the second century. But 
can we carry the date further back? The Sayings themselves 
seem to carry tolerably distinct marks of their relative, 
though perhaps not of their numerical date : they are later 
than both Matthew and Luke in that they draw upon both 
these Gospels, and since these Gospels must have taken 
some years to become generally current^ they must be 
decidedly later. At the same time they are obviously 
products of the true, if later, Synoptic age. On the other 
hand, if the view expressed above as to the Johannine 
element in the Sayings is true, the Sayings are somewhat 
earlier than the Fourth Gospel. While we find in the 
Sayings something of Johannine phraseology and dogma, 
these are both limited in extent and rudimentary in develop- 
ment. The natural inference then is that the Sayings belong 
to a period when the Synoptic tendency had not yet failed, 
but when Johannine influence — of which the Fourth Gospel 
marks the acme — was still only nascent. Now Messrs 
Grenfell and Hunt take the step back from 200 a.d. to 
140 A.D. or earlier relying on their theory that the Collection 
is essentially independent, a theory which permits them to 
date the Collection by the internal evidence of the Sayings. 
In our view, however, the Sayings are extracts ; and if this 
is correct, the date of the formation of the Collection cannot 
be fixed from the character of the Sayings themselves. The 
Prologue, which dates from the formation of the Collection, 
furnishes us with one clue in the use of a citation from 
St John, allowing us to infer that the Collection was made 
at a period when the Fourth Gospel was already accepted 
as of universal authority. This, however, is but vague and 
would admit the possibility that the Collection was formed 
at quite a late date. Fortunately the Prologue gives another 
indication which is of the highest value. The compiler 
describes his work as containing 01 \dyoi ovs eXaXijo-cv 'Iijo-oCs 
and he prefaces each Saying with Xcya "Itjo-ovs. Now even 
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in Luke the substitution of 6 Kvpios for the name 'Iijo-oCs is 
growing marked and towards the end of the second century 
becomes the normal method of reference to Our Lord. The 
heading of the Didache, which is perhaps the nearest parallel 
we have to the Prologue of the Sayings, begins not At8a;f^ 
'Ii/o-oS but AiSax^ Tiyu Kvpiov. The use of the name 'Ir/crovs, 
then, both in the Prologue and in the introductory formula 
may be taken as a sign of distinctly early date, and we may 
conclude, though on different grounds, that Grenfell and 
Hunt's date, a.d. 140, is the latest that is likely for the 
formation of the Collection. 

§ 8. The Purpose of the Collection. 

The problem of the purpose of the Collection is not 
altogether distinct from the question of its origin. If, for 
example, it could be proved that the Sayings are totally 
disconnected and possessed of no common quality, it would 
be extremely probable that the Collection was a mere record 
intended to preserve Sayings which were in danger of being 
lost, simply because they were Sayings of Jesus. Two main 
views — apart from the discoverers' view that it is a genuine 
collection — have been taken as to the purpose of the Col- 
lection : some critics consider that they had a didactic 
purpose, and therefore were connected by a continuous 
thread of subject or idea : others fail to see any connection, 
or any continuous connection, between the Sayings, and 
regard them simply as a record. This second point of view 
is adopted by the discoverers who consider that, prior to the 
formation of the Collection, the Sayings were current in 
tradition and were gleaned up here and there. They admit, 
of course, that in 654 the first four (? three) Sayings are 
Unked by the idea of the Kingdom which recurs in each, 
but point out that with Saying V the interconnection ceases 
altogether, and that it is in any case unlikely that such 
a link could have been maintained throughout a long series 
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of Sayings. In i the discoverers confess themselves totally 
unable to trace any thread of connection. 

This is indeed the only logical conclusion which can be 
reached, if indeed the Sayings are to be taken at their face- 
value. Other critics, however, have preferred not to do this 
and consider that the Sayings are mere texts covering an inner 
and connected meaning and are not to be interpreted literally, 
(i) Mr Badham^ traces the connection as follows: 
"[Wouldst thou see Christ? ...] Purify thine eye by self- 
examination (Saying VI). Purify thine eye by abstinence 
from the world and by observing times of tranquil meditation 
(Saying VII). Remember how satiety blinded the world when 
I came (Saying VIII). If thy home be godless, go forth and 
find me in the stocks and stones of the desert (Saying X). 
Forsake thine uncongenial Nazareth (Saying XI). Look up to 
where the lights of thy true home are burning (Saying XII)." 
He therefore takes the fragment to be " a page from some 
middle-Christian ' Garden of the Soul '." The main objection 
to this allegorical interpretation is that there is nothing to 
warn us that such is intended, although we now possess the 
Prologue to the Collection as a whole. The Sayings are there 
stated to be merely " lifegiving words of Jesus," and the plain 
man would naturally take them at their face-value as such 
and no more. Mr Badham's result, in fact, is only attained 
by putting into the Sayings much more than is actually to 
be found in them : take, for instance, his interpretation of 
Saying X. It urges, in effect, "Seek loneliness: it is the 
best way to find Christ " ; whereas the real meaning of the 
Saying is "In spite of loneliness, Christ is ever present." 
Nor can I think that this "inner meaning" adds to the 
value which the Sayings already possess as independent units. 
(2) Dr Bartlet'' also finds an inner meaning in the Sayings, 
which he considers to be a collection of texts forming the 

' Writing on i (Athenaeum, Aug. 7, 1897). 

* Athenaeum, July 24, 1897 ; Rev. of Theol. and Philos. l, pp. 13-14. 
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basis of a manual of instruction designed, perhaps, like the 
Two Ways of the Didache for catechumens prior to Baptism. 
I is held to come from the close of the series of Sayings to 
which it belonged : " The earlier pages have presumably set 
forth the nature of the Kingdom of God.... Then come the 
conditions of true receptivity ; and the thought proceeds 
thus : — To judge aright one must purge one's own eye. 
Only he who cultivates an unworldly spirit can find God's 
kingdom : to see the Father, one must not neglect to observe 
the Sabbath in spirit and in truth. Incarnate wisdom testifies 
sadly to the unreceptiveness of the mass ; but speaks cheer 
to the solitary soul amid the faithless many — ever near though 
hidden from the careless, superficial eye. That his own in 
Judaea have not believed should be no stumbling block : it 
is according to rule. Yet in spite of present fewness believers 
are bound to hold out and make themselves felt at last, 
because firm-built on the very Mount of God." Here, as in 
Mr Badham's paraphrase, connection is attained — if indeed 
it is attained — only by reading into the Sayings what is not 
there and what is not even hinted at. But is unity of thought 
really attained? On Dr Bartlet's interpretation Saying VI 
inculcates right judgment; Saying VII, unworldliness and 
Sabbath keeping; and Saying VIII complains of the un- 
receptiveness of men. The Sayings surely break up into 
separate units as they were before. And certainly it would 
be difficult to establish connection between two such Sayings 
as the eighth and tenth, where the words " I found all men 
drunken and none found I athirst " are followed by " where 
there is one alone, I say I am with him." 

The attempt, then, to trace a thread of connecting thought, 
which constitutes the didactic purposes of the Collection, 
must be abandoned. The first three Sayings do indeed 
deal with the kingdom, but can these be thought to provide 
a sufficient basis for an adequate treatment of the subject of 
the kingdom, more especially as Saying I asserts that the 
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kingdom is reached through seeking, finding and amaze- 
ment, while Saying II declares that the kingdom is within 
us and is to be attained by self-knowledge^? When the 
compiler therefore grouped the first three Sayings together, 
he did so because they were concerned with the same 
subject, and not in order to provide a compendium of 
scriptural teaching on the Kingdom of Heaven : had that 
been his aim, he would doubtless have devoted many more 
Sayings to the subject. I believe, then, that the order of 
the Sayings is almost fortuitous : here and there a catch- 
word may have led the compiler to group together Sayings 
which happened to deal with one subject^ ; but there is no 
connecting thread of thought running through the whole. 
At the same time, if the Sayings are — as we hold — extracts, 
the compiler must have selected them because of some 
quality which they possessed. This quality, I believe, was 
made clear in the Prologue and I would refer to the Com- 
mentary for my reasons for this conviction. But apart from 
my restoration of "life-giving" as the epithet applied by the 
compiler to the " words of Jesus " which he collected, the 
Sayings one and all are of the type known in modern 
devotional works as "helpful." It is hard to see any 
connection between the Sayings, but their individual value 
is clear. If, then, we regard the Sayings as having been 
selected for their independent worth and not as units 
illustrating any developing principle, as a thesaurus designed 
to give in a small compass' so much of a Gospel as was 

' Dr Lock ( Ch. Quarterly Review, LVIII, 425) thinks truth is the idea 
which links the first five Sayings. In I, however, the idea depends upon 
a restoration ; in II and IV, it is not obvious, but (at most) latent ; it is 
hard to see how it can enter into III at all, and only in V is it explicit. 

2 It should be noted that while Sayings I-III deal with the kingdom, 
the same subject is brought up again in Saying VII many pages further 
on : this does not seem to indicate an orderly arrangement such as is 
required by the theory of arrangement on a definite principle. 

' A small book of Sayings, we should remember, could be searched 
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judged most likely to be of help and comfort in daily life, 
does not this view agree best with the data on which we 
have to work? 

§ 9. The Formula Xeyet 'Ii/o-oi)?. 

Each Saying in the Collection is preceded by the words 
\eyei 'Irjo-oSs, a form which has given rise to much discussion. 
Consequently it will be well to begin by clearing the ground. 
And first, these words are not part of the excerpt (if we hold 
the Sayings to be excerpts), since it is inconceivable that 
such a series of selected passages should all happen to begin 
with an historic present and not occasionally with eiTre or 
IXeye. For the same reason it is impossible to regard these 
words as narrative connections in what is really part of a 
Gospel (as opposed to a series of distinct Sayings). The 
phrase, then, is a formula introducing each Saying. This 
formula, however, is decidedly remarkable, and no parallel 
is readily forthcoming. We are familiar with such a prefatory 
phrase as Xeyei axT& (or aurois) 6 'Itjo-oCs in the P'ourth 
Gospel and, less frequently, in the Synoptics; but the 
absolute use without a dative is certainly most unusual. 
Probably the Synoptics have no parallel; and in St John's 
Gospel only xi 39 and xiii 31 (to which may be added the 
absolute airai 6 'Iijo-oBs of vi g) readily present themselves. 
How is this general suppression of the dative to be explained? 
The first, perhaps, and most important consideration in the 
compiler's mind was the need to keep his formula from 
passing into a vague context : had he added aww or avrois or 
a personal name like rm Jiirpm to the simple Xcyei 'Itjo-oBs, 
he would no longer have the advantage of a formula, and 
would feel more and more the necessity for enlarging his 

through in a very short time, whereas it would take long for the devotee 
in search of consolation to find in his copy of a Gospel — whether roll or 
codex — the particular Saying which should satisfy his need. 
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rudimentary context by adding when or in what circumstances 
the Saying was spoken to such and such persons. 

What, then, was the compiler's object in repeating this 
formula with such regularity ? Partly, no doubt, it is due 
to the influence of the Jewish Collections of Sayings where 
two or more Sayings of one teacher are introduced thus : 
"A. said. . .. He used to say. ..." But this fails to explain the 
regularity with which the personal name and the present 
tense is repeated. We may to some degree account for this 
regularity on the grounds of literary propriety : just as the 
Sayings could not be strung together one after another 
without any formula at all, so it was in a literary sense 
impossible to preface each Saying with a mere IXeye or 
KoX £A.ey€ : only in a short series would such a form of in- 
troduction be tolerable. The formula chosen, \eyei 'Itjo-oSs, 
however, most successfully avoids this danger. With each 
new Saying it demands and rouses our attention afresh, and 
its effectiveness can best be understood if by way of experi- 
ment we substitute eXeyc.Kai IXeyc.Koi IA.eye. But beside 
the literary motive there was also, no doubt, a feeling that 
the incisive repetition of the formula added to the solemnity 
with which the Sayings sound. 

Lastly, what is the significance of the present tense Xeyet, 
since its unvarying use shows that it cannot be regarded as 
an ordinary historic present? Dr Burney' has suggested that 
the present tense may have been adopted by a translator from 
neo-Hebrew or Aramaic who found a participle alone in 
his original, and that a participle might be expected if the 
formula represents the formula of citation used in the Talmud. 
This explanation may account for the repeated present tense, 
but I am by no means clear that it accounts for the repeated 
personal name, and am still more doubtful that the Collection 
as such ever existed in any other language than Greek". 

' ap. Lock and Sanday, Ttoo Lectures, pp. 47-8. 

^ The Prologue seems to reproduce the exact wording of St John except 
where the writer found it necessary to adapt the citation to his period. 
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Dr Lock^ somewhat favours the suggestion that the present 
tense is used because Jesus was still living when the Col- 
lection was made by some disciple; but apart from the 
diiBculty noticed by Dr Lock in applying this to Saying VIII, 
there are so many points in which the Sayings are obviously 
later than the Synoptic Gospels that this explanation is quite 
inadmissible. Dr Lock considers Swete's suggestion that 
the formula is parallel to the common \ey« -q ypai^rj where 
ar sacred book is cited as a present witness to the truth, 
but rejects it "as inappropriate in a disconnected series 
of Sayings which are not apparently illustrative of any one 
truth." The best and, as I believe, the true solution of the 
difficulty is to explain the present as having a mystical forced 
Dr Lock very happily cites in illustration the verse from 
Cowper's hymn: "Jesus speaks and speaks to thee,'' and 
an incident from Dr Pusey's £i/e; and this is confirmed 
by the Prologue to the Collection with its marked insistence 
on the fact that Jesus lives. If the author of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews could write of Abel (xi 4) koa, 81 air^s (sc. 
7r«rT£(i)s) dToflavMv «ti XaXei, we can surely conclude that 
when he wrote kiyei 'hjcrovs the compiler of the Collection 
meant that the Sayings were not to be regarded as words 
uttered in the past and only historically interesting, but as 
being ever repeated' by that Jesus "who lives and appeared 
to the Ten and to Thomas." 

The formula uses 'Iijo-oSs not 6 'Iijo-oCs. In this, I think, 
we have another mark of Johannine influence in the com- 
piler of the Collection. In the Fourth Gospel 6 'Iijo-oBs is 

^ Two Lectures, p. 18. 

^ At the same time the historic use of the present in Gospel narrative 
(such as, John xi 39 \hia 6 '\i\aom...\i'^ei avrif ^ dSe\^^,..(4o) Wyei 
ouTj 6 'l7;(rous...(44) X^ya oiItois o'li/ffoi/s) is likely to have contributory 
influence. 

3 The sentiment is somewhat that of Hymns Anc. and Mod, 207, 
" And His that gentle voice we hear, \ Soft as the breath of even, | That 
checks each fault, that calms each fear, | And speaks of heaven." 
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the normal mode of reference, but 'Irjo-oCs (without the article), 
is by no means uncommon {set John iv 47, 50; viii i, 49, 
54, 59 ; xii 44, 54 ; xviii 34 ; xix 26). In the Synoptics, on 
the other hand, "Iijo-oBs is very rare. Personages referring to 
Jesus may indeed say 'Iijo-oSs (see Matth. xxvii 17, 22 ; Mark 
V 7 ; as also in John i 46, ix 1 1 ) ; but otherwise o 'Ii/croBs 
seems to be always used in the narrative after Jesus had 
entered on his ministry : Mark i 9 and Luke iii 2 1 ; iv i, [4] 
significantly fall within the narrative of the Baptism and 
Temptation^. 

' But Luke iv 8, 13 (Temptation) uses 6 'Iijo-oCs. 



THE PROLOGUE 

ovToi oi \ol\ \6joi oi [^(ooiroioi ou? eXa-] 

Xr)(r€V 'Iij(o-oi})? o ^wv K{aX 6<j}del<; rot? SeKo] 

Kol @o)fj,a, Kol elirev [aurot?* Tras ocrrt?] 

av T&v \6y(i)v Tovj\mv aKovarj, Oavdrov] 

ov fir) r^evaijTai,. 5 

I. OITOIOIOI, P: OVTOI ol {04}, Swete, ffeinrici, Taylor: {oi} Toioi ol, 
GH, Wessely: l^oioirowl, Bruslon: Bavudcnoi, GH: Bav/iaiXTol, Lock: 
dXi}dtj/of , Swete, Taylor : ^(rxaroi, Hicks : TeXeuraiot, Wilamowitz : 
iK\eKTol, iK\c\cyiihoi Heinrici : SXT\Beh, Batiffol. 1. koI dipffels rots 

dixa, Ed. : xipios or koX dwodaviliv , GH: Kipios toTs re aXXois (or tois i') 
/laBriTaU, Bartlet: koX xipios, Heinrici: ...'loiSg, rflxal Oufi^, Lake: 
KoX a\7i8iv6s, Lock : Kal nhiav HKiiririf, Bruston : xpvifelias ^Minrip, 
Batiffol: Kal 56fa airoTs Kal 8aSfm, Wessely: KaTevdrmov MarSlq, (?), 
IVilamowitz. 3. air^o Kipios- So'tis, Swete: SiSd^Kav idv Ti$,Lock: 
a^Tots* dix-i^v X^7W, Taylor. 1-5. rotot ol \byoi oOs ^XdlXijcep 'Ii/ffoOs 6 
^Sjv Ktj^^ I Kal QojfM^. Kal etirev fiaKdptos 6s \ B,v tGiv X. totlituv aKoOirri, 
Bavdrov | 0. ft. 7. ; Hilgenfeld. 

These are the((]ife-giving\ Sayings which Jesus spake who 
liveth and pvas seen of the Ten)and of Thomas. And He said^o 
them : jiA^hosoever jheareth these Sayings shall not taste o f -K' 
death. 

I. ouTot ol [ot] X67M. The first of Swete and Heinrici is certainly 

syllable' is certainly 01 (with an I, more natural than toioi =Toioi56, 

andnotwithadamagedyasHein- supported though this is by late 

rici and Taylor supposed). GH prose use, and is strengthened by 

consider the possibility of the cor- the parallel oStoi ol X6701 /iou oOs 

rection oBroi, but prefer to omit i'^'kt\aa irpbs iftds^ quoted by the 

the initial syllable and to read toioi discoverers ; and to this— remem- 

ol. The insertion of a superfluous bering that the ' Prologue ' is in 

initial syllable, however, seems reality no more than a diffuse title 

very doubtful, whereas an ad- —we may add Baruch i i Kal 

ditional 01 may well have crept otroi. olUyoiroS pi^lovoSsly paipe 

inafter oyTOI 01. The correction oapotx. 

1 Ojr. Pap. IV p. 4. 2 Luke xxiv 44. 

W. I 



SA YINGS OF JESUS 



l^uioToiol, Such restorations as 
those of Hicks and Wilamowitz 
are impossible since most if not all 
the Sayings are demonstrably pre- 
resurrectional. The Prologue — as 
a Prologue — has every appearance 
of aiming at the terse and forceful, 
and on this ground epithets like 
' wonderful,' ' true,' and the rest, 
must be discarded. Swete, indeed, 
suggests dXriSivol, comparing ^/oc. 
xxii 6 oStoi ol Xiyoi iriaToi Kal 
AXtiSiiioL ; but the epithet used 
attributively, as here, is weak. 
Something like fwoiroioi seems to 
be required^. The phrases 6 ^Qv 
and davdrov oii fiT) yeO(77]Tat. make 
the idea oi life very prominent in 
the Prologue, and the second of 
these especially seems to be in- 
tended to make good some claim 
made by the Editor for the Sayings. 
This claim must have been con- 
veyed in the lost epithet of X6701, 
and fuoiroioi seems most suitable. 
Parallels are plentiful : John vi 

p^/iara a kyia XeXdXTiKa ufiii/ Tn/eOfjid 
icrn Kal j^aifi ; Psalms cxviii (cxix) 
TO \6yt6v iTou ^^Tjff^v jue ; Bai'nabas 
vi oCtoi koX Ti/ieis Ty irlarei rrjs 
eiayyekias Kal rtf Xi-yy ^iooiroto6- 
nevoi ^ffoficv ; lastly, the Fourth 
Gospel concludes (xx 31) with a 
claim exactly similar to the claim 
of the Prologue ; ravra Si y^- 
ypaTTai tva in<TTeia-qTe . . . Kal Xva 
intTTeioi'Tes ^oiijv Ix'?'"^ ^'' ''V ''•''i" 
fian airov^. 

2. The restoration of this line 
is of the greatest importance, since 
here and in 1. 3 all editors find 
•a declaration of the ultimate au- 



thority for the Sayings, and con- 
sider that this, whether true or 
false, has an important bearing on 
the origin of the Collection. 

The published conjectures' deal 
vpith two points which are, or 
seem to be, more or less distinct : 
(a) What followed ffiy? {6) Who 
was coupled with Thomas? All 
editors take it as granted that 
0<a/if depends on AdXijircy. 

(a) GH* suggested — but virith 
equal reserve in both cases — Kipios 
or Kal airoBavibv , and Swete" pre- 
fers the latter of these, for which 
of. Afoc. i 18. Heinrici* thinks 
6 fffli' Kal Kipios a likely solution, 
but finds the expression only in 
Gnostic writings. Lock' supports 
his 6 fuj' Kal dXijffo'is by reference 
to the Litany of Sarapion : — 6 fleos 
...6 rbv xttpa/cT^pa rbv ^Qsvra Kal 
dXTjQtvhv yepv^aasj but dXtidLj/ds 
was probably chosen in that pas- 
sage as an appropriate epithet for 
XapaKT^p rather than as ordinarily 
connected with 6 fwK. 

(b) Who was associated vrith 
Thomas? GH* suggested Philip 
or Matthias, as the Pistis Sophia 
represents these with Thomas as 
recipients of a special revelation ; 
and Batiffol and Bruston have 
followed this suggestion. Professor 
Lake's brilliant conjecture" loiSif 
T(^ I Kal Qia/if has the advantE^e 
of leaving Thomas' authority for 
the Sayings undivided, and is sup- 
ported by the 'loiiSos 6 koX 6(ti/ias 
of the Ada Thomae. All these 
proposals, however, are checked 
by an insuperable obstacle — the 
fact that the use of one (or two) 



' When I proposed this (/. T.S. xill 74) I was unaware that Bruston had already 
made the same suggestion {Fra^tn. d^un anc. recueil de Paroles dejisits p. 13). 

^ Compare further Apoc. xxii 18 seq. : ps.-Athan. Atiyos SuTTipia? X. {ad init) & 
paKapia i^v;(ij, ^ aKOV<ra(ra. toutous rods A(5)'OV5...ical n-oiov(ra. uaprupopai irai/Tt 
T^ aKovoi/Tt rk prifi^aTa Tavra Kal TrotovFTt, on rb ofopa avTov ypai^ijcreTot ev T^ fii^Kt^ 

2 The reading KalQtafi^ is almost universally admitted. Wessely alone (P.O. iv 
p. 161) reads K[ai B6$a auTots] «al davfia; but the original does not bear out this 
suggestion, which in itself is unsatisfactory. 

4 Ox. Pap. IV p. 4. » Ejcpos. Times xv 490. 

Theol. Stud. w. Kritiken 1905 p. rga. ^ ^^_ Quarterly Rev. LVlil p. 426. 

» Op. cit. p. 4. 8 Hibbertjcum. m p". 339. 
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names distinctly excludes the main 
body of the Apostles. We cannot 
assume that the Editor meant 
otherwise any more than that 
Barnabas^ writing yiypavrai iv 
TO(s SiKa \lyyoK iv ols fKiXtiirev... 
Tplis MbKrrjv meant that others 
than Moses received the Ten 
Commandments. Yet if we judge 
of the Sayings — as we must — by 
their Synoptic parallels, we must 
conclude that neither were they 
the fruit of private revelation, nor 
have they any connection with 
Thomas : Saying V offers the most 
obvious proof of this point. The 
difficulty is so real that Swete^ is 
driven to think that the Prologue 
is the opening of one of twelve 
groups of Sayings each of which 
was conventionally attributed to 
one of the Apostles, citing the 
title of the Didache, AiSax^l Kvplov 
5ta Twv 5d)SeKa diroaTdXojv tols 
ISyeaiv, and suggesting that the 
real title of the Oxyrhynchus Col- 
lection may have been A6yoi 'IijffoC 
7r/jos Toiis SdiSexa. Bruston' takes 
a desperate position maintaining 
that the Prologue is really the 
colophon to a preceding section 
of 'Words of Eternal Life' ad- 
dressed to Philip and Thomas, — a 
theory which the arrangement of 
the papyrus alone puts out of court. 
Nor is the difficulty which we are 
discussing surmounted by Bartlet's 

ToTs T€ dWoiS or TOLS I fXadtJTOCS I 

Kal Boifig,- This restoration singles 
out Thomas (presumably as the 
recorder of the Sayings) without 
excluding the rest of the Apostles : 
ci^John XX 26 ^trav ^cta oi fjut&rjral 
airov Kal Qtofias fier' aiirCiv, Mark 
xvi 7 efTrare tois naBijTais airoO 
Kal T<() nirpifi. But it is hard to see 
vphy Thomas should be claimed as 
the recorder of Sayings with which 
tradition has never connected him : 



and if the Editor really claimed 
the authority of Thomas, he would 
surely have done so categorically. 

We are therefore driven to doubt 
that the dependence of Gu^j on 
i\d\riiTev is inevitable. Two pas- 
sages suggest another form of 
restoration. Mark xvi 11 KaKelmi 
aKoOaavTes on ^y Kal ided&tj iir 
airijs •fiirlffTija'av, and Acts i 3 
irap^ffTTja-ei/ k&vrov ^&vTa..,&Trrav6~ 
p.evos airois'*. In each case the 
statement that Jesus lives is fol- 
lowed immediately by quotation 
of prbof : he was seen by such and 
such persons. These passages to- 
gether with Jokn XX 26 (quoted 
above)suggesttherestoration given 
in the text", which makes the refer- 
ence to Thomas natural and easy. 
The Editor, thinking, doubtless, 
of the appearance to Thomas as 
recorded by St John, says in effisct : 
' These are the words of One who 
lives now and once gave proof of 
his immortality by appearing not 
only to the Ten, but even to the 
Apostle who had most strongly de- 
clared his scepticism. ' The sharply 
marked present and aorist partici- 
ples (cp. Mark xvi 1 1 , quoted above) 
contrast, of course, a continuous, 
permanent state and a past, mo- 
mentary action respectively. 

3. The restoration of the first 
half of the lacuna, though not of 
the greatest importance, is inter- 
esting. The discoverers proposed 
aiiToh, and this is perhaps the 
most acceptable : it involves the 
assumption, indeed, that the Editor 
has made a mistake (since vcvjohn 
viii 48 sqq. the Saying is addressed 
to the Pharisees) ; but such an as- 
sumption is reasonable enough on 
general grounds and is supported 
by the verbal errors in the Saying 
itself. Doubtless he was quoting 
from memory. The aiiTif of Swete 



' XV. s Of. cU.jf. 494. 

* Fragm. iCun ane. recueil de Paroles dejisus p. 12. 

* See further i Cor. xv 4-8 : Luke xxiv 34. 

^ Alternatives are xal ^itxvv.s tol? de/ca and jcal ^avepiaOtls rots t 
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cannot be accepted. If right it 
would imply that the quotation is 
from a document, now lost, in 
which the Saying was actually 
addressed to Thomas; for the 
substitution of a definite person, 
Thomas, for the Pharisees as ad- 
dressee could only be accounted for 
by the theory of defective memory. 

Lock would supply diddfficav, in 
imitation of the ' citation-formula' 
of St Paul and Clement of Rome. 
But, as I have tried to show in 
the Introduction, the Prologue is 
something very different from that 
formula, if indeed it can properly 
be called a formula. 

While reading airois in the 
Text, I venture to suggest aiiris, 
believing that emphasis may ac- 
count for the peculiar position 
of the pronoun^. In this connec- 
tion it will be well, at the risk of 
partial repetition, to consider the 
whole train of thought of the Pro- 
logue. I have already argued that 
life is the dominant note, and if 
the conjectured epithet of the 
Sayings, ' life-giving, ' is right, it 
was natural for the Editor to de- 
velop, enforce, and justify the 
implied claim. If I am not mis- 
taken, the following paraphrase 
will represent his idea : ' These 
are the life-giving words of Jesus 
■ — ^life-giving, because they were 
spoken by one who lives for ever, 
as he proved by appearing after 
his death and burial to his dis- 
ciples, so that even the most scep- 
tical was convinced. And Jesus 
himself and no other claimed pre- 
cisely this virtue for his words.' 
In such a form the Prologue is at 
least rid of the dangerous and 
extremely difficult claims to the 
authority of Thomas, while the 



thought seems reasonable and ap- 
posite. The Prologue, then, is, as 
I have said,no more than a diffuse 
title or head-line like Mark i i or 
Baruch i i (quoted above); but 
the Editor was carried away into a 
vindication of the claim he had 
made for special quality of his 
Collection. 

One point of some interest 
remains to be examined. What 
relation does the citation (11. 3-5) 
bear to its Johannine parallel? 
The passage in question (John viii 
51-52) is as follows: d/n^K, d/i^x, 
Xe7a; htuv ki.v tis rbv X&yov rbv ifxbv 
Trip^ffTi, ffdvarov oi /ir) Seup'^ffj els 
TOP aUbva. elirov airt^ ol 'lovdaioL 
...Koi ai \iyeis i&v Tis rbv 'Kbyov 
fwv -rqpijffTi oi iiii yeiarfrat. Ba.v6.Tov 
els Tov al&va. The Jewish perver- 
sion of the Saying is decidedly 
closer to the version in the Prologue 
than is the actual Saying. It is pro- 
bable, as we have seen, that the 
Editor is actually quoting from the 
Fourth GospeP : how,then, are we 
to explain the divergencies? GH^ 
note that in the Synoptics {Matth. 
xvi 28, Mark ix i, Luke ix 27) 
9a.vi,Tov yeieo'Bai denotes physical 
death ; and Dr Taylor is certainly 
right in saying* that in the Johan- 
nine parallel the Jews perverted the 
Saying 'he shall not die spiritually' 
(6. 01) /ir) flewp^irj) into ' he shall 
not die physically' {6. 06 /li) yei- 
aryrai). The citation in the Pro- 
logue is therefore erroneous as it 
stands. But the error seems due 
simply to uncritical quotation from 
memory. The Editor failed to per- 
ceive the distinction between the 
two expressions, and perhaps the 
Synoptists had made the second 
phrase the more familiar to him. 
Similarly, inexact memory and 



1 Cf. Mark XV 27 iis oiiK otfiev aiirSs. 

' The Prologue (thi work of the Editor of the Collection) is of course later than the 
actual Sayings, and therefore stands on a different level in its relation to the Canonical 
Gospels. 

» Ox. Paf. IV pp. 3-4. « Oxyrh. Sayingsf. 4. 
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confusion will adequately explain 
the use of dKotfir jj (which is,of course, 
certain) for St John's Tiipijo-j; : cp. 
ybAn V 24 6 t6v \6yop /lov Axoiuv.. . 
?X« fw^»' alfhvLov. to6tojv seems to 



be an adaptation, made consciously 
or unconsciously to apply the 
Logion directly to the Sayings of 
the Collection. 
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Xeyei, 'Ir]{aov)<; ' 
fjbi] iravadadm o ^r][Tc!>v tov ^r)Telv ew? av] 
evpy, /cat orav evprj [Oaix^rjdrjfTerai, Kal Oafi-] 
^r]0e).<; ^acriXevcrei, Ka]l ^aaCKexxra^ avaira-^ 

6. frjTuJx T'i))' fuV ?(i)s av, GUT: toO jyirelv, Heinrici: iKii)Tetv or Tiiv 
iTOiplav, Taylor : rrfi a,\i\Sda,v, Lock : rhv waripa, Swete : rbv Kipiop, 
Bruston : fie..., Batiffol, 6-9. \i.'>] irava. 6 f. Suis tiv | eSprf Kal Srav 

eSpH Bap.\pr]$els /S. Kal di'a7ra|ijffeTOi, Hilgmfeld. 7. flo/i/Seitrfiu, 

Swete. 8. BAClAeyCH, P. 

Jesus saith : 

Let not him who seeketh cease from seeking until he hath found ; 

And when he hath found, he shall be amazed ; 

And when he hath been amazed, he shall reign ; 

And when he hath reigned he shall have rest. 



This Saying is quoted with very 
slight divergencies by Clement of 
Alexandria^, so that the restoration 
of the discoverers is, in all essen- 
tials, certain. As they observed, a 
word not quoted by Clement must 
have followed ityrOiv and must have 
been either an object or something 
dependent upon Trauirciirflw^. They 
suggested tentatively t'i\v fwiji', 
which is not unattractive. But the 
verb BanPetffSai, gives the impres- 
sion that something less abstract 
is required — something which will 



produce amazement. Lock's t^v 
aK7)0elav^ and Taylor's rijv <Fo<j>lav 
seem too frigid and trite. The 
former supports his conjecture by 
reference to the Clementine Homi- 
lies (ill 52) : Sii KoX iK^ba \iy<aii 
devTe Trpbi ifi^ irdpres ol KoniiJVTes 
TOVT^ffTLV ol T^p oKrideLap ^tj- 
ToVvres Kal ft^ eipiuKOVTes aifT'qp.. 
Kal aXXore' ^TjTetTe Kal eitpicFKSTe. 
lis jiir) TTpoS^Xais Keip,ipi]i Trjs d\i) 
delas. But in this passage it seems 
unlikely that the homilist is inter- 
preting two familiar Sayings by 



^ Sirom. 11 9. 45 (quoted below, p. 7, ^.v.). 
8 CA. Quart. Rev. LVin 422. 



^ Ox. Pap. IV p. 5. 
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means of a third and less known 
utterance : the explanation has 
rather the air of being his own. 
And the supplement is too long 
for the lacuna. Swete's tov iraTipa, 
and Bruston's tov xipiov (for which 
cp. Isaiah Iv 6) chime ill with what 
follows : it is a little too obvious 
to say that to find the Father will 
cause amazement. 

Moreover, these restorations, if 
accepted, would make it hard to 
understand why Clement should 
have omitted a positive object such 
as 'truth' or 'wisdom.' But Clement 
may well have dropped out some 
word or phrase which was slightly 
redundant and seemed to him to 
carry no particular weight : Hein- 
rici's TOV ^Tfreiv is exactly such a 
phrase and has therefore been 
adopted in our text. 

It may be objected that this 
leaves the meaning of the clause 
too indefinite : what is the object 
or aim of search ? The answer is, 
that no precise definition of the 
object sought was intended. The 
search is that vague aspiration of 
humanity after something above 
and beyond itself — the avoKapa- 
doKlaTTJs KTlaeas of Romans viii 19. 
To a pious Jew of the Old Dispen- 
sation this aspiration might era- 
body itself in the expectation of a 
Messiah (cp. Luke ii 25), though 
this specialized form of the idea 
is, of course, far narrower than 
the spirit of the present Saying. 
It is, in fact, the fulfilment of the 
vague, instinctive longing or aspi- 
ration of mankind — in Pauline 
phrase the revelation ^ of the glory 
which is to be — which provokes 
amazement, a condition of mind 
necessarily preceding ability to 
partake in the Kingdom itself. 

Harnack understands daixpijdi]- 
diTai in the sense of joyful surprise, 
comparing the Parable of the 



Hidden Treasure (Matth. xiii 24). 
This parallel exactly illustrates the 
transition between eipelv and ^a/i- 
Pe!<r0ai., though ddn^os should 
rather mean awed amazement ^ as 
in Lake v 9 : l^e\8e dir' i/wO kt\. 
66,11.^0$ yap vepiiffxev aiT6v; Mark 
xvi 5 i^eBanP-nBriaav (of the women 
at the Sepulchre). 

The Saying as a whole is new, 
but every part of it falls into line 
with the Synoptic record of the 
teaching of Jesus. The first clause 
is close enough to the ^miliar 
^TiTehe Kal evpriffere of Matth. vii 7 
and Luke xi 9 ; and the discoverers 
also quote Matth. vi. 33 fjjTciTe tk 
TpS>Tov rijv ^affiKeLav [to5 Seov]. 
For the second stage we have no 
such verbal parallel. Yet the sense 
is quite in harmony with the 
Synoptic account. Amazement, as 
Harnack remarks, follows finding 
in the Parable of the Hidden 
Treasure^; and the same Parable 
covers the third clause also, for in 
both amazement is followed by 
enjoyment of the thing found. 
The final clause echoes the pro- 
mise of Matth. xi 28 SeuTe irplK 
^€...K&.y^ dvairaia-ta iifms : to come 
to Christ is synonymous with 
attaining the Kingdom, and both 
the First Gospel and the Saying 
promise rest to those who do 
so. 

In 1. 7 Swete has proposed to 
read ffa/iPelaSu as shorter than 
the future (which the discoverers 
regard as somewhat long for the 
space to be filled), and because the 
imperative is used in the initial 
clause. This seems unnecessary: 
the future is apparently possible 
graphically — and an error such as 
fla^/S^irerat is quite possible, — 
and the context surely requires it. 
Wonder follows upon finding as a 
natural consequence and not as a 
state to be induced. 



^ Romatis, viii 18. ^2 gee Swete Exp. Times XV 491. 

^ Joy is a concomitant of finding in the Parable because of the nature of the thing 
found. 
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U. 8-9. dKaTTo^fferai is a vulgar 
form of dxairaiio-eTai : it occurs in 
the parallel Clem. Alex. Strom. II 
9 45, and Apoc. xiv 13^. 

The popularity of the saying is 
proved by the number of parallels 
in patristic and apocryphal vprit- 
ings. The most important of these 
are two citations by Clement of 
Alexandria : 

(i) Strom, n 9 45 T<xirr)% Si 
(so. Trjs dXTj&eias) dpxh t6 davfidffat 
tA irpdyfiaTaf us TiXdruv iv Beat- 
TTfTi^'K^ei (p. 155 d) Kal Mardias 
h> Tols Iiapad6ire<n vapuvCiv ' ' 6ai- 
fuitTov rk irapivra' y Kav Ttfi Kad' 
*E^paiovs edayyeXiip * 6 dav^d(ras 
/3afftXeii<ret ' — y^ypairrai — ' KoX it 
^acikeiifftti dya-jra-^ffeTai.' 

{2) Strom. V 14 tffoy yd.p roiroLS 
(Plato Tim. p. 90) EKetva d^i/arat ' 
' 0^ iroiiffeTat 6 ^tjtwv ^uis &v eUprj ' 
eiphv Si Sa/i^riB-^ireTai " Sajn/Sijfleis 
5^ jSafftXeiJo'ei * jSacrtXeiJtras 5^ iir- 

Two questions now arise: 
(a) which of these two Stations 
is the more faithful quotation 
from the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews'! (b) Is the more exact 
citation independent of or identical 
vrith our Saying ? 

(a) Itisprobablethattheformer 
pass^e is a substantial and not a 
verbal quotation from the Gospel. 
Clement is putting the Platonic 
doctrine that wonder begets know- 
ledge : assuming for the moment 
that the longer version is that 
which was actually found in the 
Gospel, may we not fairly argue 
that Clement would have reduced it 
to the short form found in Strom. II? 
For the first two clauses of the 
longer form would be omitted as 
irrelevant ; and dav/juicras would be 
substituted for daix^iqdds, because 
the latter, while essential in the 
citation as such, was unsuitable in 
Clement's application of it — B&n- 



|8os being an emotion which 
occupies the mind exclusively and 
therefore not conducive to recep- 
tivity. We may remark also that 
the longer version is far more 
Synoptic in style^ than the shorter. 

While, therefore, absolute cer- 
tainty is impossible, it seems in 
the highest degree probable that 
Clement's shorter version is a 
modification — made by himself — 
of the longer form, and that the 
longer form is the true citation 
from the Hebrew gospel. 

(b) In what relation, then, does 
the longer form stand to the pre- 
sent Saying ? In Clement we have 
oil TToOaeTai — eiptbv — iiravatravdri- 
crerai for the /ii] TavcdffBw — Srav 
eSpji — dfaira^aiTai. of the Saying. 
Such variants as these which 
carry with them no difference 
of meaning are such as occur 
naturally wherever quotation is 
made from memory. They are 
common enough in early Christian 
literature to justify us in treating 
the instances under consideration 
as negligible, and consequently 
deciding that the Oxyrhynqhus 
Saying is identical with a Saying 
recorded in the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews. Further, in the 
Introduction, as also at various 
points in the Commentary, reason 
has been shown for regarding the 
Sayings as extracts. Coupling, 
then, the conclusion that the Say- 
ings are extracts with the identity 
of Saying i and Clement's citation 
from the Gospel according to the 
Hebrews, we reach the important 
conclusion — -which, I believe, is 
universally admitted, that Saying i 
is quoted from the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews. 

The other citations are less 
direct, and for the most part do 
little more than show how popular 
the Saying was. (i) Clement II 6 



1 Cp. Heinrici op. cii. p. 194- 

'^ As we should expect a citation from the Gospel according to the Hehrews. For 
the climax-form cp. Matth. v 25. 
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i] S^ itrayye\la tov 'KpUrrov fieydXtj 
Kal ffavfia(rrT] iartv Kdl dydwavffts 
Tjjs /itXXoiio-ijs paffi.\elas xal j^oiTJs 
alavlov. Resch thinks this passage 
is dependent on Clement Strom. 
ri 9 ; but in any case the passage 
unmistakably refers to the last 
clause of the Saying : Taylor' be- 
lieves that BavfiaffTTj proves refer- 
ence to the preceding clause also, 
a view which would oblige us to 
regard the passage as con6rming 
Clement's shorter citation as the 
genuine form. But to say ' the 
promise is wonderful' is very 
different from saying ' the promise 
is attained through wonder,' as 
the Saying does. ' Clement ' doubt- 
less uses $avfjiaiTT'^ without any 
reference to oar Saying^. {2) Acta 
Thomae (ed. Tischendorf) oJ dfius 
tieraKa/j.pdvoi'Tcs t&v iKcT iyaB&v 
aPaTraOovToi Kcd dvairavdficvoL jSairt- 
Xeicrovnv. Though dfdtravais and 
ISatnXeta are reversed, it is clear 
that here again the reference is to 
the final clause of the Saying. 
(3) Evang. Thomae (ed. Tischen- 
dorf) A. v. dpKerbv ffol iart iyjretv 
Kal iir\ eipeiv. This passage has 
not hitherto been connected with 



the Saying. It seems to mean ' It 
is bad enough that, with all your 
search (expectation) as a pious 
Jew for the Messiah, you have 
failed to recognise him when he is 
before you. Do not make it worse 
by ill-treating me,' and so agrees 
exactly with the explanation of 
the initial clause in our Saying 
given above. (4) It seems at least 
possible that in I^stis Sophia 
(§ 251 ed. Petermann) there is 
an adapted version of Saying I : 
S ch wartz's translation of the Coptic 
is as follows : ' et dicite iis : ne 
remitte quaerere per diem et noc- 
tem, et ne apa/cre (?=di'^eTe) vos 
usque dum inveneritis/<i/(rT^/)uipur ■ 
gatores quae purgabunt vos ut red- 
dant vos eVKiKpivh lumen, ut euntes 
in altitudinem K\ripovoiiiia7{Te lu- 
men mei regni.' If we leave out 
theGnosticdressingof this passage, 
thereraamitrne remitte quaerere... 
usquedum inveneritis. . .uteuntesin 
altitudinem /cXijpofOjLtiJo'TjTe (lumen) 
mei reghi, is obviously very close 
to the Oxyrhynchus Saying ; in- 
deed the first clause of the Coptic 
is verbally almost identical with 
the first clause of the Greek. 



SAYING II 

Xeiyei 'I[ouSas • rLv€<; dpa] 
01 eXKovre'; lyyiia?, [xal irore iXeva-erai] lO 

^ ^aa-iXeia (^) eV ovpalvoLi; ovaa ; Xiyei 'lr)((rov)<}-] 
Ta irereiva tov ovp\avov, koI t&v drjpicav o-] 
Tt vtro rrjv <yijv i(TT[iv rj eirl t^? 7^9, Kal] 
ol ix^vet Tfj<i 8aXd{a-(Tri^, ovroi ol eXKOv-] 
T69 vfj,a<}- Kal 7] /Sao-[tX6t'a Tmv ovpavmv] 15 

eWo? vij,&v [eJo-Tf [«ai oo-rts av eavrov] 

1 O.S. p. 6. 

_" Cp. Hippol. Comm. in Dan. IV 60 toB oJi» Kvplmi hmyavil.ii/mi...7rta\ txk uehkovirtis 
TMV ayiuv poCTiAeias los eiij Ii/Sojo! nai Bavf-atrHi. 
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71/03 TavT7)v 6i5pj;[o-ef Kal evp6vTe<; avTrjv] 
kavTov<; yvmaeade \_OTt viol ical ie\r)pov6/iot] 
iare v/ieli tov TraTpo<s toD 'jr^avTOKparopo^, /cat] 
'Yva>(r(j£a)de eaurou? 6j'[^(e)o5 ovTa<s Kal d{eo)v iv vfiiv.] 20 
Kal vfiel<; i<TTe r] 7rTp[\is ^(eo)w]. 

gff. X^ei 'Ififfom' ipuT&Te Hves oi ?. ■fi/ias els tV /Sao'iXe/oi' ei ■q ;8. ^c 

oipavQ ianv; t4 x. tou oipavoS Kal twv Btipium in iiro TijV 7^1' 

ianv 1) iirl rijs y^s Kal ol I. Tijs 8a\iiTtnis, oSrot oJ S\KoyTes i/ms, Kal ij 
^atriXeia tCov oi>pavCav ivTos itpJav iari Kal offris &v iavrdv yvifi Ta^TTjv 

eip^aei iavTovs yviiireffde Kal elS'^ffere 8ti viol iare i^eU roff Trarpos 

ToB wavTOKpiropos .,,yi'ii<r{eir)de ^auTous cv Kal i/««! Iare 

riTTTg , Gff. 

X. 'IijffoOs' /*■)( ^o^elTutrav oi (. i. iirl ttjs yijs- i/uiv yi,p rj /3. iv 
oipav(^, Kal ^0' i/fuv ^fxrat. ret tt,, Bartlet, 

\. 'Ii^ffoCs- ipiaraTe rives ol S. ij/ias Avu els oipaviv el rj |8. if oipavip 
ianv; ifiiiv 'Kiyu, Taylor. 

X. 'IijiroOs' Tives elffiv ol S. if. irpbs t^v ^offiXelav ; ^ ^. iv oiipavt^' ol 
de iirl TTJs yijs Kal ra tt, tov odpavov Kal irav KrUrfia Stl i). t. 7, itrrtv Kal 
iv T^ o5i7 Kal ol I. ttjs 8a\A(T(rris, outoi oi ^Kovres i/ias, Swele, 

X. ^IijffoCs* irws \iyavffiv ol ^. ijfias els ret KptT'^pca Htl i] /3. iv oiipavQ 
iiTTiv; ii'fyri. Sivarai rh it. tov oipavov inyiyviiiTKeiv H iri Triv 7^>' 
ioTiv ; Kal tL iv t^j o&pavifi ol I. ttjs BaXdffffris ; oiiTws oi ^XKOvres ifids. 
Kal 7] paiTiXela o/iSs nivroi, ivTOS v/iHv ianv, Kal 8s ih.v ra ivrbs iiiwv 

yvQy Ta^TrfV eip^ffet eavToiis yvtbireade ivibiriov rov 0eov. Kal viol 

iare 0. tou tt. tov reXelov iv oipavif. yviiaeaSe iavroiis ivi!>Tiov rdv 
dvffpiiTiav, Kal i. iare, ^ vroeiaBe, Deissmann. 

X. 'IijtroCs' /iij \iyT\Te, Siarl ol I. ij. els rr/v yr\v iireiSii i] ;8. iv oipavQ 
iwdpxei' ixiyjrore ra x. rov oipavov Xiyovaiv dtarl i. t. 7. iffTtv ipverh ij 
Siarl ol I. rrjs 8a\A(r<rris; Toioi oi i\KOvres i/ias- Kal t] ^aaCKela r&v oipavQv 
i. i. iffrt. iaris oiv eavrov yv^ ra&niv eiip-^irei Kal irav iifiets i. yv(i)ff€tTde, 
elS'^ffere Sri viol iare i. r. tt. r. iravrbs, Kal orav yvij)ffeff6e i. iK 8eov, 
rbre oipAviot Kal i/iels iare t] (?) irrepoipipoi, Bruston. 

X^et 'I. ■ rives oi &^KOvres riinas elffiv ; i) /S. iv oipaviff Kal ri, ir. toO 
oipavov. rl iirb r^v yrlv iariv ; ol I. rrp SaXdffO'ijs iKKOvres i/ms. Kal i] 
paaiKela ivrbs ifi&v ianv. Ss ftx iavrbv 7V(^ rairriv ebp^aei, iavroiis 
yviiaeaOe' ifiets iare rov tt. rov reKelov. yvwaOe iavrovs iv airtp. Kal 
i/iels iare ^ Tr6a, Hilgenfeld. 

\.'\r)(!ovs' aXreire, Lock: X. 'It/o-oCs- pJi] etitiyre, Bartlet. 
9-1 1. X^76i 'Iijo-oSs i>.r\ ^o^elrwaav oi i. 6. els (cpiTiJpia- i^Qv yi.p ^ j8. 
iv oipavif, Wessely. 
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17. €ii4au- ilui yip iXvOSn, Swete: eip^aet Kal eipbvns airiiv, 
Heinrici. 18. rNCOCece*.!, P, corr. GH: viol koX exryaTipes, Swete. 
19. i^Urrov KoXiijmioTav, Bartlet. 20. ivTiir6\eiTO\iecov,Blass: 
iv Ti? Twrpl i/iwy, Heinrici : inrbs ttjs 7r6\eus wtos, Stueie : iv toIs 
iavTov ivTas, Taylor. 21. 17 irrSKis, Blass, GH, Swete: 7i^Ti\iihoi, 

Heinrici: 77 jrrAXts fi(£o)u, Bethune Baker. 

Judas saith : ' Who, then, are they who draw us ? And when 
shall come the Kingdom which is in Heaven?' Jesus saith: 
'The birds of the air and, of the beasts, whatsoever is 
under the earth or upon the earth, and the fishes of the sea ; 
these are they which draw you. And the Kingdom of Heaven 
is within you ; and whosoever shall know himself shall find it. 
And when ye have found it, ye shall know that ye are sons and 
heirs of the almighty Father, and ye shall know that ye are in 
God and God in you. And ye are the city of God.' 



Critics differ widely as to the 
meaning to be attached to the par- 
ticiple ¥KKOVTii (1. lo), and this 
disagreement together with the 
mutilation of the Saying and the 
absence of any general parallel to 
the whole, has given rise to a large 
number of reconstructions. 

The renderings of IXkovtcs may 
be grouped as follows: (i) GH^ 
and Swete^ understand ' attract ' 
or 'influence'; (2) Taylor' takes 
the word in its literal and physical 
sense, 'pull' or 'draw' ; (3) Bart- 
let* would interpret it ' persecute' ; 
{4) Deissmann renders ' drag ' (sc. 
before the judgement-seat). These 
views can be considered only 
briefly. Taylor's rendering must 
be rejected on the ground of the 
extreme naivety it assumes on the 
part of the author of this Saying. 
That the birds of the air might be 
said to draw us up to Heaven, 
is perhaps admissible as a poetic 



figure and not without a classical 
echo ; but to claim that the beasts 
' on the earth and under the earth ' 
also perform this service, borders 
on the ludicrous, while the admis- 
sion of the fishes of the sea to the 
same privilege is surely intoler- 
able^. Bartlet's reconstruction fails 
on the grounds given by GH, 
that authority over brute-creation 
hardly justifies the command ' fear 
not them who persecute you.' And 
it should be noticed that the 
parallel advanced by Bartlet from 
Bamab. VI 12 and 18 attributes 
this authority to mankind in 
general (following Genesis i 26). 
Deissmann's restoration* yields to 
none in ingenuity ; but is it likely 
that unbelievers would be repre- 
sented as making such a taunt? 
Surely the whole course of early 
Christian history shows that those 
who 'dragged Christians before 
the judgement-seats' failed to 



1 Ox. Pap. IV p. 7. 2 Expos. Times XV 491. s Oxyrk. Sayings pp. g^io. 

< In Ox. Pap. I.e. 

° In J.T.S. vii p. 548, however, Dr Taylor compares Philo de Pratm. et Pock. 
(M. ii 415, 421) to the effect that by contemplation of the world and its order men 
may rise up as on a sort of heavenly ladder to the thought of God. 

" Beitage zur Allgemeitun Zeitung {\^^ %. 117. 
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understand this very point that 
'the Kingdom was in Heaven.' 
Moreover, the reconstruction of 
11. 11-14 has a strange sound and 
makes but a lefthanded reply to 
the supposed taunt of the perse- 
cutors. 

Bruston^ fails to see any con- 
nection between birds, beasts and 
fishes and the Kingdom, but finds 
a double opposition (i) between 
birds and fishes, (2) between the 
Kingdom and those who draw us 
to the earth. But Matthew (as we 
shall see) gives a key to the con- 
nection between birds and the 
Kingdom, and Psalm viii, with 
many other passages ^ shows that 
birds, beasts and fishes are con- 
ventionally representative of the 
whole lower animate creation. 

The sense in which GH and 
Swete understand SXkovtcs is surely 
the right one, being supported, as 
the latter points out, by Clement 
(Strom. VII 2 § 9) who speaks of 
men as t^ a/yiiff irvei^Ti i\K6iU£i'oi^ : 
the discoverers also compare the 
use of i\Kiei.v in Jb/m vi 44 ; xii 
32. Taking SXKoyres in some such 
sense, GH base their restoration 
' on the close parallelism which 
we have supposed to exist between 
1. 15 -Tcs i/ms Koi 7] ^curiKeia twii 
oipav&v and 1. 10 oi iXxovrei rtfias 
followed in 1. 1 1 by ^ painXela iv 
oipav^.' Such a view, implying as 
it does that the Saying was in the 
form of question and answer, 
alone adequately explains the frag- 
ments of the text. The restoration 
?X(coi']Tes (11. 14-15) is, of course, 
inevitable. 

The restoration printed in our 
text rests upon two considerations 
to which perhaps too little impor- 



tance has been attached, (i) In 
1. 10 the papyrus has ■^/iias and in 
1. 15 i/itas : the change may, as 
GH point out, be no more than 
an error which is very common in 
papyri ; yet a restoration which 
can retain the MS. reading has at 
least a slight advantage. (2) In 
1. 1 5 [ol ?\fcoi']T£s iiiiS.s is separated 
from 'ii ^airCKela, by Kai: does this 
not force us to conclude that the 
parallel oi SXkovtcs ii/ias also was 
followed by xat, or, in other words, 
must not the question have been a 
double one''? If this be so, the 
restorations hitherto put forward 
must be profoundly modified ; 
and it remains to give further 
grounds for the reconstruction 
here put forward. If the ij/ias... 
i/Bos of the papyrus is right, the 
question must have been put to 
Jesus by a second person (just as 
Saying v consists of a series of 
questions followed by an answer) : 
it cannot well be a rhetorical or 
echoed question as GH regard it, 
and it is most unlikely that Jesus 
would have included himself among 
those who are ' drawn ' by the birds, 
beasts and fishes. In 1. 9 the sur- 
viving Xiyei 'I[... naturally sug- 
gests the familiar \iyei 'IijffoCs ; 
but this is not inevitable, and I 
have conjectured \iyei 'loidas in- 
troducing the guestton (cp. John 
xiv 22, quoted below), and have 
filled out the otherwise difficult 
lacuna in 1. 11 with the formula 
X^yei 'Itjitous which introduces 
the answer : why Judas has 
been selected as the interrogator 
will become clear later. If, again, 
the answer is in two parts, con- 
nected by Koi, it is highly probable 
that the question also was similarly 



1 Fragtn. dun anc. recueil de Paroles de Jisus p. 114. 

2 E.g. Hesiod, ^. and D. 277 ; Job xii 7, 8. 

3 Mr Badtiam cites further Clement Strom. VI 6 tovs )Lkv yap irpoTpdirei o 
Kvpi09' Tots Se ^St; eyvetfy^tracrt Koi xeipa opeyet koX ai/e'Aicei. ^^ Id. V 12 ^ ttrxi)? tou 
A&yau...navTa rhv KaroMo^dfievov Kal evroi eavTov irpbs eavnjv e'Aicet. 

4 Dr Taylor i/.T.S. Vil p. 548) regards koi as 'editorial': in view of the 
apparent parallelism between question and answer, this explanation cannot, I think, 
be maintained. 
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divided. Leaving on one side, then, 
the first part of the question ' Who 
are they who draw us?' with its 
answer ' These are they who draw 
you,' we must ask what was the 
second question which is answered 
by ' The Kingdom of Heaven is 
within you.' Now this answer is 
familiar enough. Luke xvii so has : 
i7rep(tjT7)6eh S^ inrh t&v ^apuralfnv 
irdre IpxcTai t) paaiXela toS ffeov, 
direKpidT) airrois Kal elirev oi/K 
^pX^raL 7] ^atriXeia tou 6eou fier^ 
irapaTTjp-^aews . . .ISod ydp, ij ^atn- 
\ela Tov 6eov ivrbs {/jxuv icTlv. 
Since Luke, then, gives the reply 
contained in our Saying as the 
answer to a definite question, and 
since we have reason to believe 
that our Saying contained a double . 
question, is it not at least highly 
probable that the second part of 
the question which we are seeking 
to recover, was similar to the 
question answered in Luke by the 
remarkable saying ' The Kingdom 
of Heaven is within you ' ? I have 
therefore restored ' And when shall 
come (or cometh) the Kingdom 
which is in Heaven'? ' 

I have supposed that Judas 
{' not Iscariot ') is the interroga- 
tor. Luke, indeed, makes the 
Saying ' The Kingdom of Heaven 
is within you ' part of the reply 
to the Pharisees; but this is not 
likely to be historically true, in- 
asmuch as the Pharisees are nor- 
mally represented to us as the last 
people of whom it could be said 
that the Kingdom was within 
them. Possibly Luke had before 
him some notice of a question of 
the Pharisees, ' When is this King- 
dom to appear?' and the detached 
logos 71 (3. hrds ifidv, and uncriti- 
cally welded the two together. 



Judas, however, appears m John 
xiv 22 with a closely parallel ques- 
tion : X^yei oiT45'Ioi55as...Ki5pie, ti 
y^ovev OTL rjfuv fj^Weii ^fi^avij^eiy 
aeavTov Kal oix^ ''V "daiuf ; where 
is latent the same contrast between 
a material and spiritual view of 
the Kingdom as in the present 
Saying. Hippolytus * also has pre- 
served a notice of a question asked 
by Judas (Iscariot?) concerning 
the Kingdom : tov oSi> Kvplov Siri- 
yovfUvov irepl r'qs fieWoOatjs riav 
ayluv pairiKelas . . . KaroTrXayeJs 6 
'Ioi55as...l^0i7* Kcd tIs apa 6\f/eTai 
ravra ; We might almost suppose 
that the name of Judas became 
traditionally associated with a cer- 
tain type of question, though pos- 
sibly the two owners of that name 
were not always clearly distin- 
guished. 

We may now turn back to the 
remarkable reference to the birds, 
the beasts and the fishes. These, 
as we have seen, are representa- 
tive of lower animate creation ; 
but what is meant by saying that 
these ' draw ' or ' influence ' us ? 
The answer is to be found, as 
Dr Taylor has shown^, in Matth. 
vi 26-30, where the fowls of the 
air and the lilies of the field ^ are re- 
presented as drawing us, if we will 
but heed the lesson they teach, by 
their example of faith in provi- 
dence^. Dr Taylor further com- 
pares yoi xii 7-8 dXXa St) ipirrtjisov 
TeTp&iroSa idv tyoi efTTUtri, TreretpoL 
5e oipavov idv troi dTrayyetkwaiv ' 
iKdf^ytjffaL y^ ^dv aoi ^pdir-g^ Kal 
il^yijiTovTal aoi oi Vxfiiei Tfi% doKdv- 
ffijs, a passage which alike in its 
main thought and" in its phraseo- 
logy lies so closely parallel to our 
Saying as to make almost inevit- 
able the conclusion that the com- 



* For another setting of this question cf. 2 Cletn. xn 2. 

"^ Comm. in Dan, IV 60 [=Preuschen Antiteg. p. 29 no. 23 b). 

* Oxyrh. Sayings ■p. 11. 

* Cp. also JLuke xii 24 ff. 

' Cp. Hymns Anc. and Mod. 276, especially the last stanza. 
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piler of the Saying elaborated the 
essential idea of Matthew or Luke^ 
on a model derived from the Old 
Testament. 

In this connection it will be 
well to consider the relation 
between our Saying and Luke 
in regard to the logos ^ ^aaCKda 
Tuv oipavwy ivris viidviaTiv. GH, 
indeed, incline to see connection 
between the Saying and the Gospel 
of Thomas, quoting Hippolytus 
Refut. V 1 oi nbvov S' air&v ivi- 
fiapTvpeiv ^affl t^ \bytfi ret 'Affffv- 
piiav fivaTqpia, dXXd koX ^pvyQiv 
irepl Trfv tUv yeyovtrrup koX yivo- 
piviav KoX i<rop^j/<av ^i p^aKaplav 
Kpv^ofi^vTjv ofiou Kal tpavepovfxivqv 
(piffw ijvTrep ^aal Trjc hrbs dvBpii- 
TTOV ^a<ri\eiav oiipavwv i^TjTovpAviiv , 
irepl ^s Siapprfbriv ev rt^ Karit, Qojfidv 
iinyp(i<l>oii^v(p e^ayyeKltp Tapadtdo- 
offt X4yovTes offrws • ifi^ ^tjtQv 
eiiprjffeL iv Traidfots dwd irtov ewrd' 
ixei yap iv T(p TetrtTapeiTKaideKdTip 
al&vi Kpv^opxvos tpavepoufiat. But 
surely this passage does not state 
or imply that the hffos was found 
also in the Gospel of Thomas : it 
seems clear that the Naassenes 
urged in defence of their doctrine, 
' The Happy Nature, in which 
we believe, is the same as your 
canonical doctrine of the Kingdom 
of Heaven within a man, though 
its nature is more explicitly re- 
vealed in a logos in our own Gospel 
of Thomas.'' The logos, then, is 
common to Luke and our Saying 
alone: are we to suppose that the 
evangelist and the logographer 
derived it from the same source 
or parallel sources, or that one is 
indebted to the other? Circum- 
stantial evidence makes it pro- 
bable, if not certain, that the 
Saying is indebted to the Gospel ; 
for (i) we have already seen good 
reason to believe that the first 
part is composite and owes one of 



its elements to the first Gospel ; 
(2) if the second part of the Saying 
is genuine and not a later addition, 
its mystical and quasi-philosophical 
character demands a post-synoptic 
date; (3) the other Sayings gene- 
rally betray dependence upon one 
or more of the Synoptics, and 
analogy therefore is in favour of a 
similar dependence here. 

The second part of the Saying 
is less compact than the first, and 
restoration is consequently more 
hazardous. No detailed criticism 
of the suggestions hitherto pub- 
lished, therefore, is likely to serve 
any good purpose : it will be 
sufficient to remark on the new 
supplements given in the text as 
they occur. The restoration of 
GH in 1. 16 is certainly right, and 
that of Heinrici in 1. 17 almost 
equally so. In 1. 18 I have sub- 
stituted K\T}poi'6iiM (for which com- 
pare I,uie X 25 but especially 
Romans viii 14, 16-17 <"'■'" 7"P 
TTveinari. deov &yovTai, ovToi eUnv 
viol 6£0v...a,iTb to irveOfia <rviJ,iiap- 
Tvpel...STi ia/iiv riKva 8eov- el Si 
rhva, KoX KXTjpovdfioi* K\7jpov6/xot 
piv deov, ffvyK\ripov6p.oi Si XjokttoD) 
for Svyaripes (Swete, Taylor). In 
l.igthediscoverers'TTtti'roKpiiTopos^ 
may well be right, though the 
epithet is a matter of minor impor- 
tance. Lines 20-21 are decidedly 
difficult : in the former only the 
suggestion of Heinrici ^i' rtp wwrpl 
i/idv seems plausible. Following 
his suggestion, I had once thought 
of ^i" ifiol ovras /td/te iv i/MV (cf. 
fohn vi 56 ; xiv 20 ; xv 5) ; but 
this is a little too long ; and I 
therefore read iv 9(e)(f Svras xal 
9{ei)v iv i/uv, and compare r fohn 
iv 13 iv To&rtp ytvijbffKop.ev on iv 
a&Tip fiivofiev koX airrbs iv ijfjuv ori 
iK rod TTveifiaTOi airov diSuKev 
rip,a>. In the latter Blass' supple- 
ment ri irTi[Xis' alone seems pos- 



1 The common phrase to. weTetvi rov ovpavov makes it likely that Matthew rather 
than Luke, who has KopaKes, was in the compiler's mind. 
' Cp. 2 Cor. vi 18. ' Cp. Matth. v 14. 
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sible ; and though the change of 
subject is abrupt, this is not 
necessarily an objection. I have 
adopted Prof . Bethune Baker's sug- 
gestion (privately communicated) 
that S(eo)0 should be added. 

The second part of the Saying 
in its abstract and philosophical 
character stands in strong contrast 
against the first. While the earlier 
portion is redolent of the country- 
side, the latter sounds like an echo 
from Alexandria' or some similar 
centre, and it seems at least pos- 
sible that this part of the Saying 
is an addition to the less artificial 
first half. 

Whether the second part is an 
amplification or no, there seems 
good ground for believing that the 
first part at least is an extract 
from a larger context. Whether 
the Saying began 'Ye ask who 
are they vifho draw us' (or the 
like), or ' [Judas] saith : Who, 
then, are they who draw us?' it 
must have been preceded by some 
enigmatic statement which pro- 
voked the question (whether real 
or assumed), by some such state- 
ment as ' Ye shall be drawn unto 
the Kingdom.' If this be granted, 
the passage to which our Saying 
belonged was of the same type as 
the citation in 2 Clement v dis- 
cussed in the Commentary on 
Saying iv, and this citation, as I 
have there tried to show, must 
come from the Gospel according to 
the Hebrews. In itself this attri- 
bution is obviously precarious; but 
the Saying seems to show certain 
tendencies which may in some 



degree strengthen it : (i) there is 
a ncCive unconventionality in the 
statement that birds, beasts and 
fishes 'draw' us which is generally 
similar to the spirit of the well- 
known fragment^ from the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews, ipri 
IXapi iJte Ti iJ/^Tiip fwv rb aytov 
TTveOfJi-a iv fiL^ roil' rpixStv fwv Kal 
dTi^veyK^ fie els rd opos to p4ya 
Qapiip: both passages, moreover, 
seem to be adaptations from ancient 
Hebrew literature'. (2) The meta- 
physical and theological character 
of the second part of the Saying 
(apart from restorations) on the 
one hand is Johannine — and as we 
have seen in the Introduction the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews 
shows a distinct though minor 
Johannine element — , and on the 
other lies parallel to Sa)fing I, 
which is attributed by Clement of 
Alexandria to the same Gospel. 

The argument of the Saying as 
a whole seems to be that men can 
be greatly influenced towards the 
Kingdom by the example of faith 
and trust shown by the lower crea- 
tion ; for the Kingdom is not a ma- 
terial one : it is latent in man and 
consists in his capacities for faith, 
trust, and the like. When a man 
becomes conscious of these and 
develops them (knows himself) — 
a process in which the example of 
the birds of the air and other 
creatures exercises a powerful in- 
fluence — , he has found the King- 
dom, and realizes all that this 
implies, sonship with God and 
unity with God. 



1 Cp. Clement of Alexandria Paedag. iii i (quoted by Badham in Ox. Pap, iv 
7) ^v cipa, cIis eoiKe, iravTiav fieyioTov fLa9j]fi,a.Ttav rb yvSyvai avT6v cavrbf yap Tts eav 
yvtfij, Seov elireTai. 

^ Orig. Comm. in loh. ii 12 87. 

^ Job xii 7-8 ; Bzech. vixi 3. 
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SAYING III 

Xeyet 'Ii;(j7o{))9 • 
ovK a'jroKvrj<Tei avd[pco'iTO<; ttjv oSov ei;-] 

pa)v etrepoDTrjo-ai Tra[yTa hiai-^ 

pS)v irepl roil tottov t^[s KadeBpa^; 6i5/3?j-] 

a-ere on iroWol eaovrai 7r[pwroi ea'^aroi, KaX\ 25 

01 ecT'xaToi Trpmrof koX [^torjv KK/rjpovofiija-ov-^ 

CflV. 

22—27. avdpfairos KkriBeU ff^<l>fitiip i. irAvTbis ^va rdv iCKtyrb^tav ir. t,t, 
T^s Sox^s TToO i,vaKKiSil<reTai S. jr. I. irpwroc foxoTOt /to! oi I. irpuiToi (to! 
Sd^av eipiq<rov<riv, Deissmann. 

o^K iTroKV^(rei di/$ptairos{(^tf) twv ^VTLfioT^puv iTeptor^ffai irapa tov delTryov 
diropiav Trepl tou rdTTOv ttjs KKiffias tov K\idii(reTai • &Ti t. ^. Trpdroi ^trxoTot 
Kai ol i. IT. Kai tj)avepoi 6,7ro^alvovffLv, Wessely, 

Afffpoiwos Trepl Tuv Kaip&v i. Trap/tiijcnafiyoevos \ripav wepl tou t. t^s 
S6^$ ■ ifiecs 5^ fftwTnJireTe (ktX.) ko! dXiyoL eiip^ffovatv, Swete. 

avdptaTTOs TrX'^pTjs ijfiepCij' i, irapd, tuv Trpeff^ur^puv irepl r. r. rijs fwvijs 
airov. dXX' eip^a^re (kt\.) Kai SKlfoi k\i)toI elaai, Taylor. 

22 ff. apdpiaTTOs vios Kai adi^puv i. irapa rdv irpea^VTipuiv ir. -i . r. rij! 
&naTra^trews' Kai ypdjaere 0. ir. ^. (ktX.) koI ths 6 yjXios ^KXd/Mipovariv, Bruston, 

22. irepX rSiv Traripiav, Bartlet. 23. Trapp^alq. koX IcTopwv, Bartlet. 
enepcOTHCe, P (corr. GH). 24. rT)% pa<ri\elas dS-^a-ere, GH. 

25. Srt, suprascript in P. 26. fwV aliimov l^ov<ru', GH. 

Jesus saith : 

Shall a man who has found the way not fear to ask. ..determin- 
ing all things concerning the place of his seat ? Ye shall find 
that many first shall be last, and the last first, and they shall 
inherit eternal life. 

The discoverers offer no restora- o5t6s ianv 6 r/nros twv ipxepupf 

tionforthemainpartofthisSaying, v/uiv rdv Sixaluv irdpiiiruv ; but 

and those of Swete, Deissmann, no reconstruction on this basis 

Taylor and Bruston are, on general seems possible, 

groimds, not satisfactory. Mr Bad- I have ventured to follow what 

hann has suggested comparison with seems to be another possible line of 

Apoc. Petr. X^7ei ijiuv 6 Kipios ' restoration. Here, as elsewhere in 
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the Sayings, the Synoptics seem 
to give the safest clue, and the 
latter part of this Saying is 
obviously very close to the Synop- 
tic Gospels. Matth. xix-xx has 
a series of incidents which are 
likely to help us. First (xix 27 ff.) 
we have rlyre diroKptffeh 6 Uirpos 
etjrfv airQ' ISoi ijfieTs a<j>iiKafi.ev 
■ir6.VTa..M Spa Iffrai ifyXv ; elTev 6 
*l7]tTovs . . . KadUreaOe Kal ifj-ets irrl 
StitSeKa 6p6vovi . . ,Tro\\ol Se ((rovrat 
irpioTOL ^<rxo-Toi ktK. Then follows 
the Parable of the Labourers in 
the Vineyard (xx 1-16), ending like 
the preceding incident and the 
present Saying. Thirdly we have 
the episode of the ' mother of 
Zebedee's children ' who asks pre- 
cedence for her two sons (xx 20-24). 
Lastly Jesus himself utters a warn- 
ing to those who seek the first 
place. These passages form a 
group which might be headed 
' On seeking Precedence,' and 
the warning 'the first shall be 
last ' surely links the whole with 
our Saying. It is highly probable, 
then, that the Saying also deals 
with the matter of seeking prece- 
dence in the Kingdom ; and this 
probability is increased by the use 
of tSttos, a word which in Luke 
xiv 9-10 means ' place ' (the 
'room' of A.V.) with a definite 
connotation of precedence^. 

In consequence, the restoration 
of T^s KadiSpas in 1. 24 seems 
almost inevitable — oCik diroKvijffeL 
should then be treated as an in- 
dignant question ; and we may 
assume that the lacuna after 
&v6pu)Tros was once occupied by 
wordswhichgave reason whyaman 



should be ashamed to ask of such 
matters. I have therefore restored 
Tvv iSbv evpdvK The general sense 
of the Saying would then be : ' a 
man who has found the one great 
and essential thing (the Way) ought 
to be ashamed to haggle about his 
precedence over others.' 

There remains the lacuna in 
1. 23 which I cairaot fill with any 
confidence. The missing words 
may possibly have been explana- 
tory of iTrepwTTJaat, and I have 
accordingly suggested ir6\i>Ta... 
Siai]pai> \ ' determining (or trying 
to determine) all things concern- 
ing the place,' etc. The comple- 
tion of 1. 26 is a matter of only 
secondary importance. GH sug- 
gest fwijc alwviov l^ovffiv*, which 
is adequate; but Matth. xix 29 
may be thought to favour fu^K 
ic\i7poi'o/i?Jffou(rti'. 

The Saying — however we restore 
it — is a remarkable instance of that 
salient characteristic of the Oxy- 
rhynchus collection as a whole — 
the mixture of elements at once 
parallel to and divergent from the 
Synoptics. For while the first part 
of the 'Saying has nothing exactly 
similar in the Synoptics, it never- 
theless seems related to a clearly 
marked group of episodes in the 
Gospels. On the other hand the 
second part of the Saying corre- 
sponds exactly with the Synoptic 
version, and as compared with 
Mark X 31 this correspondence is 
exact (Mark, indeed, inserts ii 
after ttoKkoI, but tliis is due to his 
different context) : Matth. xix 30 
differs only in the omission of 
ol before the second ?<rxoToi°. The 



1 Note that almost immediately above (xiii 29-30) Luke says ' they shall come 
from the east and from the west.. .and shall sit down (afOKXift^troin-ai) in the kingdom 
of God. And lo, there are last which shall be first,' etc. (This after speaking of the 
rejection of the self-righteous.) 

2 Cp, I Clefnent xxxvi auTij ^ 6$<55...ef jj cvpo/Aey rh trityrftpiov Tjfj.ay lyjirov}' 
^pnrr6v : John xiv 4 koX ottov eyo) fin-a-yoi oifiare Tip/ o^dv. 

8 For this use of fitaipeii' cp. Aristotle Phys. vi 9 a. 

* Cp. John^ iii 16, 36 ; v 34. 

* Luke's eitrlv itr}(a.Toi ot etroi^Tai Trpurot kt\, (xiv 30) is obviously remote from 
the present question. 
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Synoptics and the Saying are in- The abrupt rebuke conveyed in 
deed so close that it is incredible the first part of the Saying re- 
that the two are independent, and proving as it surely does the ten- 
the evidence reviewed in the Intro- dency to seek for precedence, can 
duction goes to show that it is the hardly be anything but an extract : 
writer of the Saying who is the it must have formed part, not of 
borrower. The points of difference any general exhortation, but of a 
between the versions of Matthew replyto some request. It is, indeed, 
and Mark are, however, so slight only intelligible to one who can 
that it is impossible to say with reconstruct the context. If con- 
certainty whether the author of jecture is permissible, we might 
the Saying borrowed from the first regard the Saying as coming from 
or the second : only we may be a lost version of the incident of the 
sure that he borrowed from one Sons of Zebedee. 
of them. 

SAYING IV 

Xeyei '\r)(<Tov)^' {ttclv to jjbrj efiirpoff-^ 
dev rri<s oy]/ea)^ crov, koI [to KeieaXvfj,fj,evov] 
airo crov d'7roKaXv^(6)'^aeTlai aof ov yap icr-\ 
nv KpvTTTov o ov ^ave[pov lyevrjo-eraiil 30 

KoX re0ap,pevov o o[vk iyepd'^a-erai]. 

28. TO KeKpv/iiihov, GH. 29. dknoKi\AY<))HCeTiM, P, Wessely^ 

(corr. GIT). 30. ipalv-g Toh...oipiivlois or 8 oi 0i5iris ^ai'cpiiffci iroTi 

Brtiston. 31. 9eea.MMeN0N) P (corr. GH) : oi> YPuo-S^o-eroi GH 
(alternative reading) : oiK i^opi^erai, Bartlet : oi ipavepbv 5 airoTs or oix 
^|o/)i)|«, Bruston. 

Jesus saith : 

fevery thing that is not befote thine eyes, 
^nd that which is hiddenVi-om thee, shall be revealedmnto thee ; 
For there is nothingjhid that shall not(become\nanifest, 
And buried that shall not pe raised up.J 

The restoration of this Saying meaning of the whole. As far as 

does not admit of much contro- I know, Bruston alone has dis- 

versy : the second half of 1. 30 and turbed this critical calm. In 1. 30 

of 1. 31 doindeed admit of different he objects'" to the discoverers' 

supplements ; but these do not 0ai'f[/)6j' and thinks that <j>Ivtu 

affect the general structure and (=0al;'7;) or ^liiris' should beread. 

1 Comparing the analogous form of the aorist passive participle aTroKaAvt^etirTis ; see 
Karanis et Sknopaiu Nesos in Mim. Acad, de Vienna XLVii p. 6. 

2 Fragm, d'un anc. recueil de Paroles deJhuSy p.' 17. ^ lb. p. 34. 

W. 2 
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The first half of this Saying is 
new, though John xiii 7 6 iyw 
TTOiCi ffii oiiK otSas dpTif yvti}aTj di 
fUTci, ravra affords a parallel iii 
the most general sense. 

The latter half has parallels in 
all three Synoptics, Luke giving 
two versions of the Saying. These 
passages may be divided into two 
groups, as follows : 

I {a) Mark iv 22 oil ydp iarl 
Ti Kpvirrbv ikv fi'ij Xva 
ipayepuBy, oiSi iyivero 
djrbKpwjmv 6XX foa eh 
ipavepop ^6-^. 
(6) Luke viii 1 7 oi> yi,p ian 
KpviTTdv 5 06 ^avepbv 
yev-^fferatf oi/de dirSKpv- 
^ov 6 Qv fjLTj yvwo'dri Kal 
els ^avepov i\0^. 
II (a) Maitk. x 26 oiSiv 
ydp ifTTi KeKaXvfifi^pov 8 
oiK diroKaXvtpdTiaeTai Kal 
KpvTTTOv 8 ou yvbiffBri- 
fferou. 
(i) Luke xii 2 aiiev Si (7vy- 
KeKoKvfiiiivov iarlv 8 
oiiK dTTQKtOiXKpdrjffeTai Kal 
Kpvinbv 8 oil yviotrdiij- 
fferai. 
In the first of these groups, 
where Luke is clearly dependent 
upon Mark, the Saying occurs in 
a series of disconnected logia and 
is therefore without context ; but 
in the second we find it in the 
Charge to the Twelve (Malth. x 
5 ff.), or to the Seventy (Luke x 
I ff.), though the third evangelist 
defers some of themostcharacteris- 
ticmatter — including theparallel to 
the present Saying — to chapterxii. 
Our authorities for the Saying in 
its two-fold form are, then, Mark 
(for Group I) and Q (for Group II). 
Whether the latter owes its context 
to the ingenuity of an editor or no, 
is a matter which need not be dis- 
cussed here : the question before 
us is the relationship of Saying iv 
to this double tradition. Grenfell 
and Hunt consider it to agree with 
Matthew and Luke (Group II) 



in general arrangement, but with 
Mark in the language of the first 
clause of the second half. Else- 
where — in the Logia of 1897 as in 
the Sayings of 1903 — the influence 
of Mark is very slight, if indeed it 
exists, while that of Matthew and 
Luke is strongly marked. Now 
the first clause of the second half 
of Saying IV coincides word for 
word with the Lucan parallel in 
Group I, and it therefore seems 
likely that Mark should be left out 
of the matter altogether. On the 
other hand the relationship be- 
tween the Saying and Group II 
seems to extend beyond arrange- 
ment. AiroKoKvipS^eTai is peculiar 
to the Q version — a fact which 
suggests that another Q word, 
KeKaXv/ifUvov, should be supplied 
instead of the discoverers' KcKpv/ifU- 
vov. It may, then, be claimed that 
the Saying is dependent partly 
upon the Q tradition, and partly 
upon the Lucan version of Mark's 
tradition. 

This, together with the novel 
first and fourth clauses, calls for 
explanation. The Saying would 
seem to have grown in the follow- 
ing way : the final clause either 
grew up naturally in post-apostolic 
days, or (as is more likely in view 
of the dependence of the third 
clause upon Luke viii) was de- 
liberately substituted for the final 
clause in the version of Group I. 
Then, it appears, this revised Say- 
ing was contaminated with the 
Group II version, its first clause 
superseding the second clause of 
Group II, which it closely resem- 
bles. In consequence the first 
clause of Group II was left out 
of the parallelistic scheme, but 
was retained by prefixing a totally 
new first clause. It is significant 
that this clause contains the Johan- 
nine word o\j/ts. 

Is Saying IV an extract ? If so, 
we must — in view of its relation- 
ship to Group II — assign it to a 
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version of the Charge to the 
Apostles (ortothe Seventy), though 
the remarkable final clause indi- 
cates that the particular connec- 
tion must have been other than 
Synoptic. The discoverers, indeed, 
held that the Prologue claimed 
S. Thomas as the authority for 
the Sayings, and that it is there- 
fore inconceivable that the Collec- 
tion is a series of excerpts from 
well-known Gospels. In the notes 
on the Prologue I have shown 
reason for believing that the men- 
tion of Thomas is there only 
casual, and that he was not claimed 
by the Editor as the source from 
which the Oxyrhynchus Sayings 
were derived. Consequently, there 
is no initial objection to the theory 
that the Sayings are extracts. 

Does our Saying then show 
signs of extraction from a context? 
The use of the second person 
singular is remarkable : it gives 
the Saying a precision and direct- 
ness which an isolated logion 
would hardly be likely to preserve. 
It is used, indeed, in discourses as 
an oratorical device to secure 
vividness', but this explanation 
does not seem to meet the present 
case. SurelySayinglvis addressed 
to an individual, and the striking 
character of the final clause may 
be taken as lending support to 
this conclusion, since the departure 
from the Synoptic version may 
well be due to use in a more 
specialized context — a context in 
which such a version would be 
particularly appropriate. 

This context may perhaps be 
recoverable. We have seen that 
the Saying in its Synoptic setting 
is part of the great missionary 
Charge, but we must here note 
that neither in the version of 
Matthew nor in that of Luke is 



any individual specially promi- 
nent. YetourSayingis, apparently, 
addressed to an individual. Now 
the author of the Second Epistle of 
Clement''' has an interesting frag- 
ment of a version of the Charge 
which is related to the Synoptic 
versions, but diverges markedly 
from them. In this, the indivi- 
dual, St Peter, is introduced. The 
passage is as follows : \iya yap 
Kiipios' iaia9e lis 6,pvla, iv fUaif 
Mkwv. AwoKpiBels Si 6 Hirpos airif 
Wyef ^cti' ovv dia<nrapti^(ij(nv ol 
\iKOL rd dpvia ; etirev 6 'Itj&ovs tQ 
nirpif fiij tpo^elaSiaffav rd Apvia 
Toils \6kovs fierdj to atroBaveiv qAto, 
Kai ifMts p.Ti ^opeicrffe Toiis diro- 
KTeivovTas i/fms Kal fitjSev i/fuv dvva- 
lUvovs TTOLeiv ' dAXd tpo^etaBe top 
fi^Tk rb AiroBavetv ifms ^X""''''' 
i^ovaiay ^vXTJs Kal (Tti/iaros tov 
^aXeiv sis yiepvav trvpiis. In this 
citation from an unnamed gospel 
the monologue is broken by an 
interlocutor — St Peter. May not 
our Saying well have been the 
reply to another question ? I will 
venture to suggest what this ques- 
tion may have been. A very note- 
worthy deviation from the Synoptic 
version in the Clementine passage 
is the oxymoron ' those that kill 
you and can do nothing to you.' 
We shall see presently that the 
citation is highly rhetorical : for 
the present, is it not likely that 
the oxymoron is intended to evoke 
another question which might be 
restored as follows ? — i,voKpi6As Si 
6 Hirpos A^7ei " Kipie, wws \^yeis 
Toils airoKTeivopras i)fms p,r)Siy ■fj/itv 
SivaaSai. iroielv; The reply to such 
a question might well be in the 
form of our Saying : ' you do not 
understand this now', but later it 
will become clear ; for that which 
is hidden shall be revealed, and 
that which has been buried shall 



' Maith. vii 3, though the Saying may well be one which has lost its real context 
(in some incident) and been worked up here for convenience. 
2 § S. " Cp. John xiii 7. 

2 — 3 
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be raised up.' The remarkable 
fourth clause of our Saying becomes 
very apt in such a context. 

If, then, the Saying is a frag- 
ment from the gospel used by 
pseudo-Clement, can we discover 
which of the many rejected gospels 
this was? Lightfoot and Harnack 
have, indeed , consigned all pseudo- 
Clement's citations to the Egypt- 
ian Gospel, chiefly because one of 
them 1 appears to be a part of the 
dialogue with Salome cited by 
Clement of Alexandria from that 
Gospel. The citation in question 
may indeed be from the Gospel 
according to the Egyptians ; but 
we now know that that document 
was not the only record of the 
material contained in that dia- 
logue". And if it were certain 
that pseudo - Clement used this 
Gospel once, the fact would not 
prove that he used no other. 
Indeed, it would be hard to ima- 
gine a more complete contrast 
than that which exists between the 
remaining Clementine citations on 
the one hand, and the Salome 
dialogue as preserved by the 
Alexandrian Clement on the other : 
the former are Synoptic in charac- 
ter and of the type of the First and 
Third Gospels, while what little we 
actually know of the Egyptian 
Gospel' indicates that that docu- 
ment was of a very different charac- 
ter. Now the Clementine fragment 
of the missionary Charge shows a 
peculiar rhetorical structure. It 
commences with an abrupt state- 
ment ' Ye shall be as lambs in the 
midst of wolves.' In its brevity 
and obvious incompleteness this is 
certainly designed to lead on to the 
question which follows — a ques- 



tion, however, which is not parti- 
cularly forcible. This put, the 
monologue continues by way of 
formal reply. The arrangement — 
which is not likely to have any 
historical foundation — seems in- 
tended to relieve the monologue 
by introducing a kind of dramatic 
variety. Possibly, then, this rhe- 
torical structure will serve as a 
clue to the source of the Clementine 
citation, and so — if the connection 
between this and the Oxyrhynchus 
Saying be admitted — to that of 
our Saying. Happily a passage 
which shows exactly the same 
structure is extant. Jerome ■• cites 
the following passage firom the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews : 
'"Si peccaverit," inquit, " frater 
tuus in verbo et satis tibi fecerit, 
septies in die suscipe eum." Dixit 
illiSimon discipulus eius : " Septies 
in die?" Respondit dominus et 
dixit ei : " Etiam ego dice tibi 
usque septuagies septies."' Here as 
in the Clementine citation we have 
first an abrupt statement, then the 
mechanical question of the inter- 
locutor, and lastly the remainder 
of the canonical Saying, here 
made into a response". 

Stylistic considerations at least 
do not oppose the ascription of 
the Oxyrhynchus Saying to the 
Gospel cucordingtothe Hebrews, At 
the outset of these notes we saw that 
the Saying depends upon Matthew 
and Luke, and later we recalled 
that pseudo-Clement's citations in 
general have the same tendency. 
The fragment of the missionary 
Charge is certainly Matthaean in 
the connected form it gives to that 
address, but the influence of the 
Third Gospel is perhaps to be 



1 Preuschen A ntilegomena p. 2 f. 

2 The Saying about " trampling on the Garment of Shame " occurs in the 
Oxyrhynchus Gospel fragment (Ojr. Pap. iv no. 655). 

8 Cp. Batiffol Riv. BibL 1897 pp. 513-13. 

* C. Pelag, III 2 (Preuschen Antilegomena p. 6 no. 10 a). 

° There is not the least doubt that such dramatic presentations of Sayings are later 
than their canonical versions, though Handmann (rfoj Hebr. Evang. p. 87) thinks 
Jerome's citation is earlier than its parallel in Matthew and Luke, 
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seen in the use of ipvla^. In 
Jerome's citation this double influ- 
ence is more clearly marked, the 
words in die depending on Luke 
xvii 4, while sepluagies septies is a 
phrase borrowed from Matthew 
(xviii 21-22)'''. The whole ques- 
tion both of the derivation of the 
Oxyrhynchus Sayings from the 
Gospel according to Ike Hebrews and 
of the dependence of that Gospel 
upon Matthew and Luke has been 
considered in the Introduction. 

It may be well to sum up by 
way of conclusion the various 
heads of the theory for which I 
have been arguing, (i) The Say- 
ing in its use of the second person 
singular is, so far, extra-Synoptic, 
and a parallel to this feature can 
be found only in the fragment of 
the missionary Charge preserved 
by pseudo-Clement. (2) This cita- 
tion is remarkable in style, and in 
this regard is identical with a frag- 



ment known to belong to the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews. (3) The 
Saying on the one part, and the 
apocryphal excerpts with which 
we are here concerned on the 
other, have an identical relation to 
the Synoptics. 

Alternatively, this Saying might 
be thought to be an explanation 
substituted by the Hebrews Evan- 
gelist for the rebuke to St Peter 
in the episode recorded in Matth. 
xvi 21-23 (=Mark viii 30-33). 
Following out this conjecture we 
may suppose that the passage in 
St Matthew was combined with its 
doublet Matth. xvii 22-23, where 
the first evangelist leaves an open- 
ing for questions, whereas Luke 
ix 45, Mark ix 32 state that the 
disciples did not understand the 
saying (nal ijv irapo/teKaXuyii- 
fiivov iir air&v : Luke ix 45) and 
feared to ask for an explanation. 



SAYING V 

i^Jerd^ovo'iv avTov o\l fiadijToi avrov Ka\ 

\e\yova-iv ttw? vr](TTev\crofiev, Koi Trw? irpocr- 

ev^o]fi€0a KoX TTcS? [eKerjiwavvr]!; ttoitj- 

ao/iev, KJal n 7rapaT7jpr}a-[ofiev rwv irapaSo- 35 

6evTca]v ; A-eyet 'l7]a(ov)<;' [ovk eaea-de ms 01 

VTTOKp^iTaL' fir) TTOieiT^e ravra (fyavepdoi;, 

aXKa t]^s aKrj9eia<i avlre'yea-de, koX rj Sixai- 

oavvT) vfico]v a[Tr'\oKeicp[yfifievr) ea-Tco' \e- 

yco yap • /JLa\Kapi[o<i] e<TTbv [o ravra iroiwv iv 40 

KpvTTTw, OTi iv (puvep^S €a-r[ai /j,Lcr6b<! avrov 

irapa ra warpl 09 earjiv [eV tok ovpavol<;. 



^ Matthew (x 16) uses TrpoPara, Luke (x 3) apva.^. 

2 Cp. Adeney Hibbert Journal in 154, Jerome's fragment indeed uses the title 
dominus (xvpios), while Clement's fragment uses 'Iijcrovj. This however is no objec- 
tion to my theory ; Luke uses both 'Ii}iroG; and fcvpios (see x x, 39-41 ; xi 39 ; xii 42 ; 
xiii IS ; xvii s). 
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33 ff. TTU! rriaTei<TWfi.eii xal vm Trpo(Tev^(iiie8a khI ttSs i. 7roi?)(rw/t«' icni 
H vaparnpriffdfieffa tuv toioAtuv ; \. 'I.- pXiirere fii) rbv fiuxdhv iiroKetTe. 
1171 iroieiTe firiSh el )iii rd, ttjs dXijffeias' &v yap iroiiJTe ravra yvdjetrSe 
//.lUTT-Zipiov &iroKeKpvfi.p^pov ■ \4yai/uv naxdpiSs i(mv 8s &v..., Sweie. 

33 ff. TTUJs vTjaTeiaoiiev Kai irtas d7ro\ov(r6fie6a Kal ttws Trpoaev^bfieda rbv 
xipiov Kal tI Traparrip^(roii£« ha fwi;)' KXTipovofi'^ffia/iep ; \. I. rots 
puiSriTaTs- us iroKpeiTai /iij iroieiTC i/uis, iWi, (is o! viol rijs d\i]8elas 
dvajSWireTe eft rbv 8ebv dWa o^x iJ"" dTro/teiiTT/TOi iyiui' iuff66s. o touto 
iroifflc imK&pibs isTiv Kal i) paaiKela tuv oipavSiv airif iarlv, Bruston. 

34 ff. Kal was iXcr/patririiy Siliaon^v Kal tI irapaTTiprjaSfieBa Kal iroii}- 
(TO/ier ; X. '!.• oiR laeaSe us oi irroKpiral- fii) iroieZre i/te(s ^euSos dXXd t^s 
dXijSeias avrix^"^^- ^ifu 5^ '^ fUT) iixwv ivoKeKpyiifihr] airi tov Kbaiwv. 
puiKipiSs iaTtv..., Taylor. 

35. 7rapaT7}p'^crofiev ^TjTovvTes ttjv ^acnXelav {or ttiv fuijz'), Heinrici. 

35 ff. Kal rl Traparrip'/iffoiiev 'iva fwV ^X'^f^" ! ^ '^■' '^^ Ttoiouaiv ol 
{iiroKpiTal fiTj TTOtetTe {ifieTs; t-q yap 6S(p t^s dXrjdeias AvSiffravTcu, rbv di 
luaBbv TOV &TroKeKpvixp.iiiov aBiTovatv ■ Kal /laKipibs i<TTW ip 6 /uaBbs iv 
o{ipai'(p iaHv..., Barnes. 

37. inroKpliTai, Taylor: ]eiT(M, P. 39. rb pAvva rb KCKpviiiihov, 

Lock. • 

His disciples examine him and say : How shall we fast, 
and how shall we pray, and how shall we do alms, and what 
■ shall we keep of the traditions ? Jesus saith : Ye shall not be 
as the hypocrites. Do not these things openly, but cleave to 
the truth ; and let your righteousness be concealed. For I say : 
Blessed is he that doeth these things in secret, for he shall be 
rewarded openly by the Father who is in Heaven. 

The condition of the Saying is is inevitable : as they remark, 

such as to discourage restoration, ^apwaioi is not likely in view of 

and the discoverers have confined what follows, nor, it may be added, 

themselves to the completion of would such a reading as ol itaB-rfral 

1. 32 and the filling of some of the 'ludwou, since John had already 

smaller lacunae. Here, as else- given definite teaching on both 

where in the Sayings, the only fasting and prayer'. We pass on 

hope for a plausible restoration lies then to the four questions put by 

in following whatever clue the the disciples. The first alone is 

canonical Gospels may offer. adequately preserved, but the 

Let us first consider the restora- second may be confidently re- 
tion of the question to which the stored as ' How shall we pray?' 
Saying proper is a reply. The both because the fragmentary read- 
discoverers' supplement for 1. 32 ing of the papyrus seems to point 

1 Luke xi I. 
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to this, and because fasting and 
prayer are continually linked to- 
gether as two inseparable things. 
No word survives in the papyrus 
to indicate directly the subjects of 
the third and fourth questions, yet 
these also may be recovered if we 
can find and follow a Synoptic 
clue. Now in Matth. vi a series 
ofsubjects are discussed — (i) Alms- 
giving (w. 2-4), {2) Prayer («/». 5- 
15), (3) Fasting(»j/. 16-18) — which 
furnish parallels to the first ques- 
tion. May we not then confidently 
conclude that the subject of the 
third question in our Saying was 
almsgiving'? If further parallel is 
needed to support the association 
of these three, reference may be 
made to the pseudo-Athanasian 
X670S trtaTTjpias Tpbs Trapd^vav § xii 
p. 46 (von der Golta) : 6\ov rbv 
Xpbvov TTJs foi^s (Tov iv rqaTelMi 
KoX irpotrevxcui Kal iXeijfjLOtrivan 
diaTi\ei. The restoration of the 
fourth question is less obvious : 
the supplements of Swete and 
Taylor seem too vague to be ac- 
ceptable ; indeed, they do not 
amount to a really distinct ques- 
tion such as is needed. On the 
other hand, Bruston's suggestion 
' what shall we observe, that we 
may inherit eternal life ? ' is alto- 
gether too wide, since the disciples 
are obviously inquiring on par- 
ticular points. The discoverers^, 
however, threw out a suggestion 
which has been strangely neg- 
lected, ' How far, it was probably 
asked, are existing Jewish ordi- 
nances to be kept? ' Now the 
verb xapaTTip^ao/ji^i' ' at once sug- 
gests comparison with Mark vii 9 
KaXws AdereLTe Tijv ivToKiiv toO 6eov 



iva TT)y irapaSdo'ip ifiiop Trjp^fftjTef 
and Tra,pa5o64vTtav maybe restored 
in our Saying. This explains the 
form of the question (' what shall 
we observe ') : fasting, prayer and 
almsgiving are fundamental things, 
and the disciples need only ask 
how these are to be performed ; 
but they would naturally ask what 
was to be kept and what rejected 
of theless authorised mass of Jewish 
ritual and ceremonial tradition^. 
But if (as seems to be the case) the 
first three questions are parallel 
to, and perhaps derived from, a 
part of the Sermon on the Mount, 
how are we to account for the 
association with them of the fourth 
question as we have restored it? 
That section of the Sermon on the 
Mount which precedes the teach- 
ing on prayer, fasting and alms- 
giving, is a series of corrections 
and amplifications of the Old Law, 
introduced by the formula i]Koi- 
ffixTG 6tl ippridrj tqis dpxa£o£9, and 
these sayings of ' men of old time ' 
might fairly be summed up as 
TropdSoffis or irapaSoBivra or per- 
haps vnfu^o/ieva. 

We may now turn to the Saying 
proper, the answer to the four 
questions put by the disciples. 
None of the published restora- 
tions of the second half seems 
to be satisfactory. Dr Taylor 
seems to reconstruct the reply with 
little or no relevance to the ques- 
tions of the disciples', and Prof. 
Swete's conjectures make only a 
remote answer, which fails to give 
any direction as to the manner 
of doing alms, of praying and of 
fasting: and the introduction of 
/ivarrjpiov^ seems specially arbi- 



1 This view is taken by GH, Swete and Taylor and Is, I believe, generally 
accepted. 

2 Oat. Pap. IV p. 9. 

8 For this compound cp. Gal. iv 10 rifiepas iraptuntpelade koX iiiivas koj. Katpovi, 

* Cp. Mark vii 4 (quoted above). 

' Dr Taylor (/. T.S. vil p. 549) sees in 1. 39 a reference to Col. iii 3 if fo))) iiuSiv 

* For which cp. Col. i z6 to ii, rh airoKeKpy^ixeifov awb Twv aXtovuv. 
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trary. Here, as in the first half 
of the Saying, the Sermon on 
the Mount seems to be the best 
guide to restoration. The opening 
sections of Maith. vi on alms- 
giving, prayer and fasting are 
each accompanied by a warning, 
/AT? (rd\7rttriis...u>(nr€fi ol uiroKpiToX 
iroLovffLV [v. 2) ; oiiK ^(reirOe lis ol 
i^TTOKptTai (v. 5) ; firi yivea-de <vs ol 
inroKpiTal {v. 16), and in view of 
these some such restoration of the 
first half of 1. 37 as Dr Taylor's 
appears inevitable. 

The main answer to the dis- 
ciples' questions seems to lie in 
11. 37-39, and if the questions 
themselves and the warning with 
which the reply opens appear to 
stand in intimate relation with the 
directions given in the Sermon on 
the Mount on Fasting, Prayer and 
Almsgiving, it is likely that the 
answer also should find a parallel 
in the same context. For the re- 
storation given in the text, I would 
compare: (i) Matth. vi 3-4 aov 
tk TTOtovvTos i\€7jfjtoa'6vTiVf fj.7} yviiyrio 
7} Apiarepd trov rl Trotet ij de^id (rov ' 
Htrojs 7J ffov 7} iXerjfioffOvTj iv Tt^ 
KpviTTifi (and the parallel passages, 
vv. 6 and 17), (2) Matth. vi i 
irpoff^X^'^^ '"V SiKaiotrOvrjv ifiuv fii) 
iroietv ^fitrpoadev Tujv 6.v6pibTriav. In 
1. 38 dy[T^xfiT9e was suggested to 
me, before I had seen Dr Taylor's 
reconstruction, by Matth. vi 24 
and especially by Isaiah Ivi i 
(quoted below) : it being granted 
that iTroKp'\iTal (1. 37) is right, 
some such antithesis is required. 
The introduction of StKaioaivq 
which covers religious and moral 
observances is justified alike by 
Matth. vi I (just quoted) and by 
Matth. V 20, where the word is 
apparently equivalent to the ' Law 
and the Prophets.' 

Lastly, the Saying clearly ends 
with the promise of a blessing on 



those who comply with the direc- 
tion given above. The few letters 
extant in the papyrus are, of course, 
wholly inadequate of themselves 
to make any restoration probable ; 
but if, as we have seen reason to 
believe, the whole preceding part 
of the Saying is parallel to a defi- 
nite section of the Sermon on the 
Mount, our restoration, which re- 
lies upon the same passage, is at 
least plausible : cp. Matth. vi i 
irpoi!ixcTe...d Se fiTiye luffdbv om 
^ere irapa rtfi irarpl VfxQv ti^ iv 
ToTs oipavols : zd. 4. 6 iraTijp (rov 6 

jSX^TrWP iv T(^ KpVTTTt^ d,iro5djff€i ffot 

iv T<^ (pavepip'^. The form of the 
blessing is perhaps dependent upon 
Isaiah Ivi 2 /juiKdpLos dvijp 6 irotuv 
TauTa, Kal aedptoTTOs 6 dvrexofievos 
avTuiv '. For the introductory \iya 
ydp cp. Matth. v 20, 2 Clem. 
VIII 5. 

The general correspondence of 
our Saying to the section of the 
Sermon on the Mount, accom- 
panied as it is by a marked freedom 
of treatment, raises the question 
of the relation between the logo- 
grapher and Matthew. The Ser- 
mon on the Mount is, as a whole, 
a highly edited document, and of 
no part of it is this more true than 
of the section which lies parallel 
to the Saying : the recurrence of 
the set form ' When ye... be not as 
the hypocrites who...: verily they 
have their reward. Butwhenye..., 
do it secretly. And the Father who 
seeth in secret shall reward you ' 
as each of the three great subjects 
is considered is an effective but 
essentially a literary device. The 
Saying, on the other hand, is quite 
informal and as we might think 
far more natural : ' How shall we 
do this and that?' are answered 
not separately after one set form, 
but altogether. And it should be 
noted here that the disciples are 



I K, B, D, Zi with some versions and witnesses omit the final phrase. 
= Cp. also Maith. xxiv 46. 
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presumably bidden to keep ri. which is distinctly Johannine rather 

TapaSoBivTa : cp. Matth. xxiii 3, than Synoptic, forces us to believe 

V i7-r9' that here again the parallelism is 

Is it, then, possible that the not a primary trait. And ingenious 

Saying is an earlier and more as is the shape into which the 

original version of a part of the whole Saying is cast', such com- 

Sermon on the Mount ? A priori pression finds a parallel in [Athan.] 

such a view is perhaps attractive, X67os isuni\plai ix ad init. (p. 43, 

but it is hardly probable. The ed. von der Goltz) nTjdels saranav- 

reply is cast in parallelistic form BaviTWTTjiv AaxTtalv (rou...dXX' elri 

which is indeed a characteristic of jroieis, h Kpvirrip iroUi, Koi 6 irarrip 

many genuine Sayings, but in the aovooipiviosdp\4irwvivT(^KpvirTif 

Commentary on Saying iv we dwoS^xra <toi. Moreover, the corre- 

have already seen reason to sus- spondences of the Saying with 

pect that parallelism may be the Matthew and the differences from 

work of the author or editor upon that parallel are just such as we 

whom the logographer drew ; and find in other Sayings (e.^. Saying 11) 

the presence of the word dX^ffeia, whicharemanifestlypost-Synoptic. 



SAYING VI 

[LOGION I] 

a [\676t 'I(7;cro{))?* e«/3a-] 
b [X,e irpwrov rrjv Sojcbv] 
c [e/c rov o^daXfiov aov,^ 

KoX Tore Sia/SXeifrei'i 

eic0a\eiv to Kdp<f>o<i 

TO iv Tw 6<f)6aXfi£ 

rov dSeX^ov <tov. 

a — c. LS (=Luke vi 42). (JpiJfets | eis to ivSbmpbv aov roC | iipSoKiioS 
Tm iK^a-^etv t^v h airip Soxiv \, Bruston. i. SiojSX^^eias, 

WesselyK 

Jesus saith : 

Cast out first the beam out of thine own eye, 
And then thou shalt see clearly to cast out the mote that is in 
thy brother's eye. 

^ It was possibly suggested to him by Luke xi i ; and that incident might be 
thought a possible occasion for the present Saying. 
2 Wessely regards the la (usually regarded as the page-number) as an alteration of 
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The surviving fragment of this 
Saying stands first on the verso 
which the discoverers maintain to 
have come uppermost in the codex. 
The evidence on which their view 
is based' seems entirely satisfac- 
tory, and as it has already been 
reviewed in the Introduction, it 
need not be restated here. If 
Batiffol^ were right in asserting 
the opposite view, the order of 
the Logia would be reversed, 
iv-viii becoming i-v : Bruston ^ 
actually accepts this inverted order 
and seeks to unite Legion i with 
Logion VIII, a change which 
carries with it a challenge of the 
discoverers' reading of the last two 
lines of the redo. This reconstruc- 
tion cannot claim serious con- 
sideration unless examination of 
the papyrus should show Grenfell 
and Hunt's reading to be mistaken. 

The Saying occurs in Matth. 
vii 3-5 and Luke vi. 41-42 ; but 
there is nothing to show whether 
it appeared in our codex in the 
full form given by the Synoptics, 
or in the shorter form which LS* 
have suggested. The fragment as 
it stands agrees exactly with the 
texitis receptus of Luke vi 42, and 



that as Batiffol notes' in a minute 
point (t6 iv TV i<p6a\fuf as against 
Matthew's ^K TOv6^Ba\fi.ov). West- 
cott and Hort, however, following 
Codex Vaticanus (B) and some 
other MSB., put iK^d\elv at the 
end of the clause in preference to 
the other uncials and the Coptic 
version. Taylor has therefore sug- 
gested* that the extant portion 
may be derived from Matlh. vii 
3-5, the phrase rh Kdp4>os rb iv tQ 
itpBaXy,^ being taken from v. 3, 
and the preceding part from v. 5. 
But such a hypothesis is as unlikely 
as it is artificial : surely it is both 
simple and natural to regard the 
fragment as identical with one of 
the two divergent lines of the 
Lucan text. 

The Logion then must be derived 
from Luke or Luke's source (i.e. 
Q) ; but since on the one hand the 
Sayings and the Logia as a body 
are distinctly later than Luke, and 
on the other the phrase to iv Tif 
dipSaX/iif is a literary refinement 
such as we might well attribute to 
Luke himself, every consideration 
goes to show that the Saying 
derives from the Third Gospel. 



SAYING VII 
[Logion II] 

iav fiT) VTiarevo'T)- 

re Tov Koa/Mov, ov fir) 

evprjTe ttjv ^aaCKei- 

av TOV 0{eo)v' Koi iav firj 

(raj30aTicrr}Te to a-d/S- 

0aTov, ovK oilrecrOe To(y) 

•7r(aT€)pa. 



10 



1 A6yia 'Iijcov pp. 6-7. 

8 Z,es Paroles ae Jisus p. 10. 

6 Op. cit. p. 503. 



8 Rev. Bihl. 1897 PP- S01-2, 508-9. 

* Two Lectures p. 7. 

" Oxyt-hynchus Logia pp. 6-7. 



SAYINGS OF JESUS 



27 



5-6. MH NHCxeYCHTAI, /". itxtiaTeisiyre, Kipp (ap. Zahn), Weiss: 
liun^ffiyre, von Gehhardt : xtjicijirTiTE (for cwiJirTjTe), Harnack (?). toO 
K6(r/(ov, LS, Gifford : ti^ Kbaiiif, Harnack : tZs rdw xbtriiov, Redpath : 
?ws tSk Sutr/tuv, Anonym, in Academy : tou Koaim, Quarry : ^Xo(r/i4<', 
Davidson : ri/v vqanlav, Cersoy. 7. eypHTAI, P. 

Jesus saith : 

Except ye fast toward the world, ye shall not find the King- 
dom of God ; 

And unless ye sanctify the whole week, ye shall not see the 
Father. 



The reading of the papyrus is 
sufiSciently clear throughout, but 
the unusual viiaT^aT)re rbv Kdir/wv 
has very generally been treated as 
a blunder. Yet none of the emen- 
dations proposed is satisfactory. 
The association of KlxTfios with 
yijffreiietc or its equivalent diro- 
riiesBat is well enough attested to 
put out of court all attempts to 
change either verb or noun : thus 
Clement of Alexandria^ has fm- 

Kipioi...oi TOV Kiff/WV VTJO'Telioi'TeS, 

and oCtus ical ^/leis tSv KO(riu.Kiiv 
vjIdTeieu' xp^ '• and in Acta fault 
et Theclae"^ we have jua/cdpiot oi 
dn-oTold/uei'oi tQ K/xr/uf ToiTif, and 
again in Pistis Sophia^ 'aTrordo-- 
ffere xbanif omni et OXi; omni.' 
Others have tried to alter the 
accusative, Harnack suggesting 
the dative, Lock and GifFord the 
genitive. This last would at least 
bring the phrase into line with 
Clement's use ; but the laws of 
parallelism certainly require an ac- 
cusative after j/T^oreiJetv to balance 
(rip^arov. Cersoy'' has sought 
another solution of the difficulty 
and one which is very attractive : 
the Aramaic words answering to 
Kdcfios and pTjareia are so closely 
similar that a confusion of the two 



would be the easiest matter pos- 
sible. If, therefore, the Sayings, 
or the document from which they 
were derived, have been translated 
from the Aramaic, a translator 
working in the earlier part of the 
second century would the more 
easily fall into this error from his 
knowledge of the current expres- 
sion 'to fast from the world.' 
The correction of KbaiMv tovrjarelav 
would have the advantage of per- 
fecting the parallelism, vqffTeieai 
TT)v vr)(TTtlav exactly balancing 
(ra^^aTi^eiv t6 aA^^arov, How- 
ever attractive this view may be, 
other considerations seem to make 
it inadmissible ; for the supposed 
translator would surely have written 
TOV k6(Tiji.ov had he been thinking of 
the current v. tou Kbajxav. And the 
proposed change radically alters 
the meaning of the Saying, attri- 
buting to Jesus a rigid formalism 
of which we have no other evidence 
and which is improbable in itself^. 
Even granted that the Logion is 
taken from the Gospel according to 
the Hebrews^, it would be difficult 
to believe that the compiler of that 
book could have so far misrepre- 
sented the teaching of Jesus. If 
we are to accept Cersoy's sugges- 



1 Strom, nl 15. 99. ^ § v. » P. 157 [=5o] ed- Petermann. 

* Rev. Bibl. 1808 pp. 415-16. 

5 Bat cp. Mattn. one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law until all be 
fulfilled.' 

• Since this Gospel satisfied Christian adherents to the old Law (Euseb. H.E. 
Ill 27 4). 
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tion at all, we must suppose that 
the Saying either belongs to an 
early period in the ministry before 
the characteristic antagonism to 
formalism had been developed 
— which is improbable in view of 
the references to the Father and 
to the Kingdom of God, signs 
which indicate a more mature 
period — , or was intended to cor- 
rect a tendency to carry customary 
religious observances too lightly. 
In favour of this last compare 
Matth. V i8, 19. 

The construction vqaTtiew rbv 
Kbaiiov is certainly unusual, but 
seems defensible^. Matthew (v 6) 
has oi Tretvuvres Kal ditjjwvres ttjv 
SiKai.o(Tivi)v where the accusative 
is not the object of the participles, 
but expresses that in respect of 
which men hunger or thirst^; 
similarly vriffTeieiv Tbv Kdff/xov 
surely means ' to be fasting in 
regard to (towards) the world'.' 
Further, Professor Bevan^ has cited 
the Arabic : ' If thou desirest to 
escape the chastisement of God, 

then fast the world' (Uj^t ^,0-s)- 
The shade of thought conveyed 
by the phrase in question deserves 
closer examination. When Clement 
of Alexandria uses vija-reieiv toD 
Kiurfiov, his meaning is clearly ' to 
abstain from all that characterises 
the world as opposed to the 
heavenly kingdom ; he uses vri- 
areieai metaphorically. In the 
Logion, however, vijffTeieiv retains 
its literal sense in part : fasting is 
merely symbolical and so, in itself, 
worth nothing ; it must be in 
respect of the world, of evil things. 



The emphasis, so to say, is on 
Kdfffioi', which introduces a new 
element, while the verb carries the 
old idea of fasting (abstinence 
from food) which is to be de- 
veloped in the new direction. 

Thesecond half of the parallelism 
has caused some difficulty, though 
less than the first. Most editors 
are forced to use <TappaTl'(eip to 
(raP^arov in a sense which has no 
parallel, ' to keep true sabbath,' 
or the like. Taylor' after collect- 
ing the LXX uses of trapparll^eu) 
concludes that ' in no case does 
' ' to sabbathize a sabbath " mean to 
keep the Sabbath in the ordinary 
sense,' and that the Logion incul- 
cates something altogether different 
from keeping the Jewish Sabbath 
in the ordinary way. Now, followed 
by aip^arov, ird^/SaTo, the verb 
means either ' to keep the sabba- 
tical year,' or 'to keep the Day of 
Atonement' (ict'sV. xxiii 32). The 
first of these senses is obviously 
out of the question here : the 
second would force us to accept 
Cersoy's correction in the first part 
of the Saying, since on tlie Day of 
Atonement the ideas of Fast and 
Sabbath were specially connected^ 
That the Saying' merely laid stress 
on keeping the Day of Atone- 
ment is, however, to narrow it 
beyond the limits we can admit, 
and if (ra/S/Sar/few t6 it. means 
only ' to keep the Day of Atone- 
ment,' it no longer balances 
VT](rTevetv tov K6<rfiov. 

Early Christian writers develop 
the idea of a spiritual Sabbath as 
opposed to the formal Jewish in- 
stitution, and of these the most 



1 Taylor {/.T.S. vii p. 549) points out that a similar accusative is used in 1 Cor. 
vii 3t ot xpmlliVOL tov K6afL0v (05 jutj jeaTaxpu;u£coi. 

2 The A.V. rendering 'they who hunger and thirst rt/?tfr righteousness ' is there- 
. fore incorrect : * imvard righteousness ' might be better. 

s Wessely renders ' fast in that which concerns the world,* and regards the phrase 
as equivalent to an-oTao-creo-Oai t^ Ktitrjutj) ; cp. Luke xiv 33. See also Empedocles 
ap. Plutarch De Cohibenda Ira {ad Jin,') vi\itt^zi.v kokiSttjtos. 

* Darembourg-Spiro, Chrestomathie (ed. 2) p. 34: see Taylor/. 7'..$'. 111549, 

5 Ox. Log. pp. 13-14. " lb. pp. 15 sqq. 

' It may have been uttered on the Day of Atonement. 
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important in the present connec- 
tion is Justin, who writes' : <ro;8- 
Parl^eu) i/ias 6 Kaii>6s v6/ios £ict 
Trai'T^s ^d^Xeij Kal i/fieis }itav dpyovv- 
T€S Tj/iipav ei<rep€iv SoxeTre, /i'f) 
paovvTes 5tct tL iifup irpotreTdyTj, 
He then goes on to show that the 
true Sabbath consists in ceasing to 
sin and concludes: Kal ireira/S- 
jSdToce TO, rpvipepa Kal iXjiSivi, 
ai^^ara toO 0eov. Here the words 
fiiav ApyovvTes ijfUpav are particu- 
larly important, implying, as they 
do, censure of the Jewish practice 
of observing one day formally to 
the neglect of other days, whereas 
the new law bids men hold Sf b- 
bath 5iA iravrSs. Now, as in the 
first half of the Saying, so here the 
verb retains in a large measure 
its customary sense, and the object 
indicates the direction in which the 
old ordinance is to be developed. 
adppaTop, consequently, is not 
used in its ordinary sense here, 
but means ' week,' a use which is 
well attested : cp. Luke xviii 12 
vqcTeia Sis toC aap^drov ; John 
XX I, 19 ; I Cor. xvi 1 Kari, /ilav 
aapp&TOv ; Didache viii i yijo-reu- 
ouffi yap devripi/. ira/S/SdruK Kal 
ir^/iirrg. The word (rd^^arop was 
used in this sense commonly enough 
to have passed into Coptic ; for in a 
collection of Sayings of the Fathers ^ 
we read 'they of Shiet fasted 
the whole week' (ncs-fAekTOn 
THpq) while the corresponding 
Greek version 'has ainal 5e ol Skt;- 
TiHrai eciJoTeuoc t^x i^Sd/idSa. 

The general idea of this part of 
the Saying, therefore, will be : the 
observance of one day in the week 
as holy is symbolical ; and if this 
fact is forgotten, Sabbath-keeping 
degenerates into fetichism — the 
cult of one day on which certain 
standards are in force which do 
not apply to other days. ,The new 
law requires men to sanctify, or 



make a Sabbath of, each day of 
the week. 

The Saying as a whole is in- 
dependent, but is not without 
Synoptic relations. It may be con- 
jectured that it was uttered on 
some such occasion as that to 
which the group of incidents re- 
corded in Luke v 33-vi 1 1 belong : 
there the question of fasting is 
discussed, to be followed by two 
episodes directed against formalism 
in Sabbath-keeping. Yet it is im- 
portant to observe that there is a 
distinct post-Synoptic shade in the 
teaching of the Logion, which 
urges a reapplication of the exist- 
ing religious observances, while 
the protest of the Synoptic Jesus 
is E^ainst the exclusion of good or 
necessary work on the Sabbath, 
and against ostentation in fasting. 

The general sense of the Logion, 
as also its form, is best paralleled 
by Matth. v 20 idp iiA\ nepia- 
(TeJffi? T) SiKaLOffvPTj ifjiMP irXeiop twp 
ypap^fiar^Ciip Kal ^apuraiup, o& /j.ii 
elffiKdyfe els ttjp ^afftXelap tup 
oipap&v, where not only is the last 
clause strikingly close to the apo- 
doses of the Logion, but the 
' righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees ' is to be taken to mean 
just such things as fasting and 
Sabbath-keeping. One is tempted 
to conjecture that the Saying was 
developed in the atmosphere of 
later thought from this passage with 
the aid of particulars borrowed 
from the Lucan passage noticed 
just above. At least such a method 
would be just what we might 
expect (cp. Saying iv, Logia VI 
and vii). The apparent Synop- 
tic element in the protases — to 
which must be added the formula 
iap p-i introducing conditions of 
salvation — is still more obvious 
in the apodoses. Harnack'' has 
shown this most fully : ^ jSairiXefa 



^ Dialog, c. Tryph. iz. 

* Id. XIV p. 363 (no. 242). 

* DiejUngst enideckten Spriiche fesu 



" Rev. de V Orient Chrit. xvill p. 178 (no. 171). 



p. 8. 
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ToO Beov is of course Synoptic 
(Maith. xix 24) ; tipldKuv is not 
actually used in connection with 
^aaCKeia by the Synoptics, but we 
have the corresponding f^refre 
r^v paaCKelav (Matth. vi 33, 
Luke xii 31) and jyirelTe Kal 
eipi^a-ere (Matth. vii 7). In the 
second apodosis, however, ovk 
o<j/e<rBe rbv varipa has a distinctly 
Johannine ring (John xiv 9 iilipaKe 
rbv Traripa), though both the verb 
and the absolute use of 6 irar^p 
have Synoptic parallels (Matth. 
v 8 0.^61 rhv Behv oiffovrai, id. xi 
27 oiSels iTiyivdjiTKei rbv vlov el 
fii) TraT-qp). The use of Kba/ios 
deepens this impression of Johan- 
nine influence : cp. i John ii 15 
fii] dyairaTe rbv Kdafiov fi7j8^ rd. Iv 
Tip k6itii.Ii). The Logion therefore 
has a. peculiar technical, as apart 
from an intrinsic, value. It is 
indebted chiefly to the Synoptics : 
Johannine influence is apparent, 
but certainly not dominant ; and 
we would conclude that the Logo- 
grapher while post-Synoptic, wrote 
at a period when Johanninethought 
was only nascent, or, perhaps, in 
a locality to which only echoes of 
that movement had reached. The 
peculiar shade of thought which 
we have traced is probably charac- 
teristic of the period in which the 
Saying received its definite form : 
in its attitude towards fasting and 
Sabbath-keeping it lies somewhere 
between the SynopticsandClement 
of Alexandria, nearer perhaps to 
the latter than the former. 

Clement of Alexandria^ develops 
from Isaiah Iviii 6-14 the idea of a 
spiritual Sabbath in contradistinc- 
tion to the Jewish institution^ in a 
passage which has been thought to 
imply a knowledge of this Saying 
or of something intimately related 
to it. eivoOxos toLvvv...6 dyovos 
d\ri6€lai. ^6\of ovtos ^Tjpbv rjv Trpo- 
repov • iiraKoi<ra5 Si T(fi \6yip, Kal 



0uXii|as TCL crdp^aTaKar droxhi' 
aiiapTti/idTap . . . ivnfuoTepos iarai 
Ttav dvev iroKneias ipBrj! \6yip 
lj.6vi^ -TratdevofjUyojy. 5ta tovto 'oOk 
claeKeiaerai eivovxos els iKKXtfulav 
^eoO,' 6 &yovos Kal &Kapiro$ Kal 
ToKirelq, Kal \byip, dXX' ol nh 
eiivovxiffavTes eavToijs dirb vdffTjs 
afiaprias Scd TTjy ^affiKeiav tuv 
oiipavG)V' fiaKdpiot ovToi elffw ol 
Tov KofffiovvTjffTeOovTes. Robinson^ 
holds that Clement is here making 
use of the second Logion {4>v\d^as 
TcL ffd^^aTa.,.fiaKdpioi oSroi elffiv 
ol Tov KOfffiov vTjfTTeiovTes) which 
he found in the Gospel according 
to tile Egyptians, and that later on 
he adapts the fifth Logion from 
the same source. Both in the 
Introduction (pp. xl ff.) and in the 
Commentary on Legion V I have 
given reason for rejecting the attri- 
bution of the Logia to the Egyp- 
tian Gospel : in this place it will 
be sufiicient to point out that, while 
there is nothing to show any con- 
nection between Clement's refer- 
ences to 'keeping Sabbath' and 
to ' they who fast from the world,' 
his source was certainly not our 
Logion in that the beatitude luixd- 
pwi.. .elaiy ol tov Koaimv vijaTeioVTes 
is certainly a direct quotation*, as 
is clear from Strom. Ill i 4 el y&p 
r,v irapd, deov...7] TOtavTij diaa-Kevri, 
oiK av enaxdpiffev Tods e6vovxovs. 
And that apocryphal literature 
produced such beatitudes, it will 
be sufficient to quote Acta Pauli 
et Theclae § 5 inaKdpwi ol diro- 
Ta^d/ievoL Tip Koafup Toirrif. We 
conclude, then, that, while Dr 
Robinson may well be right in 
urging that in the passage quoted 
above, Clement has his eye fixed 
upon the Egyptian Gospel, our 
Logion was different from his 
source both in form and — if our 
interpretation of the Logion is on 
the right lines — in the shade of its 
meaning. 



^ Strom. Ill 15 § 99, quoted by Professor Mayor ap. Rendel Harris Contemporary 
Review 1897. 
2 Cp, LS p. 9. 8 Expositor 1897 pp. 417 sqq. * In imitation of IsaiahVfi i. 
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SAYING VIII 

[LOGION III] 

iv fieao) tov Koa-fiov, 

KoX iv aapicl wijtdrjv 

avToi<i' Kal evpov irav- 

ra? fie6vovTa<;, kol 1 5 

oiSeva evpov Sei,-\p'w{v)- 

ra iv avTOf?" koi tto- 

vei fj ylrv)(i] fiov im 

T049 t/to?s rcov dv(6p(OTr)(ov, 

OTi TV(f)Xoi, eiaiv rfj Kap- 20 

Hcf, avTc!>{v), Kal [ov] j8\e^- 

[ovai Ty hiavoia aiTWv\ 

13. c«kpKei, P (corrected by the original hand) : ft-i iv aapKl 5, 
- Bruston. 21. «.A.\...Z\e\c, GH: Koioi p^iitovaiv oiSi yivti(TKovinv t^v 
kavToy TTTUxlai', Swete (combining with Legion iv) : Kal oi /SX^ttomth', 
Trurxfil KoX oix olSani/ rrfv irraxiav, Cross: a. 0. j3. T'fjc TaXaiiriaplav 
airOiv Kal Ti)v itraxUw, Taylor : a/ipXeis Tifi vot, Zahn : a. t^ vi} ainSiv, 
Davidson : d. tj Siavotf xal oix otdairiv avTuiv t^v irrufxlav, Lock : 
&li^eU, iir) yuviliffKovTes iavT&v rijv irTWx'<"'> Sanday : koX PpaSeU ry 
dicog airHv dXXi SiibKere ttjv irruxiav, Heinrici: itoi oi ^'Kiiroines, 
Bruston. 

Jesus saith : 

I stood in the midst of the world, And in flesh was I seen of 

them ; 
And I found all men drunken, And none found I athirst among 

them ; 
And my soul grieveth over the sons of men. 
Because they are blind in their heart. And see not with their 

understanding. 
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The length of the lacuna after 
1. 21 has been a matter of dispute. 
Most editors and critics have not 
found strength to resist the tempta- 
tion to join the remains of Lagion IV 
to Logion III, and so argue that 
little more than a line or two has 
been lost at the foot of the verso^. 
Of the restorations based on this 
assumption, that of Mr Cross'' is 
by far the best, as brilliantly con- 
tinuing the parallelistic form. 
Taylor's reconstruction while rest- 
ing on Apoc. iii 1 7 shows less clear- 
cut parallelism. On the other side, 
the discoverers claim that as many 
as five lines or even more may 
have been lost 3; and in a codex of 
this date the page is likely to have 
resembled the column of the roll 
in its proportions. I have therefore 
not attempted to unite Logia III 
and IV, and, since 1. 21 almost 
certainly concludes with koX [oi] 
;8Wir|[ow<ri]^, have ended the Saying 
with rg Siavolif. airwv^ which 
balances the rf KapSlq, airuv of 
11.20-1. For the parallelism TU0\oi 
el<ri...od ^X^TTOuffi cp. Ac£s xiii 11 
TU0X6s ?<rei...(ui) flKiirwv t6v i/jKiov. 

The two opening clauses of the 
Logion are closely parallel to 
Bartuh iii 28 yuero toCto ivX t^s 
T^s c5(^9i;, Kttl iv rots duBpilnrois 
<rwavei7Tp6,<pTi, and literary depend- 
ence seems quite certain, in view 
of the fact remarked by GH " that 
some of the Fathers' applied this 
passage to the life of Jesus. The 
discoverers are inclined further to 
see a connection between the words 
iy fUffip Tov K6(rfju>v and the agra- 
phon^ 'hie est medium mundi,' 
but the phrase in the Logion 



certainly has no local or mystic 
meaning, and, as the parallelism 
shows, means no more than aiiroij, 
' among men. ' 

The aorists iar-qv, Si<^6i\v, evpov 
are thought by Harnack' to in- 
dicate a form of Logos doctrine 
implying pre-existence as in Join 
xvi 28 i^TJ\6ov ix TOV irarpbs xal 
i\^\v$a eU tov xdcr/wv. EatiffoP" 
on the contrary sees in them the 
doctrine of post-existence, and 
thinks that there is here Docetism 
such as that of the Acta Johannis. 
But surely the aorists indicate past 
actions and not past states, while 
the present, irovei (which leads 
Batiffol to split the Logion in two), 
indicates the speaker's consequent 
state of feeling at the moment of 
utterance. The meaning, then, 
will be : ' I took my place among 
men {sc. at the beginning of my 
ministry), and now, after ex- 
periencing the ways of men, my 
soul grieves.' Moreover, iroi/ei tj 
^vxfj /iou would be most inap- 
propriate in a post-resurrectional 
Saying; and ev o-apxl while it 
implies pre-existence does not 
emphasise that doctrine, but dwells 
rather on the humanity of Jesus •', 
as a reason why men ought to have 
been able to understand and accept 
him: we might paraphrase 'as a 
man among men ' (cp. the Saying 
quoted by Origen SO, Tois iurBsvow- 
Tos iiaBiyovv, Koi 5t4 tous veaiutn-ai 
iirelvuiv, Kai Sid, Tois Si^uvras iSt- 

The words iu$iovTas..,Si<l/wvTa 
are regarded by Canon Sanday as 
marks of Encratite influence : Si^ai-, 
he argues, is used only once by 



1 LS p. 38. '^ Expositor T897 p. 259. 

s Ox. Pat. I p. I. * lb. p. 3, 

^ For this expression cp. 2 Clem, I 6 m^pot oi^es ttj fitai/oitp. 

® AtSyia 'Itio-ov p. 12. 

7 E.g. Irenaeus Adv. Haeres. iv xxxiv 4(ed. Harvey). 

» Resch Ap-apka pp. 457 ff. • Diejiingst entdeckten SprHcht ftsu p. 14. 

10 Rev. Bibl. 1897 pp. 507-8. Taylor (J.T.S. vil 550) seems to take the same 
view, that Jesus is represented as looking back after the Resurrection to the days of 
his flesh ; he compares Hehr. v 7 ei/ rais yifidpan ttJs o-apicby avrou. 
" As, perhaps, in £am. v ei ya.l1 fir| {Mck iv trapKi, jrui iv e<riiier)fj.ev avSpuiroi ; 
^ Preuschen AntilegoiHena p. 28 12. 
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a Synoptic writer {Matth. v 6) 
in a spiritual sense, while in the 
fourth Gospel " the sense is always 
made clear by the context"; for 
the technical use of fieSieiv he can 
find no parallel. This view seems 
rather extreme. Any reader, especi- 
ally one who had the slightest ac- 
quaintance with Johannine phrase- 
ology, could not fail to grasp the 
meaning of Sixj/wvTa, which is as 
clear here as mjohn vii 37 i&v ns 
5t^9 ipX'^ffdia Trp6s fie Kal Trti'^u^. 
But here again I think we have 
a literary debt to Isaiah Iv i oi 
St^wj'Tes TOpGdetrde i(ft ^Stap. If so, 
we may perhaps discern not de- 
veloped but incipient Johannism 
at work, just as in the earlier 
clauses the Logos doctrine is rudi- 
mentary as compared with its 
presentment in the fourth Gospel. 
Similarly /tefliioiros need not be 
Encratite, but is again perfectly 
clear in the light of Isaiah xxviii i 
oial Tif <iTe<j>i.vif tT)S O^peoK, oi 
lua8aTol"Bi4>palli...oi /iedAovres avev 
olvov. In the Logion, however, 
men are not represented as drunken 
with S^pis; and luke xxi 34 irpoir- 
dx^re di iavToTs fi-^ore ^aprj6Qi7tv 
ifuiv al Kapdlai if KpoHrdXi; xal 
lUdr) Kal fiepl/maLS Puotikois, may 
have been in the compiler's mind^. 
Compare further Matth. xxiv 38 f. 
(=Luke xvii 26) uirTrep yb,p -riaav 
h rais rifiipais ixelvais {sc. of Noah) 
Tpily^ovTes KoX Trfoocres, ya/iovvres 
Kal iKyaidl^ovTes...oiiT(i>$ lo-rai i] 
irapovffia rod vlov tov dvdpttjTrov, 
and v 50 (cp. luhe xii 45) where 
eating and drinking liera t&v 
fieBvivTuv axe amongst the sins of 
the Wicked Servant. Probably, 
therefore, both Old Testament and 
Synoptic influences are blended in 
this part of the Saying. 
Batiffol, as we have seen, pro- 



poses to meet the change of tense 
from aorist(?(rr7;i') to present (TTovet) 
by dividing the Logion into two 
Sayings of which the second begins 
with wovet ii ^vxht ""^ being edi- 
torial. He supports this view by 
thefollowingconsiderations: (i)the 
change of tense indicates two 
different occasions; (2) the first 
four clauses form a complete 
parallelism which would be dis- 
turbed were the irovel clause truly 
a part of the same Saying; (3) the 
lack of antithesis between this and 
the preceding clauses. It has been 
shown already that the change of 
tense is accounted for by the sense, 
and surely it is perfectly natural to 
find the irovet clause following the 
four earlier clauses; for the first 
part of the Saying, a complaint 
against the attitude of men, would 
seem incomplete without a follow- 
ing statement of the result upon 
the feelings of Jesus. Thirdly, the 
TToye? clause does indeed stand out- 
.side the parallelism, but the same 
thing occurs in Matth. vii 3-4, 
where the clause 'or how shalt 
thou say to thy brother ' occupies 
an exactly similar position': and 
the isolation of this clause gives it 
the special prominence which it 
deserves. Dr Abbott has aptly 
quoted the Sibylline Oracle*: 
Kal rSre d' 'Icrpa^\ /ne/neSuir/t^i'os 

...At&p ofiiiOffiv oiK iaopCovTes 
TV(p\6Tepoi iTiraKdKCjVj 
which possibly stands in some 
relation to this Logion and, if so, 
fortifies its unity by the association 
of the ideas of drunkenness and 
blindness. Similarly Reitzenstein^ 
quotes pseudo- Hermes Trismegis- 
tus: TTot ipipeaBe w avBpairoi., fieSi- 
ovres, rhv r^s Lyvta(Tia% &KpaTov 
(\liyov) iKTibvTSi .,.; (tt^tc r/itf/avres, 



^ Cp. also Ajfioc. xxi 6 eyo* tqi 8n/(wvTt Sutro) €k t^s injy^s tov vSaros t^s ^u^s 
Sapedv, which again surfcly recalls Isaiah Iv i. 
^ Cf. also Luke viii 14. 

' Cf. also Ktya yip in Saying V, if our restoration is right. ' I 360, 370. 

' Poinuindres p. 204. 

W. 3 
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&vap\i\f/aT€ TOis 6<t>6a\iwis Trjs 
KapSlas. But it seems unnecessary 
to see here the influence of Egyptian 
syncretism. 

The general character of the 
second part of the Logion is quite 
Synoptic: compare Matth. xxiii 
37 ; Luke xiii 34, xix 41 (cited by 
Hamack). John i lo-ii and the 
Apocrypha ' qui mecum sunt non 
me intellexerunt,' jroXXd/cis iireBi- 
fi7]tra djcovaat h/a rdv "Khytov roiruv 
Kal oiiK ^Gx°^ "^^^ ipouvTo.^, are 
animated by the same feeling. The 
phrase trovei t) \lnixh P-ov is certainly 
to be attributed to Isaiah liii 10 
RoX ^oAXerat K^pios d^eKeiv Awb tov 
irovov rijs ^vxvs airov, and Hamack 
also quotes Maith. xxvi 38, Mark 
xiv 34, fohn xii 27 for trouble of 
soul in Jesus. The occasion of the 
Saying must have been similar to 
that of Matth. xiii 58, Mark vi 6 
or Matth. xv. 

In the two final clauses of the 
Logion the idea of spiritual sight 
or blindness finds an exact parallel 
in the Gospel according to Thomas'^, 
vvv KaptrotpopeiTutrav tA ad^ Kal 
^\etr^TW(rav ol TV<p\ol t^ KapSii;^ ; 
but its virtual equivalent is common, 
as in Psalms Ixviii (Ixix) 24, 



Matth. XV 14, xxiii 16, /ohn ix 
39 (quoted by Hamack)'. Com- 
pare also Luke iv 18 KtipS^ai... 
Tv0\o» ivdp\e^iv (cited from 
Isaiah). 

As a result of this examination 
vire can trace three lines of influence 
in the Saying. Hebrew literature 
has left a deep mark, and to this 
must be added the Hebraisms irovet 
iwisLTidvloldpdpiiyjrui'^f therepeated 
use of KoL to introduce each clause, 
and the parallelistic- form. The 
opening clauses of the Ixjgion 
betray a tendency to Messianic 
interpretation later than that of 
the Synoptics. Secondly, the latter 
part of the Saying is Synoptic alike 
in the character of its thought, and 
in the simple directness and depth 
of its expression. Johannine charac- 
teristics, lastly, are perhaps not 
so prominent as they have been 
thought to be; yet the use of 
fieSieiv and Siij/av, while not un- 
Synoptic and probably derived from 
the Old Testament itself, suggests 
that the Logion was formulated 
in an atmosphere not wholly 
free from Johannine metaphorical 
phraseology. 



SAYING IX 

[Logion IV] 

* * * * 

[....J6t[z/ T]rjv 7rra)xela(v). 

■22. TTTtOxf*) ^- 22-3- '"''^O'' di'(e/><tf7r)(p TT>i/ wT. 1 alpcureai ov 

idv K.r.\., and Ke\eiu trot tm t^v ttt. ffpoi^pijo-oi Srov iiv k.t.X., 
Bruston. 

Jesus saith : 

* * * to... (their?) poverty. 

1 Preuschen ^«Wfe^. pp 30-?. » A vin (ed. TischendorfX 

'Fonts, use m <^y Christan hterature cf. i Ckn.ent xxxvi ii«iivS,„i,. Vfi" 
01 o4»aA/iioi Tns KopiuK, and z Ckm. I 6 (quoted above). a i" - n*"' 

* Hamack op. cit. p. 13. 
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The restorations which connect GH observe that iTT-uxefa does 

this fragment with the preceding not occur in any recorded Saying 

Saying have been discussed already of Jesus, and that the Logion is, 

in the Commentary on Logion m. therefore, probably new. Yet the 

Bruston's attempts to unite this occasion may have been Synoptic, 

with the succeeding Logion rest for -irraxol occurs frequently, and 

on certain corrections* of the we might perhaps think of the 

discoverers' readings made, ap- incident of the woman with the 

parently, without a re-examination alabastron of myrrh (Matth. xxvi 

of the original, and for that ii) as a possible occasion for the 

reason alone cannot be considered fragment : the Saying may have 

seriously. The obvious fact that concluded : ' Ye have the poor 

11. 23-30 form a single Saying for with you always, and when ye 

which we have parallels, and in will ye are able to relieve their 

which the idea of poverty has no poverty ' [Kou0ii"]ei[i' t^v tttih- 

place, puts his reconstructions com- x^^""- 
pletely out of court. 

SAYING X 
[Logion V] 

[\^]et ['I(i;<7o{))s" 

o7r]ou iav aicnv 
\fi' , ovk\ e\lai\y adeot' xal 
[oJTroii e[?s] iffTiv ix6vo<;, 25 

[X,e]7£» iyco el/ii fier av- 
t\ov\. 676t[p]oj/ Tov \iQo{y), 
Kaicei evprjcreii; /le, 
^^(baov TO ^vKov, Kaya) 
eieei el/Mi. 30 

23-26. [...]ei [...^OY ed.N WON [....] e[...]N. eeoi kai [••]?9' 
e[..] eCTiN MONOC [••]T'>i ^pw eiMl K.t.A., /": X^et 'I(?;(roS)s- 

Stov iav Zaai ....e 8eoi koX ••qo' e.. ianv ixbvoi ..tw iydt ei/u, GH: 

Stov Ihv wffir jS, oil/c elaiv &8eoi, xal Sirov els iimv /idms, W7U iyii el/u, 
Blass: Sttov ^dx aaiv oHk ei(Tiv adeoi Kal CLavep eh, Harnack; S. i. S. 
ivSpes Kcti &8eoi xal et irov els, Cross : S, i. i3. irdvTes fuabBeoi. xal rurris 
eh, Swete: S. i. (J. Sio, iKe1...oi xal iyii. oB eU, Heinrici: &. i. w. ol 
"Keybjievoi, Bioi, Redpath : S. i. a, ivioi &9eoi Kal oVios eh, von Gebhardt : 
0. L i5. \lav layypoX oi 49eoi koI iv tj Sofj n% inTOi fibvos iairr^, and 
8. i. <J. airtfi ixSpol &0eoi Kal &v{6pair)os 8s iKei iarai p-bvoi oifrw, Bruston 

1 Paroles dejisus pp. 7, 15-16, 21. 

3—2 
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(with Saying IX prefixed in both cases): «. i- m- /3' ^ V. ^i^f f^""" Meri 
eeou, Koi dvo\i cIs ^orti' /tivos, i5oi> iyiSi et/u fi^r airovyjulieher. 

26. l--]ru>, P: >.iy">, Blass\ Redpath, Cross: airi^, Clemen: aiT(f, 
Zahn, Reitzenstein, Blass^: ISoi, Swete: iKu, Heinrici: oSrw, Hamack: 
a^Tou, ■von Gebhardt : f^rw, Badham : k6,tiji, Davidson. 27. i^apm, 
Harnack, Bruston : i-^iiaov (for ^y^va-ov) Wessely. 

Jesus saith : 

Wheresoever there be two, they are not without God, 
And where there is one alone, I say, I am with him. 
Lift up the stone, and there thou shalt find me ; 
Cleave the wood, and there I am. 



For the actual reading of the 
papyrus reference must be made to 
the exhaustive note of the dis- 
coverers'. Blass' brilliant restora- 
tion is certainly final: its central 
point is, of course, the conjecture 
P' (Sio), and that 'Two' is here 
required is certain in view of the 
extant parallels to the first part of 
the Saying to be noticed presently. 
Objection has been raised^ to the 
use of a cipher in a literary text 
and side by side with a number 
which is written out in full; but 
there are parallels which sufficiently 
cover this use. A papyrus fragment 
of St Matthew' has vaaai oBx 
7e[>'e]ai dxA 'A;8paot/t ^as AavIS 
yeveal iS. Mr Redpath has drawn 
attention to the fact that in a MS. 
like Codex B of the LXX ciphers 
are frequently found alongside the 
full word, as in Num. xxviii 19 
libaxovs Sio, Kpibv iva,, d^ufoi): 
iviavalovs f , and Dr Sanday* 
points to the variants in Acts xxvii 
37 as evidence for the use of ciphers 
in a literary text. But a far more 
satisfactory parallel is forthcoming 
in the recently published fragment 

^ Aoyia 'Itjo'oC p. 13. 

3 Ox. Pap. I no. 2 (recto, 1. 9). 

* Two Lectures^ p. 39. ^ Oxyrhynckus Papyri -ati. 1594 (ptxin). 

8 Taylor (/. T. S. vii p. 550) regards the first clause as dependent upon the 
Matthaean tradition, and the second clause concerning the * one alone ' as an 
* apiiendix to an appendix ' ; Wessely considers that the development of the Matthaean 
original was due to Egyptian pantheistic influence; cp. Reitzenstein Poimandres 
p. 240. 



of Tobit^ where we find (11. iff.) 
kyji e^/Ai*Pa0a7;\ efs ^k tCov f ' kyiijiv, 
and again (11. 7 f ) iTaf&xfiiiaaii oi 
/3 ' KoX ^ireo'ot' iwl irpbtrbiirov. Since, 
therefore, Blass' restoration is so 
strongly supported and in itself is 
so entirely satisfactory, it is un- 
necessary to discuss the other and 
less adequate conjectures which 
have been put forward. 

The Saying is in two parts, the 
second of which is wholly new, 
while the first seems to stand in 
some relation to the canonical 
scriptures, and has parallels more 
or less close in citations from non- 
canonical documents. 

The most obvious parallel to the 
first part is Matth. xviii 20 oS 
7(ip elfft 5i5o ^ Tpeis trvvrjyfj^vot els 
TO ^nbv ovo/jui, 4Kei elfu iv iiiaif 
aiiTuiv, and there can be no doubt 
that the relation is real*. Yet it is 
characteristic of the Logion that 
it sounds a distinct note: while 
Matthew by the addition of cwriy- 
lUvoi K.T.\. makes the promised 
presence conditional on a formal 
gathering or congregation, the 
Saying has a diametrically opposite 

" Ox. Pap. I p. 2. 
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tendency', and affirms that Jesus 
will be with his followers however 
lonely they may be, or in however 
informal circumstances. The spirit 
of the Logion-version, though not 
its form, is more nearly approached 
by Matth. xxviii 20 koX lioi, eyio 
fled* {ifMov elfu irdffas rds ij/i^pas 
?u! T^s avvTi'Kelas t^s alSivos : and, 
though it contains no reference to 
solitude, the absence of the frigid 
ceremonial condition suffices to 
place this Saying on the same level 
as the Oxyrhynchus ' Logion.' 
Since the Saying cannot be assumed 
to be more true historically than 
the Matthaean parallel first quoted, 
it is probable that it is a conscious 
correction or amplification of that 
utterance, inspired, possibly, by 
the wider spirit of the second 
Matthaean parallel and (I would 
add) of yo&ii xvi 32 xal oiK H/il 
Ubiios an o irar^p /ler' ifioD ian. 
It is also possible that the Logion 
restson Jewish traditional teaching ; 
and in support of this Taylor* cites 
from the Pirque Aboth a saying of 
Rabbi Chalafta: 'When ten sit 
and are occupied in the words of 
Torah, the Shechina is among 
them... And whence (is it proved) 
of even three?... And whence even 
two?. ..And whence even one? 
Because it is said : "In all places 
where I record my name, I will 
come unto thee and I will bless 
thee." ' But such an utterance lies 
nearer or perhaps is the germ of 
Matthew's saying concerning the 
two or three. 

But if the canonical books can 
show no more than the elements 
out of which the Saying probably 
grew, uncanonical writers exhibit 
it fully formed and even advanced 
a stage. Clement of Alexandria* 



while defending marriage against 
the extreme ascetics has occasion 
to refer to the passage in Matth. 
xviii, interpreting the "Three" as 
husband, wife and child. A little 
later he writes: ' They (the ascetics) 
affirm that the Lord means that 
with the many (tuk -irKahvusv) is 
the Demiourgos, the productive 
god ; but with the one — ^that is the 
elect — is the Saviour.' Later still*, 
he tries another line of interpreta- 
tion : ' perhaps with the One, the 
Jew, the Lord was in giving the 
Law ; but in prophesying... he was 
gathering peoples. ..the Two; and 
a Third was being created out of 
the two unto a new man.' In the 
first of these passages we discern 
a Saying about One and ol irXeioxes, 
and in the second about One, Two 
and Three ; nor can we doubt that 
ol T\etopes of the first are equi- 
valent to the Two and Three of 
the second passage. In a word, 
Clement's saying" went beyond 
the Logion in containing a clause 
about Three, and therefore cannot 
be identical with it. Such a three- 
clause Saying is actually preserved 
by Ephraem Syrus': ' Ubi unus 
est, ibi et ego sum; et ubi duo 
sunt, ibi et ego ero ; et quando tres 
sumus, quasi in ecclesia coimus.' 
It appears, therefore, that whereas 
the Logion in its revolt from the 
' congregational condition ' dropped 
the reference to the Three, the 
Saying which underlies Clement 
and that quoted by Ephraem (the 
two Sayings may or may not have 
been strictly identical), while start- 
ing with the Logion, went back to 
Matthew for this reference and 
so softened down the difference 
between the 'solitary' and the 
' congregational ' points of view. 



1 Cp. Badham Athenaeum Aug. 7, 1897 (reading, however, on-ov els itmv, juoi^os 

^ Ox. Log.^.y^. ' Strom, ni 10 % 6S. * Ii.fi jo. 

' Robinson (Expos. 1897 p. 417) thinks Clement may be dealing with a Saying 
advanced by Cassianus from the Gospel according to the Egyptians \ cf. Introd. p. xliii. 
^ Preuschen AnUlegomena p. 31 no. 39. 
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On the other hand, the Logion 
is not' to be taken as a recom- 
mendation of the solitary life, as 
Mr Badhaml apparently regards 
it. If such were the meaning of 
the first part, it would surely have 
been developed in the second, 
which, in fact, refers to hard and 
common work. Moreover, this 
view does not assign its proper 
weighttotheadverb^: the balancing 
of Svov...oTov in the first part 
against iKeT...iKei in the second is 
surely not fortuitous, and the mean- 
ing must be not only ' WAen you 
are lonely, I am with you,' but 
' Wherever you may be, and how- 
ever lonely, I am there with you.' 
And lastly, if the Saying had been 
framed to console some ' ascetic 
of the Thebaid,' <rx.iirov to ^liXoy 
is very inappropriate : there is little 
wood in the retreats sought out by 
the solitaries of Upper Egypt. 

In 1. 24 the reading fifleoi, about 
which the discoverers' have some 
doubts, is established (as Harnack 
points out) by reference to Ephes. 
ii 12 fjLVTffiofei^eTe...6TL ^rc-x^pis 
^purTov...a0soi. iv Tip KdafUfi. This 
passage also exhibits the same 
Christology as the Logion, for in 
the one as in the other XpuTT6s is 
equated with 9eAs, a development 
which makes it impossible to regard 
the Saying as primary : the Synop- 
tics do not positively record any 
claim of Christ to be identified 
with God. 

The second part of the Saying 
presents little or no textual diffi- 
culty, but its interpretationhas been 
much discussed. The chief lines 
of interpretation may be briefly 
summarised and discussed here. 

(i) The raising of the stone 



and the cleaving of the wood have 
been thought to carry a panthe- 
istic meaning. Cersoy* thinks that 
divine immanence in matter (but 
not pantheism) is intended, and 
compares Psalms cxxxviii (cxxxix) 
7 ff. Lock' believes likewise that 
the Logion asserts Christ's uni- 
versal presence, but that it does 
not deny his personality by merg- 
ing him in nature. In that case 
the articles are deictic and the first 
imi means ' in the wood' ; but 
equally the second iicei (after 
lyetpov Tic \Wov) must mean 
'under the stone' — a rendering 
which brings this line of interpre- 
tation to shipwreck'. Again, why 
' raise the stone ' but deave the 
wood ? Cersoy ' again suggests that 
if the Saying can be assumed to be 
translated from Hebrew, ' raise ' 
may be a mistake for ' hew,' since 
confusion between the two Hebrew 
words would be easy ; but warrant 
would be needed for such an as- 
sumption. The discoverers aptly 
quoted the Saying from the Gospel 
of Eve : iyw <ri kbI ai iyii' Koi 
Sttov iiv ^s, iyi> ixei el/ii, Kal h> 
awaalv elfu iirirapfiiiios, Kol o6ev 
i&v 8i\jis au\\4yeis /le, ifii Si 
(TuXX^VOjc eavrbv ffvKKiyeis, and 
though it is likely (as remarked 
above) that this is derived from 
the Logion or its source, the dis- 
tance between the two is obvious. 
One of the critics has rightly re- 
marked that later ages might easily 
read into this Logion a pantheistic 
meaning which was never intended : 
this seems to have been done by 
the formulator of the Saying in the 
Gospel of Er>e. 

(2 ) Dr Barnes finds an allegori- 
cal reference to the stone which 



1 A then. Aug. 7, 1897. 

2 Cp. the fragment of the Gospel 0/ Eve (Epiphanius Haer. xxvi 3) icat ottov kkv 
|}s, cyu ejcei etfii, which would seem to be a recasting of this Logion. 

" A^ia 'Iijfrov p. 13. 

* Rev. Sihl. 1898 p. 419. * Tivo Lectures pp. 24-5, 

^ See Taylor Ox. Log. p. 40. 

^ Op. cit. p. 420. 
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closed the Sepulchre and to the 
wood of the cross, and this sug- 
gestion is commended by Lock', 
especially if the Logion can be 
supposed to be of comparatively 
late a date. There seems, however, 
to be a double objection to this 
view: first, everything goes to 
show that the ' Logia (and the 
Sayings) are not of a late date' ; 
and secondly it is hard to see why 
we are to cleave (not pierce) the 
wood of the cross : the cross does 
not hide anything. Dr Lock men- 
tions another allegorical interpre- 
tation by which the stone becomes 
the stones of an altar, the wood, 
the wood of sacrifice, but objects 
that this would introduce a ritual 
long obsolete. More cogent still 
is the fact that so allegorized, the 
second part of the Saying altogether 
loses sight of the idea of loneliness 
dominant in the first part. 

Professor Swete, again, believes 
this part of the Logion to start 
from Eccles. x 9 (quoted below), 
and that it refers to the build- 
ing of the Church : Mattk. xvi 
18 might seem to give colour 
to this solution. Yet to accept it 
is to distort the parallelism with 
the result that loneliness is pri- 
marily emphasised in the first, 
and building in the second part. 

(3) The discoverers with Dr 
James would lay stress on the 
imperatives, which indicate that 
strenuous effort is needed to rea- 
Hse the promise of the first half 
of the Saying; but here ^ain 
the parallelism is disturbed in so 
far as ' effort ' does not balance 
' loneliness. ' 



(4) Harnack', like Swete, be- 
lieves this half of the Saying to 
have started from Eccles. x 9 

i^aipav \l6ovs 5toiroi'i;fli}o'6Toi iv 

airots, 
trxit^f ^liXa KivSvvevffeL iv ai5ro?s, 

and to be a conscious correction of 
its model : lyeipov should be read 
i^apov*. Perhaps the correction is 
not needed; the compiler of the 
Saying need not be supposed to 
have turned to his text of Ecclesi- 
astes, but probably relied on his 
memory and so wrote (yeipov 
instead of i(S,poy. For the former 
word cf. Malik, xii 11. That 
lycipov is the correct reading seems 
to be established by a citation, 
possibly from this very document 
or its source, in the Etymolog. 
Gudianum, Syeipe rhv \l6ov^: 
whether the Logion deliberately 
or unconsciously corrects the sen- 
tence of the Preacher must remain 
uncertain, but it is surely very 
difficult to resist Harnack's con- 
clusion that the former is in some 
way dependent upon the latter. 
Possibly the connection is purely 
literary, and the compiler had 
no intent to correct his model. 
Harnack's presentation of the 
meaning of the Saying as a whole 
is admirable : ' The blessing ' he 
writes' 'is not upon the work' 
[in itself] ; yet the Saying is a 
protest against the idea that the 
presence of God is only to be 
obtained by fasting, prayer, and 
meditation.... No, God is also 
present in the daily task, yet only 
if the disciple is really pjivos, i.e. 
separate from the world.' The 



1 Two Lectures p. 25. 2 Introd-uciion p. Ixv. 

* Op. cii. p. ig. 
_ ^ Vet the discoverers retain their original reading, remarlcing that O is back- 
ligatured so that C rather than P would be expected, though bad writing may account 
for this (Ox. Pap. i p. 2). See also Wessely Patr. Orient, iv 155. 

^ See Reitzenstein Ein Zitai aus den Aoyia 'Iijo-oO {Zeitschr. f. neutest. Wissen. 
scka/t u. Kunde vi (1905) p. 203). 

' Op. cit. p. 21. 

7 Though the Saying preserved in Codex Bezae (Lulce vi 4) [Preuschen 
Antihgomena p. 27 no. 8] might be taken as evidence to the contrary. 
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only objection to be raised is to 
the quasi-technical sense of nbvoi, 
which leaves the reference to the 
Two who are not without God un- 
explained. Should we not rather 
take the protest to be directed 
against the idea that a formal con- 
gregation, as well as ceremonial 
procedure, is necessary to secure 
God's presence, and that common 
work is essentially non-religious, 
and paraphrase the Saying : 'No 
matter where or how lonely you 
may be — whether you are only two 
or even one ; no matter that you 
are at your daily task, hard, com- 
mon work ; — God is present with 
you there''? ^/ceithen (as its an- 
tithesis to oTTou proves) means ' in 
the place where you are working.' 
Lock finds difficulty alike in the 
singulars t6v Udov, ri fiiXoi' and in 
the aorists lyeipov (or i^apov) and 
(Txlirov, if such a line as Hamack 
has marked out is followed. But 
the language is surely semi-poeti- 
cal, and the singular can be used 
legitimately just as we might say : 
' Plough the field, turn the fur- 
row ' ; and once the use of the 
singulars is admitted the aorists 
also are justified. 



The second part of the Logion, 
or something like it, seems to have 
been known to the compiler of the 
extant recensions of the Gospel ac- 
cording to Thomas. Taylor has 
drawn attention to the passage elve 
de T(fi veavitTKip' d-vdara vOv^ (rx^fe 
ri ^6\a Kal fivrjfxiivev^ fiov^. But if 
there is a real connection between 
the two it is obviously through one 
or more links which we can no 
longer recover. It may be worth 
while to remark on another passage* 
in the same Gospel where the 
injured builder is addressed : <roI 
X^w dvdpuTTe dvdffra wolet rb ipyov 
<rov. The importance attached to 
work makes it possible that there 
is a. remote connection with the 
Logion : and to a builder the words 
' raise the stone, cleave the wood ' 
would most appropriately be ad- 
dressed. In view of the close con- 
nection between the Sayings and 
the Logia and the Gospel according 
to the Hebrews, "is it altogether 
fanciful to suggest that this Logion 
was addressed to that ' caemen- 
tarius' with the withered hand 
of whom Jerome* has preserved 
notice?" 



SAYING XI 
[Logion VI] 

Xeyet 'I(»7o-oi))s • 
ov\k ea-riv Sexro? irpo- 
<j)ijTT}i iv TTj TT{aT)piBi, av- 
t\o'\v, ovSe tar/oos iroiei 
depaireia'i el<s roiii; 
yeivcoaKovTa'} avT6{v). 
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^ The condition "if you desire his presence'* is of course understood: cf. Afioc, 
ill 20. 
2 A (ed. Tischendorf) x : cf. B ix. S A xviii. 

* Cojfim, on Mattk. xii 13 [Preuschen Antileg. p. 5 no. 8]. 
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Jesus saith : 

A prophet is not acceptable in his own country, 

Neither doth a physician do healing upon them who know hirn. 



Each of the four Gospels has a 
parallel to the first part of this 
Loglon. On the one hand we 
have Mark vi 4 oiK (an Tpo^rris 
an/«s el /*{) iv rji TwrplSi. airou 
Koi h Tots ffvyyev^ffiv airov Kal ^e 
ri olKl(f avToO, which is reproduced 
word for word (with the omission 
of Kcd iv Tots (Fvyyeviffiv airov) in 
Matih. xiii 57, and is echoed 
more remotely in John iv 44 
'jrpo(piiT7}s iv T^ Idi^ Trarpidi rifi7)v 
ovK Ix^i. On the other, Luke 
(iv 23-24) reproduces this Saying 
with characteristic editorial touches 
combined with other matter which 
is obviously related to the second 
part : irdcrws ipelri fioi rijv irapa- 
^oXV rairriv Iwrpi, dep&irevaov 
ffeavrdv Haa ■fiKo6(rafiev yevbpieva 
eh rT)v Kairepvaoifi, irol'qffov Kal 
tSde iv T^ TraTpiSi ffov. etire Si' 
i/iTIv \iyui i/uv Sn oidels Trpo^^ri/s 
SeKT6s iffTLV iv Ty TTaTpiSi airov. 
On the purely verbal side, there- 
fore, the Logion agrees with the 
Matthew-Mark version in reading 
oiK i(m rpo^-Zp-ris for the oiSels 
rpo^-ffnis of Luke. Yet this is so 
trifling and unimportant a point 
that it is quite impossible to claim 
it as indicating the influence either 
of Matthew or of Mark. The 
same cannot be said of the use of 
Se/cT6s, which is Lucan, in place of 
the irinos of Matthew and Mark. 
It is a literary improvement such 
as is characteristic of Luke, and 
was probably suggested to him by 
the citation from Isaiah Ixi in z>. 19 
(K7)pB?ai ivutmbv Kvplov deKrdv). 
The whole Lucan account of the 
visit to Nazareth is extremely in- 
teresting as throwing light on the 
evangelist's literary methods. Luke 
has made the visit to Nazareth the 



^rsi incident after the Temptation 
— an order which (if we are to 
accept the earlier Marcan arrange- 
ment) is artificial and unhistori- 
cal. Clearly Luke felt a literary 
and dramatic necessity to make 
Nazareth the scene of the first 
public appearance of Jesus, and 
has rearranged his material ac- 
cordinglyi. Luke, indeed, betrays 
himself by referring in iv 23 to 
mighty works done in Capernaum 
which he actually records under 
the ensuing visit to that town 
(iv3iff.). Not only is the position 
of the Nazareth incident unhistori- 
cal, but the discourse in the Syna- 
gogue in all probability is so also. 
Dr Swete^ indeed thinks that 
' Luke described the scene from 
the recollections of some eye- 
witness, perhaps the Mother of the 
Lord.' But since the manipula- 
tion of the incident to make it a 
dramatic opening of a prophet's 
career is purely unhistorical, the 
references to the prophets Elijah 
and Elishah {vv. 25 ff.) are equally 
so : their purpose is to emphasize 
the compiler's view of the episode. 
This being so, it is almost certain 
that all the non-Marcan portion of 
• the Lucan passage was evolved by 
the evangelist from his own feeling 
of what the situation (as arranged 
by him) required. Accordingly, 
he begins with the reading from 
Isaiah of the passage most appro- 
priate to the opening of the 
ministry, followed by the direct 
claim to prophetic functions, 'To- 
day is this scripture fulfilled in 
your ears.' Then, reverting to his 
source, he represents the people 
of Nazareth as scornful of Jesus 
because they know his origin, and 



* Cf. Holtzmann Life of Jesus (E.T.) pp. 276-7. 
2 Gospel ace, to St Mark p. iii. 
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finding in his source {Mark vi 5) 
the notice ' he could do there no 
mighty work, save that he laid his 
hands upon a few sick folk and 
healed them,' saw his way to 
quote the proverb ' Physician, 
heal thyself as part of the 
assumed jeers of the men of 
Nazareth. Next follows the Saying 
concerning the fate of a prophet 
in his own country, somewhat awk- 
wardly inset by aid of the repeated 
eXire M. And lastly, the assumed 
challenge of the men of Nazareth 
to Jesus to do mighty works in his 
own country as he had done in 
Capernaum, is met by the declara- 
tion that asElijah and Elishah were 
forced to limit their miraculous 
powers, so also the prophet, who 
had lately arisen amongst them, 
would do. This digression may 
be summed up in a sentence : the 
character of the discourse in the 
Synagogue is such as to prove it 
subsidiary to Luke's purpose in 
moving forward the visit to Nazareth 
and making it the significant open- 
ing episode of the prophetic minis- 
try of Jesus, and the whole inci- 
dent (excepting such parts as are 
guaranteed by Mark) is purely 
Lucan in origin. 

ScKTbs in the Logion, therefore, 
is directly borrowed from Luke, 
and the same must be true of the 
second part of the Logion since 
it is made up of purely Lucan 
materials. This part shows exactly 
the same method of composition 
as do Sayings III and IV, which 
consists in choosing a Sa}dng from 
one of the Gospels already existing 
as a nucleus and expanding and 
developing this either for literary 
purposes or to include fresh phases 
of thought. In the present case 
the compiler seems to have aimed 



partly at the formation of a 
parallelism, and partly at the con- 
trivance of an apt retort to the 
proverb 'Physician, heal thyself'^ 
— a retort which underlies the 
reference to the examples of Elijah 
and Elishah. The force of the 
Saying as a whole may perhaps be 
brought out by paraphrasing : — 
' You scorn me as a prophet 
because you know whence I am 
and challenge me to work miracles 
amongst my own people as I have 
done amongst strangers : I reply 
that as you reject the spiritual 
blessings I offer, you shall not 
share in the temporal blessings I 
would otherwise bestow. ' 

Swete remarks that the second 
part of the Logion is not, in its 
literal sense, true, and thinks that 
the physician must be a physician 
of the soul. But to accept this 
view would be to ignore the literal 
sense of the Lucan parallel; and 
in a retort such as this some lati- 
tude for inexactness must be 
allowed. I am not sure, also, that 
the two clauses are not intended 
as protasis and apodosis of a 
conditional sentence : 'If the pro- 
phet is not accepted by his own 
people, then the physician will 
not heal his own kin.' 

The Saying shows traces which 
indicate either an Aramaic original 
or a compiler whose native tongue 
was Aramaic. In 11. 33-34 the 
phrase iroiei tfepoxeias is con- 
sidered by Cersoy to betray an 
Aramaic original ; but, as Taylor 
notes, the phrase is also found in 
the Protevangelium Jacobi (xx). 
In 1. 35 7eti'c6<ricoi^as a.^bv an- 
swers generally to (tois axrf^tviaai) 
KoX iv ry olxlf of Mark and Mat- 
thew: Swete' compares Psalms 
Ixxxvi {Ixxxvu) ^ToTsyiviiffKovffl fie, 



1 In the Introduction (p. xxxvi) I have shown reason for believing that the Saybgs 
were extracts ; in the present case the Saying of Jesus was no doubt preceded by the 
physician-proverb which was put directly (not indirectly as Luke has it) into the 
mouths of the people of Nazareth. 

2 Expository Times Sept. 1897 p. 548. 
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and suggests an Aramaic source. Such a slip might have occurred 

Cersoy suggests that there may be in translation from either an Ara- 

a mistranslation here where els maic or a Hebrew document. 
Tois yriMTois airoO is required. 

SAYING XII 

[LOGION VII] 
Xiyei 'I(97ffoy)s" 

firf/iivTi eV axpov 

[o]pov<s vyJrrjXov xal ia- 

T7)ptyfievrj oine ire- 

[a^^eiv SvvaTai oiire xpv- 40 

36. oiKoAoMH/weNH, /", corr. by ff^. 38. YYHAoyc, Z", corr. 

by the original hand. 

Jesus saith : 

A city built upon the top of a high mountain and established 

Can neither fall nor be hidden. 

BatiffoP considers that the Say- suggested to the compiler the idea 
ing has lost its true parallelistic of conflating the two New Testa- 
form, for (as Harnack remarks) ment Sayings (see below). Pro- 
the fall of a whole city would be bably the confusion resulted on 
quite extraordinary whereas a translation from an Aramaic ori- 
single house might easily fall, and a ginal in which the word for ' house ' 
partoftheLogionis,infact,depen- had dropped out, causing a diffi- 
dent upon the Parable of the House culty which the translator met by 
upon the Sands. The original representing the city as unable 
form would then be : 'A city either to fall or to be hid : he 
built upon the top of a mountain would seem to have manufactured 
cannot be hid. And a house estab- a forced parallelism in which ^xoSo- 
lished upon a high rock (or hill) irnitiivri and iarqjiiynirq are in- 
cannot fall. ' This has the advan- tended to balance otfre veaeiv and 
tage of restoring true parallelism oSre Kpy^^vai.. In support of the 
and is probably correct. We may opposite view that the Saying is in 
cite in support of this correction its original form, we may argue 
Isaiah ii 2 6Vi yrai hi rots i(rx&- that the compiler was so bent on 
Tois iinipais i/jupavis t6 Spot Kvpiov combining the two ideas of con- 
ftai 6 oXkos toD Seov iir &Kpov t&v spicuousness and stability that he 
ipiiiv^, a passage which probably overlooked the objection that a 

' Rev. Biil. 1897 p. 511. ' Cp. Mica/t iv i 
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city as a whole does not fall (thus 
in Aj>oc. xi 13 only a tenth part of 
the city falls as the result of 'a 
great earthquake'), and that the 
correction separates iiij/rjKov from 
Upous, while the actual reading has 
the support of Isaiah xxviii 4 
Kal ^ffTCU rb dySos rb iKiretrov ttjs 
^XxiSos TTJs dd^Tjs iir' ctKpov tov 
Spoils TOV ixj/iiKov. On the whole, 
however, the arguments in favour 
of Batiftbl's change seem to have 
more weight. 

The first part of the Logion 
depends upon Matthew alone : oi 
d^vartu 7r6Xts Kpv^rjvax itrdvio opoxis 
Kfi/i4vri (v 14). The variant ^jr' 
AKpov ToS opovs for Matthew's 
iwdva is probably due to the in- 
fluence of Isaiah ii 2, quoted 
above (or even of Isaiah xxviii 4 ; 
but the phrase is common in the 
Old Testament). i^Kohopfqisivi], as 
Lock points out*, is decidedly 
interesting as it is indicated as a 
variant for Matthew's KapAvr) by 
the early Syriac versions, by 
Tatian, by one Latin version, and 
by a passage from the Clementine 
Homilies (ill 67) quoted by Har- 



nack: XPT! """ '"'''' ^tf^l"'''"' <!" 
irliS.iv iv V^a ifiioSoiJ.riiiivr)v 0iX6- 
6eov ^x^^^ rd^tv Kal dLoiKTjffLv KoXi/v. 

This last passage together with 
Isaiah ii 2 is evidence enough to 
show that both 'house ' and ' city' 
signify the Christian Church — an 
idea which is not unsynoptic : cf. 
Matth. V 14; xvi 18. 

The second part of the Logion 
is parallel to the Parable of the 
Wise and Foolish Housebuilders 
(Matlh. vii 24-25 =Z«^^ vi 47- 
49), and the verbal resemblance of 
the Logion to Matthew is so close 
that to deny direct dependence is 
difficult indeed : the words pVoSo- 
liTjfiAvT^ . . . iaTTfpiyfUvTj. ..oCre Treffetv 
of the former being echoes of 
Matthew's ipKoSSfiricre ... reSefic- 
XiwTO iirl TTjf irh-pav {iffTTiptyfi^vT} 
is a convenient abbreviation) . . .oiK 
lTre<rev. Luke, it must be noticed, 
shows no such verbal parallels. 

In this Logion, therefore, we 
have a clear instance of confla- 
tion, a process which we have 
seen to be characteristic of the 
Gospel according to the Hebrews 
' (Introduction p. Ixii). 



SAYING XIII 
[Logion VIII] 

\e76t ^\(;ji)crov)<i' 

aKovet,<i 
ejts TO e\y coJtioj/ aov, to 
\he erepov o-we^Xeto-a?]. 

42. [.]|C TO e..TION coy to, /': els tA iviiinov, GH: els to ivdirior 
(els tA iv lirlov, Taylor) aov, to ik h-epav avviKKeiaas, Swete : dxoieis els 
rb iv thHov <rov, t6 Se h-epov ipvaas, Loch, Sanday : rip di Mpip trap- 
axoieis, Sanday : (4) aKoieis, els Tb iv (SitIov o'ou to SeliAc, Zahii : dxave 
iaas els rb ivavHov <rov orA/ia', Bruston : els to Tafieiiv aov, Badhant. 



1 Two Lectures pp. 13 and 26. 



^ Cf. also Paroles dg lisus p. 10, 
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Jesus saith : 

Thou hearest with one ear, 

But the other hast thou closed. 



The restorations of Swete, Tay- 
lor, Lock and Sanday follow one 
general type and have the same 
general sense. Bruston, following 
Batiffol's hint^, would make this 
the commencement of the first 
Legion: this view has heen dis- 
cussed and rejected in the com- 
mentary on that Saying. Zahn's 
suggestion, 'What thou hearest, 
(hear) with thy right ear alone...' 
is ingenious and has the support 
of the passages collected by Dr 
Taylor^ to show the importance 
attached by the Jews to the right 
ear. It is, however, too ingenious, 
and the English type of restora- 
tion is far more simple, natural 
and direct. I have preferred 
Swete's conjecture (with Taylor's 
division h ilrrlov). 

The discoverers, followed ap- 
parently by most editors, take the 
meaning to be ' Thou imperfectly 
understandest my message. ' This 
does not seem quite adequate. Is 
there not an implication of wilful 



deafness in rb Se ^repoy ffw^K\eiffas 
which is more fully brought out by 
rendering 'You listen to me so 
far as outward hearing goes, but 
have closed the ears of your 
spiritual hearing against convic- 
tion''? The Logion is, in fact, 
a masterly analysis of the attitude 
of those who instinctively close 
their hearts to unwelcome truth: 
compare generally Maith. xiii 13 
6,KoiovTei i,Koiovat, oidi (TWiovai, 
which is proved by vv. 14-15 to 
refer to wilful hardness and not to 
natural weakness of comprehen- 
sion ; and Luke vi 46, ' Why call 
ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I say* ? ' 

The use of the second person 
singular makes it most likely that 
the Saying was addressed to an 
individual — as to the rich young 
ruler of MaUh. xix 16-22, Luke 
xviii 23. It is noteworthy that this 
incident recurred in the Gospel 
according to the Hebrews'^. 



* Rev. Bibl. 1897 p. 511 n. i. 2 Qx. Log. pp. 63-s. 

' Somewhat similar is Scott*s Introduction to Old Mortality : ' Old Mortality 
was not one of those religious devotees, who, although one eye is seemingly turned 
towards heaven, keep the other steadfastly fixed on some sublunary object.' 

^ Compare further Luke viii 14 ovrdi eicrii/ oi aKOUO'ai'res, Kal virb fiepilivav KoX 
ttAoutou zeal ijSovStv tov ^imi,..<nfLiTviyovTai.. 

^ Freuschen Antilegomena p. 6 no. xi. 
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